
SUBJECT:  Living Forward as a congregation update… 

GREETINGS on this day the Lord has made!  We rejoice and are glad in it!  That is true today, yesterday, over the 
last year, and across the ministry and life of our congregation and people over the years.  

Our Church Council and Council Covid-19 Response Teams have led us through the many changes for more than a 
year as our community, nation, and world have been responding to the pandemic.  A meeting was planned for 
Monday May 24th to implement opportunities that were opening up following Center for Disease Control(CDC) and 
Pennsylvania guideline changes set for the end of May, and then the middle of May.  Just this week the CDC and 
state have issued a different direction responding to the availability of vaccines in our country.  We have been well 
aware that there has been wide discrepancy of opinions among the family of God at Good Shepherd.  With that in 
mind, we have attempted to be guided by the broad brush of the CDC, the latitude offered to houses of worship, and 
especially by prayer and love as we have provided multiple levels of close gathering and masking.   This letter has 
grown so large trying to anticipate just a few of the questions you may have and provide a framework to decide 
those not addressed.  While there are still some areas in our country and around the world that face tremendous 
need, the availability of vaccines in our area has met the demand by providing numerous opportunities and have 
even closed some sites due to lack of demand.  We ask our congregation to continue to pray for justice in 
distribution and the availability for all.  We will have persons available to assist anyone who has not been able to 
navigate the vaccine availability process. 

In response to the latest guidance, our congregation will no longer be expecting the wearing of “masks” of those 
vaccinated when entering our facility, ministries, and worship services.  We are expecting people to self-monitor 
what their personal risk levels are.  Since we will not know who has been vaccinated by choice or medical advice, 
the current guidance is that those who have not yet been vaccinated still wear the masks for their own protection 
and the care for others who are still at risk or concerned about their situation.  Vaccinated persons who still feel 
safest when wearing a mask are welcome to sit where they choose.  We are confident the members of our 
congregation will continue to act in the same love and compassion for one another we have celebrated over the last 
year.  It has been difficult.  We will be providing an area, for a season, in the worship center for those who remain 
unvaccinated and are uncertain and concerned about being around those unmasked, continuing to provide a variety 
of opportunities as we have over the last year.  Those who have any of the symptoms (which are similar to many 
contagious illnesses) are encouraged to take the time to heal at home, just as we have in the past - even during the 
cold/flu season. (Remember the elbow-bump instead of hand shake seasons?)  

The changes that the CDC seems to be making in its guidelines currently is relative to vaccinated individuals.  The 
basic guidance for mask wearing and distancing of unvaccinated children, youth, and adults as well as those with 
other health factors that compromise their immunity and resilience when becoming ill are currently unchanged by 
the CDC, who we are attempting to mirror.  For this reason, we will continue to provide space for distancing by and 
for masked unvaccinated individuals who are concerned about their safety.  Parents who are vaccinated with 
unvaccinated children shall be masked if seated with masked children/youth in the designated section.    Given that 
understanding, our Sunday School and small groups will continue to follow the guidelines in place for unvaccinated 
individuals, following the public-school example for children/youth.  Whether by choice or health reasons, 
unvaccinated and vaccinated-masked persons are to be welcomed and honored into the group with both their 
masks and distancing in place for their safety, and we are attempting to provide a space for all of us to be “in the 
room.” 

We are making people aware of our attempt to respond to the changing guidelines so individuals can make 
decisions based on their own sense of safety with the protocols.   We cannot ever guarantee that our facility is germ 
free and that we are not at any risk, any more than any of us can do the same in any other area of our homes and 
daily life.  I try to be guided by one of my favorite John Wesley (founder of Methodism) quotes:  “Though we 
cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be of one heart, though we are not of one opinion? 
Without all doubt, we may. Herein all the children of God may unite, notwithstanding these smaller 
differences.”   Given the many possibilities of why a person may or may not be wearing a mask or distancing, we 
will love and trust each other.  Our leadership has attempted to encourage our congregation to rise above the 
societal debates and be led by Paul’s word to the Philippians:  (2:3-4 ESV) “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to 
the interests of others.” 



We will continue to offer Saturday night and Sunday morning drive-in worship services this week and until we have 
the opportunity to assess the changing needs for varied sizes and levels of interaction in our worship services.  Our 
singers in the contemporary worship services will continue to sing behind the shields for a time, an easy gift and 
example.   Until we find that all singers are vaccinated, our choir in the traditional worship service will decide 
together what their next steps will be.   Since the effect of aerosol (possible virus-carrying-breath) transmission and 
singing seems to be an issue, we are asking that our congregation consider wearing a mask while singing until we 
are a little farther down the road with decreased transmission rates.   We consider this simply an intermediate step.  

We want to thank all of you for the grace you have extended to the leadership and one another as we have and 
continue to navigate these times.  They are attempting to do their best on our behalf.  We ALL look forward to a time 
when our journey forward will look more familiar to us.  The love and grace for every person expected and extended 
will never cease to be our goal.  Our love for Christ and the love of Christ continues to be the fragrance of our 
ministry.       

 

Thank you! 


