January 23, 2022

OUR CHURCH FAMILY AT WORSHIP
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Great Expectations

11:00 A.M.

TIME OF GATHERING: Read through Announcements, Pray over Concerns, Meditate
on Celebrations and the wonder and grace of God, and Thanksgiving to God….

PRELUDE

Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

No. 70

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in one God, who is Creator, maker of all we see and all we do not
see; Who is Ruler of the universe: Source of all creation!
We believe in one God, who is Jesus Christ, God from God, Light from Light,
true God and true human. He is one with the Creator; the Word made flesh,
our Messiah: Savior of all creation!
We believe in one God, who is Holy Spirit, Breath of God moving among us.
Who is one with the Creator; one with the Christ; our Comforter and our
Guide: Mentor of all humanity!
CHOIR ANTHEM

No. 140

OPENING PRAYER
O God, we gather together in your presence with expectation, hungry for an
encounter with you, eager to hear your word. Open our eyes and ears to the
presence of your Holy Spirit. May the seeds of your word scattered among us this
morning fall on fertile soil. May they take root in our hearts and lives, and
produce an abundant harvest of good words and deeds. We pray this in the name
of Jesus Christ, our teacher and our Lord. Amen.
WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS
Joan Ditzler is transferring from Mt. Gretna UMC
Doug and Kathy Powell are transferring from Cornwall UMC

*RESPONSE

J. Wayne Kerr

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Liturgist: Return to the Lord your God,
People: for God is gracious.
Liturgist: Confess to the Lord your God,
People: for God is merciful.
Liturgist: Repent to the Lord your God,
People: for God is slow to anger.
Liturgist: Praise the Lord your God,
People: for God abounds in steadfast love.
Liturgist: Worship the Lord your God.
All:
Together, let us worship God!
*HYMN

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Liturgist: The Word of God for God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God.

A Joyous Call to Praise

Stan Pethel

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Your Word is a lamp for our feet and a light for our path. Open our eyes to
see the wonderful truths in your law. Give us understanding, that we may keep
your law, and put it into practice with all our hearts. Amen.
GOSPEL READING
MESSAGE
* HYMN

Luke 4:14-21
“Great Expectations”
Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word

Pastor Janet Saddel
No. 596

AN INVITATION TO PRAY
+Prayer of Confession (unison)
We confess to you, Gracious God, that too often we look on your law as a
burden, not a gift; an inconvenience, not a blessing. Rather than seeing your
love revealed, we feel our own guilt magnified. Instead of rejoicing in your
good news, we focus on our own shortcomings. Turn us around, Redeemer,

Reverend Janet Saddel, Sr. Pastor
jsaddel@umcogs.org
Reverend Lisa Flory, Equipping Pastor
lflory@umcogs.org

and do not let our fears have dominion over us. Enlighten us, so that our words
and deeds may be acceptable to you. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
+Pastoral Prayer
+Lord’s Prayer (trespasses)
+Sung Response
Spirit of the Living God
Spirit of the living God, fall a fresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall a fresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall a fresh on me.

No. 393

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
Robert J. Powell
*Congregational Response Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart
Praise God who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore,
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God forever more.
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing.
Wonderful Words of Life

*HYMN

No. 600

*BENEDICTION
Pastor: Now, go forth; have great expectations of God and God's Word. Then you will
discover, as the people did in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah, that the Word of
God is alive and active!
People: Amen.
*ORGAN RESPONSE
*POSTLUDE

Psalm 19

Benedetto Marcello

Great Expectations

*All stand if possible +All kneel or sit to pray

January 23, 2022
We thank all those who helped with the service this morning. Liturgist: Gary Zelinske

3rd Sunday after Epiphany
1500 Quentin Road / Lebanon, PA 17042
church: 717-272-7741 / www.umcogs.org

11:00 A.M.

Sermon Outline: “Great Expectations”
Luke 4:14-21; Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

Speaker: Reverend Janet Saddel

People often have unrealistic expectations of other people and of life’s situations.
Whenever our expectations are set too high or are not realistic, we’re bound to be
disappointed.
But when it comes to the scriptures and to God, we often set our expectations too low.
We don’t expect enough from God, we don’t expect to be moved, we don’t expect to be
changed, and we don’t expect to hear something new.
The people of Nehemiah's day had great expectations when they heard the Word of God
read by Ezra. There was an air of expectancy as the people asked Ezra to read the book of
the law to them. And in a dramatic public reading of the law of Moses, the people learned of
God’s great love and commitment to them. The people of Jerusalem had a great revival!
There’s a rather different tale of expectations in the New Testament account of Jesus
reading the Word of God. Nazareth was Jesus’ home – but their expectations of Jesus were
not so great.
If Jesus were before us today, how would we react to him and his word? We’ve become
so accustomed to the scriptures that we don’t react much anymore. Our expectations of
God’s Word will effect the outcome.
The kind of God that we expect is the kind of God that we will know. We need to raise
our expectations.
If we truly believe that as it says in Hebrews 4:12 that the Word of God is alive and
active, then when we read the Word of God it will come alive for us.
Continued in next column
We need to have great expectations of God’s word. It’s important for us to pray before
we read the Word of God. We should come expecting that the Holy Spirit will open our
minds and our hearts, that the Holy Spirit will speak to us and that we will hear from God.
We need to have great expectations of God and God’s Word. Then we will discover, as the
people did in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah, that the Word of God is alive and active!

Calendar for Week of 1/23/2022
SUNDAY
8:30 - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45 - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45 - Sunday School
11:00 - Traditional Worship [Sanctuary]
11:00 - Parenting SS Class [Lounge]
11:00 - COGS Kids Music
11:00 - Confirmation Class [Forge]
4:00 - CR step study
MONDAY
10am—Staff Meeting
4-8—Private [sanctuary]
6:00 - CR Praise band rehearsal [WC]
TUESDAY
7AM—Private [gathering area]
7:00—Disciple [Lounge]
WEDNESDAY
5:30-8:00 - High School Yth [Hall/Forge]
7:00 - Celebrate Recovery
7:00—Traditional Choir [choir rm/sanctuary]
THURSDAY
5:00—Contemporary Design Team
5:30—Traditional Design Team
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
9:00 - Contemporary Worship Rehearsal
8:30 - PLACE Workshop [Hall/Lounge]

SUNDAY
8:30 - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45 - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45 - Sunday School
11:00 - Traditional Worship [Sanctuary]
11:00 - Parenting SS Class [Lounge]
1:00—CR Training [Hall]
4:00 - CR step study
5-8:00 - Youth Night [Hall]

