
OUR CHURCH FAMILY AT WORSHIP
16th  Sunday after Pentecost

September 12, 2021 Tongue Tied Truth 11:00 A.M.

TIME OF GATHERING:  Read through Announcements, Pray over Concerns, Meditate
on Celebrations and the wonder and grace of God, and Thanksgiving to God…. 

PRELUDE In Faith and Hope My Peace Abides Johann Sebastian Bach

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Liturgist: We come to listen to your word, O Lord
People: We want to share your word with others.
Liturgist: We call you our Messiah, our Savior.
People: We want to bring others to your love, your saving grace.
All: Blessings abound where your word is heard.

*HYMN Christ for the World We Sing No. 568

*OPENING PRAYER
Blessed Lord, when we read James, we find his description of our tongues

threatening and harsh. Yet we know the hurt that tongues can cause and how they
can mislead us from the truth. As we relate to others, guide and purify our tongues
that they may lead to you, our Savior. Tie our tongues to the truth of your word.
This we pray through Jesus, the Word made flesh, Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON James 3:1-12
 Liturgist: The Word of God for God’s people.

People:  Thanks be to God.

*RESPONSE
Unto God be praise and glory; to the Father and the Son, to th'eternal Spirit honor,
 now and evermore be done; praise and glory in the highest, while unending ages run.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
There is one hope, one calling, to which we are called.
The hope in our lives is Jesus.

There is one hope, one calling, to which we are called.
The call we must answer is God's.
There is one faith, one hope, one Lord of us all.
The Lord of our lives is Jesus.
There is one baptism, one Father of all.
The creator who calls us is God.
We are one body, one family, one church, woven by the Spirit with bonds of

peace.
With Christ's children throughout all of this earth, we are one body in unity and

love.  Amen

SPECIAL MUSIC Rock of Ages Hastings/arr by Gazda and Clark
Max Liedka, tuba and Jen Liedka, piano

SCRIPTURE Mark 8:27-38

MESSAGE “Tongue Tied Truth” Pastor Janet Saddel

*HYMN How Shall They Hear the Word of God No. 649

AN INVITATION TO PRAY
+Prayer of Confession (unison)

God of wisdom and light, you have given each of us the ability to share your
wisdom with those around us. You have given us tongues to speak and lives to
witness. But how often we have spoken words that hurt, and been poor
witnesses to Christ's name. Forgive us when our tongues cut like swords, or
our words are like forest fires, doing unrepairable damage and hurt. Help us
to hold our tongues so we may speak in love, not anger or malice, and to
witness to others our love of Jesus.  Amen.

+Pastoral Prayer
+Lord’s Prayer (trespasses)

+ORGAN RESPONSE

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory Trio Josef Rheinberger



*Congregational Response
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small;
love so amazing so divine, demands my soul, my life my all.

*HYMN Make Me a Captive, Lord No. 421

*BENEDICTION
Pastor: As people of faith we have gathered for worship.
People: As people of faith we now return to the world.
Pastor: Go out to share the story of faith, the story of life, with the world around you.
People: We share the faith in word and in deed, in speech and in action.
Pastor: As you go out to give a living witness, as you go out to testify to God's love

active in the world, go knowing that God goes with you, sharing the laughter
and the hope, the fears and the tears.

People: Thanks be to God! Amen.

*ORGAN RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune Robert Lau

*All stand if possible   +All kneel or sit to pray

Mission Statement for the Church of the Good Shepherd
We are committed to:

<Connecting persons to Jesus Christ
<Connecting with broken and hurting people
<Challenging persons to grow and celebrate their relationship with Jesus Christ
<Equipping persons and partnering with them to serve in God-powered ministry

We thank all those who helped with the service this morning.  

 Reverend Janet Saddel, Sr. Pastor
jsaddel@umcogs.org

Reverend Lisa Flory, Equipping Pastor
lflory@umcogs.org

September 12 , 2021  16th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 A.M.
1500 Quentin Road / Lebanon, PA   17042

church: 717-272-7741



Sermon Outline:"Tongue Tied Truth"    
James 3:1-12 and Mark 8:27-38

Proverbs 18:21 "Words can bring death or life!" James agrees with this when he
tells us that we need to be cautious about what we say. Our tongues can do much
damage. 

The best way to control our tongue is directly related (or tied) to the way we
answer the question that Jesus asked in our Gospel lesson this morning, "Who do
you say that I am?" 

If Jesus Christ is most the important person in our lives, if we can say as Peter
did, "You are the Messiah," "You are MY Messiah, you are my Savior," then what
comes out of our mouth should reflect that statement. 

If we confess that Jesus is Lord and we believe this in our hearts, then that
should make an impact on our hearts and lives. And we should be making an
impact on the world around us - for the good. 

If the truth of the gospel is in our heart, then our tongue should be tied to that
truth, so that whatever comes out of our mouth will be truthful. 

This is how we grow - by learning and by teaching the truth. Jesus said, "I am
the way the TRUTH and the life." He IS the truth. So if he is Lord of our life then
the truth lives within us. And since our tongue is tied to our heart, and the truth
lives within us, then our tongue is tied to the truth. 

1 Peter 3:15 tells us, "In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect." 

Jesus asks every one of us, "Who do you say that I am?" 

Calendar for Week of 9/12/2021

SUNDAY
8:30  - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45 - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45 - Sunday School 

  11:00 - Traditional Worship [Sanctuary]
 11:00 - Parenting SS Class [Lounge]
 11:00 -1:00 - Christmas Pageant practice [Hall]
 11:30 - Church Picnic 

4:00 - CR step study
6-7:30 - Youth Night 

MONDAY
4:00 - Suzuki [Sanctuary, Choir Room]
6:00—CR Praise band rehearsal [WC]

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY 
4-8:30 - HS Yth night [Hall/Forge]
7:00 pm—Celebrate Recovery 

THURSDAY 
5:00—Contemporary Design Team
5:30—Traditional Design Team

FRIDAY
SATURDAY 

7:30—Men’s small group [Lounge]
9:00 - Contemporary Worship Rehearsal

SUNDAY
8:30  - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45 - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:45  - Sunday School

 11:00 - Traditional Worship [Sanctuary]

 11:00 - Parenting SS Class [Lounge]
 11:00 -1:00 - Christmas Pageant practice [Hall]

4:00 - CR step study
6-7:30 - Youth Night 
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