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February 12, 2023 

Two Views by Two UM Clergy 
 
On Saturday, February 25th from 9:30am-noon, we will welcome two United Methodist clergy to present 
different views on the issues facing the United Methodist Church around the world. The purpose of our 
gathering is to provide information regarding the latest changes taking place in our denomination and the 
different perspectives on the possible future scenarios. Each presenter will speak for approximately 40-45 
minutes, with breaks in-between. We will end our morning by providing time for questions. 
 
   Will there be a vote? Not at this time.  
This session is to help us be better informed about the current situation in our denomination, should we 
take a vote in the future. 
 
   Will this be live streamed? No.  
But we will record and provide a link upon request. 
 
   Is this open to the public? Our church is always open, but this event is primarily for our church family. 

 
Please pray for our presenters and prayerfully consider attending this important and informative session. 
 
Rev. Joe DiPaolo has been a clergy member of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference of The United 
Methodist Church since 1988. He currently serves as senior pastor of First United Methodist Church in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, a city congregation with a wide variety of ministries and missions, and a staff of 
more than 20. In Lancaster, he initiated a feeding ministry, Anchor Lancaster, now a 501c3 non-profit 
charity, which feeds 150 hungry neighbors, Monday through Friday, all year long. He has taught as an  
adjunct professor at Evangelical Theological Seminary in Myerstown, Pennsylvania, and Palmer  
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, and published several books and articles, mainly relating to regional 
and national Methodist history. DiPaolo has served on a variety of boards and committees in The United 
Methodist Church, including as an elected delegate to three General Conferences and six Jurisdictional 
Conferences. In 2016, DiPaolo participated in the founding of the Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA) 
and has served on its Global Governing Council since that time. He and his wife Susan have three grown 
children and one granddaughter.  
 
Rev. Dr. John McEllhenney served churches in the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference of the United 
Methodist Church for 40 years. He taught Methodist Studies at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary for 
17 years. In retirement, he wrote and taught the first online course in Methodist Studies for the Theological 
School of Drew University. He wrote or co-wrote books dealing with John Wesley and with Methodist  
history, doctrine, and church governance, and contributed more than 100 articles to several dictionaries of 
world Methodism. 



2023 Flower Chart to  
sponsor the Altar flowers  

in the Sanctuary for traditional  
worship is available 

at the Welcome Center. 
Cost $30. Make checks to 

COGS, 
mark for flowers and  

place in the offering basket. 

The Super Soup Sale 
continues 

through TODAY 
Super Bowl Sunday! 
    
 
What would the Super Bowl 

be without Soup from the Super Soup Sale? 
Be sure to pick up a  
container or several, 

for your party! 
February 12 will be the last of the soup! 

SILENT AUCTION 

Today is the last day to drop off donations of hand-crafted items, gift baskets, gift certificates, jewelry, cloth-
ing accessories and artwork for our Silent Auction to benefit COGS Playground Fund.  Stop by the table in the 
Gathering Area for more information.  All auction items will be on display and bidding will begin next Sunday, 
February 19th through March 12th.   

 
Cricut Party...learn how to make your Cricut work!  

(and go home with a paper flower) 
Saturday, February 18 from 1-3pm in LB Hall 

cost: $15  
 

   Bring glue and a sense of adventure… 
see you Feb 18th 1 to 3 PM  

Please check out the progress the “retired but not tired” 
group has made. Here is a list of the volunteers this week.  
 
Hosea Latshaw  Ken Hartman 
Gary Zelinske  Barry Ziegenfus  
Bob Mease  Chaire Leedy 
Mark Dutchess  Jeff Robins 
Keith Schaffner Dana Kapp 
Andrew and Zach Horst 
Rob and Pamela Okonak  

Thanks to all of you. 



Step 1 in Celebrate Recovery says: We admitted we were powerless over our addictions and compulsive be-
haviors, that our lives had become unmanageable.  
As soon as we take this step and admit that we are powerless, we start to see change. We see that our old 
ways of trying to control our hurts, habits and hang-ups didn't work. They were buried by our denial and held 
on to with our false power. There are two things we have to stop doing, and two things we need to start doing 
in our recoveries. 
 Join us at 7pm on Wednesday, Feb. 15 to find out what those things are, as well as what it means to be 
P.O.W.E.R.L.E.S.S. 
 
What is Celebrate Recovery? 
 
Celebrate Recovery is a safe place to find community and freedom from the issues that are controlling our 
lives. Living in a broken world, we all deal with life's hurts,  habits, and hang-ups. No one has the ability, nor 
should they attempt to face their hurts on their own. Celebrate Recovery is a beautiful community of strugglers 
who courageously enter this safe space to get honest about our pain, and the negative ways we may see our-
selves, God, and others. In this process, we come to accept that some of the habits we may have devel-
oped to escape our pain have caused destruction in our lives and those close to us.  
 
Celebrate Recovery is a biblically-balanced approach to help bring sustainable recovery and healing to our 
hurts. It guides us toward new healthy truths and life-giving habits as we repair our broken relationships. Join 
more than 7 million hurting people across the globe who now walk in freedom through the power of Jesus 
Christ as we walk through the 8 principles of Celebrate Recovery based on the beatitudes in Matthew 5 and 
the 12 steps and their biblical comparisons.  
 
What happens at Celebrate Recovery? 
There are 3 main components that make up a CR program: 
- LARGE GROUP: This is where everyone meets together at 7 pm every Wednesday to listen to live contem-
porary worship music and hear either a recovery-centered teaching or a personal testimony of a life changed 
by Christ. We consider this a 'shoulder-to-shoulder' experience. 
- OPEN SHARE GROUP: This happens immediately after the large group at 8 pm. It's a time when we break 
into separate gender- and issue-specific groups where each person is safe to share their struggles and victo-
ries with others who share their similar hurts, habits, and hang-ups. We consider this a 'face-to-face' experi-
ence.  
STEP STUDIES - It has been said that you 'go to a meeting to feel better, but you work the steps to get better.' 
Step studies are a safe place to work through the Jesus-centered 12 steps in a gender-specific group. They 
are a minimum of 9 months to a year commitment and meet on a different night of the week. It's a place where 
the 'why' behind behaviors can finally be uncovered and freedom can be found. We consider this a 'heart-to-
heart' experience.   

Join us at 7 pm on Wednesday, Contact Andrea 
Gillhoolley:  agillhoolley717@gmail.com or  
Jason Gillhoolley:  jgillhoolley@gmail.com 

Author Dan Wilt will take us on a deeper divine into Luke 4:1–14 where Jesus is challenged by the devil in the 

“wild”—the untamed and unruly wilderness.  In this forty-day journey we will go into the heart of one of the 

most unusual, and often most misunderstood, stories in the Gospel accounts, the temptation of Jesus. We 

read of Jesus being alone with the adversary, the one whose works he had come to destroy (1 John 3:8).  

   Jesus faces three tests, or “temptations”—all aimed at unseating him from his identity, his belovedness, and 

his purpose as the Son of God. As we come to understand how Jesus faced down the accuser in the wild, we 

will be equipped to address every demonic challenge that comes our way in the wild places in our own lives. 

2023 Lenten Sermon Series 
Companion books will be available at the 

Welcome Desk. 
Small group discussion guides and videos 

will be available as well. 

mailto:agillhoolley717@gmail.com
mailto:jgillhoolley@gmail.com


COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
 A “Journeys of Paul” Cruise trip is being organized by Rev. Dr. David Pierce. We will stop in Turkey, 
Greece and Italy. The ship will be the Royal Caribbean “Odyssey of the Seas.” This trip will leave on Septem-
ber 23 and return October 2, 2023. For details, contact Dr. Pierce 717-371-1725 or pierced228@gmail.com. 
 
The Lebanon Rescue Mission is currently hiring for our Facilities Manager position.  The position is also listed 
on their website: https://www.lebanonrescuemission.org/category/mission-news/ 
   The Facilities Manager is responsible for maintaining safe, secure and clean facilities in compliance with all 
applicable standards and requirements. Ensure preventative and on-going maintenance and repairs of  
Lebanon Rescue Mission buildings, properties and equipment.  Responsible for supervision of departmental 
employees and for LRM vehicle fleet management.  Properties include eight locations. If interested, please 
send resume to sblouch@lebanonrescuemission.org  
 
Gretna Glen Camp & Retreat Center…717-273-6525 or www.gretnaglen.org 
 Youth Winter Blast Retreat: Feb. 3rd, 7pm to 5th 11am (ages 13-18) 
 Young Adult Retreat: Feb 24th-26th (Post H.S. to 30 yrs old.) 
 Children’s Spring Blast: March 31st  7pm– April 1 7pm (ages 6012) 
 Gretna Gritty: May 13th 5K mud run fundraiser 
 Summer Staff 2023—hiring! 
 
2023 LIVE Bids4Kids Benefit Auction, March 17-18 at the Lebanon Expo Center.  
     Please email nate@truelifeyouth.com or call 717-272-5106 with any donation inquiries.  

2022 Financial Statements 
have been emailed out.  

If you did not receive a copy 
and wish to have a copy 

please place your email address OR 
Your mailing address on the  

clipboard marked  
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Fun and Fellowship 
is Back in Business!!   

 
Our Fun and Fellowship Team is re-forming 
and seeking YOUR input! If you love social 
activities and are a good planner, consider 
this ministry opportunity.  
   The Team will meet quarterly starting in 
March and will be planning church-wide 
events. Please sign up at the Welcome Desk 
or contact Angie Gallagher at  
angie62074@comcast.net   
(or contact Pastor Lisa at 
lflory@umcogs.org)  
to learn more about how you can get involved! 

Join us for Praise and Pancakes! 
Get ready for a morning of praise, worship and pancakes! The 2023 Lenten Breakfast will takie place on Sat-
urday, March 11 at South Lebanon Community Church, 13 Evergreen Road, Lebanon. Tickets are $20. 
Doors open 7:30 a.m. Breakfast begins at 8am.  A free will offering will be taken to help Lebanon County 
Christian Ministries continue its mission. Deadline to order is March 2. 
For more information or to get tickets for COGS’ table, call Charlene French at 717-273-6926. If no answer, 
please leave your name and phone number or contact Guie Lebo 717-314-8477. 

https://www.lebanonrescuemission.org/category/mission-news/
mailto:sblouch@lebanonrescuemission.org
mailto:nate@truelifeyouth.com?subject=Auction%20Donation%20Inquiry
mailto:angie62074@comcast.net
mailto:lflory@umcogs.org


COGS Prayer Chain Ministry 
 All prayer requests placed on 

the Prayer Chain are  
confidential 

 Prayer requests & names will 
be kept on the prayer chain list 
for one month 

 To submit names 
 Contact Karen Rank,  
coordinator at  717-272-1205 or 
email: mkrank@comcast.net 

Did you know that you can donate medications that you no longer need?  
 
The Lebanon Free Clinic, a mission of the Lebanon Rescue Mission, gives medication at 
no cost to their patients (Lebanon County residents with no or insufficient insurance).  
 
   Some medications are purchased but this is very expensive and a drain on a limited 
budget. You can help by donating medications that you no longer take rather than destroy-
ing them. No narcotic medications are acceptable (ie: oxycontin, morphine, ativan).  
 
   The clinic is located at 135 S Ninth St, Lebanon, Pa (one building North of 9th and Walnut). Open hours 
do vary since staff is volunteer. Please call the clinic for questions and/or open hours 717-273-2715.  
 
Thank you so much for your generosity! It is greatly appreciated! 


