
OUR CHURCH FAMILY AT WORSHIP
1st Sunday after Christmas

December 26, 2021 Out of Place 11:00 A.M.

TIME OF GATHERING:  Read through Announcements, Pray over Concerns, Meditate
on Celebrations and the wonder and grace of God, and Thanksgiving to God…. 

PRELUDE Angels We Have Heard on High Robert lau

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Liturgist: We are here because we have heard a promise of peace,
People: and we have faith its day will come.
Liturgist: We have heard a rumor of justice
People:     and we have faith its day will come.
Liturgist: We have heard a whisper of hope
People:    and we have faith its day will come.
Liturgist: We have heard a hint of love
People:     and we have faith its day will come.
Liturgist: We have heard of the birth of the Christ-child
People:     and we have faith his day is here.
All:           Welcome to Christmas - welcome to worship!

*HYMN There’s a Song in the Air No. 249

*OPENING PRAYER
O Lord Jesus, thank you for the joys of this season, for the divine love that was

showered upon us when you first came as a little child.  But may we not think of
your coming as a distant event that took place once and has never been repeated. 
May we know that you are still here walking among us, whispering over our
shoulders, tugging at our sleeves, and smiling upon us when we need
encouragement.  May the message of Christmas stay with us, just as you stay with
us the whole year through.  In Christ's name we pray.  Amen.
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Colossians 3:12-17
 Liturgist: The Word of God for God’s people.

People:  Thanks be to God.

*RESPONSE Love Came Down at Christmas
Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas; star and angels gave the sign.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
In Christmas, we renew our trust in God who came to us as one of us.  
In Christmas, we renew our trust in the Holy Spirit who overshadowed a

young peasant girl named Mary.  
In Christmas, we renew our trust in Jesus who was limited to the womb of

Mary and yet is Emmanuel, God-with-us.  
In Christmas we renew our trust that Jesus is still with us.  Maranatha! 
Come, Lord Jesus, come!

SPECIAL MUSIC Nolan Fugate, Piano Solo
Audrey Fugate, French Horn Solo

GOSPEL READING Luke 2: 41-52
MESSAGE “Out of Place” Pastor Janet Saddel

*HYMN Once in Royal David’s City No. 250

AN INVITATION TO PRAY
+Prayer of Confession

Pastor: The prophet speaks of the coming light of God which calls all the people
of the earth to come together in God's realm of shalom.  Let us confess the
ways in which we have rejected God's vision of wholeness.

People: God of light and darkness, we have seen the glimmer of your
star-light beckoning to us, but we have turned away and followed
other paths. We confess that we have not loved you with all our heart,
with all our soul, with all our mind, and with all our strength. We
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  Forgive us, Holy One.
Strengthen our faltering steps and guide us in your holy way of peace. 
Amen.

Pastor: Lift up your eyes and see the grace of God poured out into your lives.
People: The light of God shines through the darkness.  Our hearts rejoice for

Christ is in our midst. 



+Pastoral Prayer
+Lord’s Prayer (trespasses)
+Sung Response Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus,
there is room in my heart for thee.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory O Jesus so Sweet, O Jesus so Mild Wilbur Held

*Congregational Response Doxology on screen

*HYMN Go Tell it on the Mountain No. 251

*BENEDICTION
Pastor: Depart now in peace, for your eyes have seen the salvation which God has

prepared for all people. Grow in strength and wisdom and bring forth a harvest
of righteousness and praise. And may God smile upon you and make you strong
and wise; may Christ Jesus share his inheritance with you freely; and may the
Holy Spirit open your eyes to the presence of God's Messiah.

People: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
All: In the name of Christ. Amen. 

*ORGAN RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE Joy to the World Robert lau

*All stand if possible   +All kneel or sit to pray

We thank all those who helped with the service this morning.  Liturgist: Joan Sowers

 Reverend Janet Saddel, Sr. Pastor
jsaddel@umcogs.org

Reverend Lisa Flory, Equipping Pastor
lflory@umcogs.org

December 26, 2021  1st Sunday after Christmas 11:00 A.M.
1500 Quentin Road / Lebanon, PA   17042

church: 717-272-7741   web: www.umcogs.org



Sermon Outline: Out of Place   by: Reverend Janet Saddel
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52

Pastor Janet Saddel

" After a visit to the temple, Jesus’ parents have begun the long journey home and they 

notice that Jesus is not with them. After searching, they find Jesus at the Temple. Jesus

said, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's

house?" 

" Jesus knew this was the place to be. Jesus grew to take ownership in the Temple. And

Jesus also invites his followers – us – to consider his house as our own. We are never

out of place when we are in a house of worship. We are always at home here. 

" We also learn from this event that we need to practice our faith. Even though Jesus was

born the Son of God, it was still necessary for him to observe all the religious practices

of the Jewish faith. Jesus, God with us, learned and practiced the matters of faith. We

see him coming with his family on this journey to Jerusalem; we know from the

Gospels that in his adult life he also observed all the holy days and made these journeys

to Jerusalem; and today we find him seeking knowledge in the Temple. 

" Those who put this lectionary together chose the passage from Colossians for the lesson

today, because Paul is telling us to behave like Jesus – to put on the clothing of Christ.

Just as Jesus spent time in the Temple learning and asking questions, we too, need to

spend time with each other in worship.  

" Here is where we learn to live with “compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and

patience; bearing with each other in forgiveness and love.”  These things don’t come

naturally to us - they must be learned and practiced - intentionally in the community

gathered here. This is why we are never out of place when we come to worship,

especially when we are working on living into the ways of Christ and not in the ways of

the world. 

" Anger, resentment, and unforgiveness – these things are out of place, not only at

Christmas, but in the heart of the one who follows Christ all year round. We must make

an effort to live in the ways of Christ. We must be intentional about putting on the

clothes of Christ.

" We must choose to embrace the ways of Christ, and we do that by imitating Jesus ... by

coming to the place where we learn more about God and about Christ. We ask the

questions and listen to each other and grow more into the image of Christ.

Calendar for Week of 12/26/2021
SUNDAY 

8:30 - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45 - Contemporary [Worship Center]

 11:00 - Traditional Worship [Sanctuary]
   4:00 - CR step study

MONDAY
4-8—Private [sanctuary]

   6:00 - CR Praise band rehearsal [WC]
   7:00—Compassionate Friends [Lounge]

TUESDAY 
7:00am Private [gathering area]

WEDNESDAY 
7:00 - Celebrate Recovery 
7:00—Traditional Choir [choir rm/sanctuary]

THURSDAY 
5:00—Contemporary Design Team
5:30—Traditional Design Team

FRIDAY New Years Eve...welcome 2022

SATURDAY 
9:00 - Contemporary Worship Rehearsal

SUNDAY 
8:30  - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45 - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45  - Sunday School

 11:00 - Traditional Worship [Sanctuary]
 11:00—Parenting SS [lounge]
 4:00 - CR step study


