
OUR CHURCH FAMILY AT WORSHIP
3rd  Sunday of Advent

December 12, 2021 Out of Our Hearts 11:00 A.M.

TIME OF GATHERING:  Read through Announcements, Pray over Concerns, Meditate
on Celebrations and the wonder and grace of God, and Thanksgiving to God…. 

CHILDREN’S SONG The Star from “The Little Drummer Dude”

PRELUDE People, Look East Robert Lau

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Liturgist: A voice cries out: "Prepare for God's arrival."
People: Make the road straight and smooth, a highway for our God.
Liturgist: Fill in the valleys, level off the hills.
People: Smooth out the ruts, and clear out the rocks.
Liturgist: For our God is coming!
All:    Let's worship together.

*HYMN Blessed Be The God of Israel No. 209

OPENING PRAYER
Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and

prepare the way for our salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings and
forsake our sins, that we may celebrate aright the commemoration of the nativity,
and may await with joy the coming in glory of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever.  Amen

SCRIPTURE LESSON Philippians 4:4-7
 Liturgist: The Word of God for God’s people.

People:  Thanks be to God.

*RESPONSE Prepare the Way of the Lord
Prepare the way of the Lord. Prepare the way of the Lord,

and all people will see the salvation of our God.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
In Advent, we renew our trust in God who came to us as one of us.  
In Advent, we renew our trust in the Holy Spirit who overshadowed a young

peasant girl named Mary.  
In Advent, we renew our trust in Jesus who was limited to the womb of Mary

and yet is Emmanuel, God-with-us.  
In Advent we renew our trust that Jesus is still with us.  Maranatha! 

Come, Lord Jesus, come!

CHOIR ANTHEM Wonders of His Love arr. by: Mary McDonald
Celebration of Faith Choir and Congregation

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH   Barry & Elizabeth Breneman
Advent Song Light the Advent Candle

Light the Advent candle three:  Think of heavenly harmony; 
Angels singing "Peace on Earth" at the blessed Savior's birth.
Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night;
Candle, candle burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light.

GOSPEL Luke 3:7-18
MESSAGE “Out of Our Hearts” Pastor Janet Saddel

*HYMN In the Bleak Midwinter No. 221

AN INVITATION TO PRAY
+Prayer of Confession

Gracious God, too often we think that because we say "I believe" or our
families have been Christians, we think we're okay in our faith. We are grateful
that you understand us, but as those who heard John the Baptist, you still
require us to confess our sins. Hear our prayer: "what then shall we do?"
Forgive us when we assume that our activities have made us good, but our lives
are not bearing-or showing-the fruits of righteousness. Help us to hear John's
message of the Good News: it's time to wake up and realize that the only way to
salvation is through Jesus-it is in turning to him and trusting in him that we
find salvation, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

+Pastoral Prayer
+Lord’s Prayer (trespasses)



+RESPONSE Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus,
there is room in my heart for thee.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory From Heaven Above to Earth I Come Friedrich Wilhelm Zachau

*Congregational Response Doxology Tune: The First Noel

*HYMN People, Look East No. 202

*BENEDICTION
Pastor: We are called to prepare for Christmas with inward preparation in our hearts.

Make room for the babe in the manger.
People: Then out of our hearts will come the fruits of faith. May it be so.  Amen.

*ORGAN RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE Lob seo dem allmachtigen Gott Johann Sebastian Bach
(Praise to the Almighty God)

* * *
*All stand if possible   +All kneel or sit to pray

The altar flowers for today are presented by Carolyn Haskell
in memory of Robert Haskell, husband

We thank all those who helped with the service this morning.  
Our Liturgist this morning is Reverend Glenn Esler.

Mission Statement for the Church of the Good Shepherd
We are committed to:

<Connecting persons to Jesus Christ
<Connecting with broken and hurting people
<Challenging persons to grow and celebrate their relationship with Jesus Christ
<Equipping persons and partnering with them to serve in God-powered ministry

 Reverend Janet Saddel, Lead Pastor
jsaddel@umcogs.org

Reverend Lisa Flory, Pastor
lflory@umcogs.org

Out of Our Hearts

December 12 , 2021  3rd Sunday of Advent 11:00 A.M.
1500 Quentin Road / Lebanon, PA   17042

church: 717-272-7741 / www.umcogs.org



Sermon Outline:

Out of Our Hearts

Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18
Reverend Janet Saddel

     John the Baptist tells us that “True faith bears fruit.” John said that having the blood of
Abraham doesn’t mean you are saved, any more than sitting in a church pew grants us a
ticket to heaven. Saying, “I believe in God” doesn’t mean we have a relationship with God. 
This is about living out the faith.  

     Abraham didn't set his eyes on his problems and worry about them, he trusted in God
for his future and stepped out in faith.  That’s what our passage from Philippians
encourages us to do – not to worry, but to turn that worry into prayer – and that in turn will
bring the peace of God into our lives.

     The Good News that John brought – the Good News of Jesus and the joyful news of 
Advent is that God comes to us, not to destroy us - but to refine us, to help us to become
all that we were meant to be – to give us fullness of life!

     This is about living out our faith. John’s 
 baptism was one of repentance, more than just a ritual cleansing – baptism is a call to new
life.  Our baptism should be life-altering.  The water cleanses us on the outside, but Jesus
cleanses us from the inside out.  In our baptism we are cleansed, renewed and we are
changed forever, from inside the heart to the outward way of living.  Can the people in our
lives tell that we are baptized?  Are they aware of the faith that we have in our hearts? 
What are the fruits we are bearing?

The rest of the world prepares for Christmas by looking at outward appearances.  But the
best present we can give or receive is the gift of the presence of Jesus in our hearts.  

2021 Mission Support
International

 Heifer Int., UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief), 
Congo Partners in Mission,  Africa University

Lebanon County
COGS in Motion,  Gretna Glen Support, Habitat for Humanity, Iglesia Nuevo Nacimiento,

Lebanon County Christian Ministries (LCCM), Support Connections of Lebanon
County(SCLC), Good Shepherd Care and Compassion Fund.

Calendar for Week of 12/12/2021
SUNDAY 

8:30 - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45 - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45 - Sunday School

 11:00 - Traditional Worship [Sanctuary]
 11:00 - New Members Class
 11:00—Safe Sanctuary Training [Hall]
 11:00 - Parenting SS Class [Lounge]
   4:00 - CR step study
MONDAY

4-8—Private [sanctuary]
   6:00 - CR Praise band rehearsal [WC]
 6:00—Safe Sanctuary Training [Hall]

6:00—Private [Lounge]
TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 
   5:30-8:00 - High School Yth [Hall/Forge]

7:00 - Celebrate Recovery 
7:00—Traditional Choir [choir rm/sanctuary]

THURSDAY 
5:00—Contemporary Design Team
5:30—Traditional Design Team

FRIDAY 
SATURDAY 

9:00 - Contemporary Worship Rehearsal
2-4:30 Pageant dress rehearsal [WC]
3:30 - Pageant short show [WC]

SUNDAY 
8:30  - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45 - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45  - Sunday School

 11:00 - Traditional Worship [Sanctuary]
 11:00 - Parenting SS Class [Lounge]

4:00 - CR step study
5-8:00 - Youth Night [Hall]
5:00—Christmas Pageant  [WC]

Little Drummer Dude
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