
Dear Parents, 

 Jesus’ followers preached the gospel in Jerusalem, and the 

good news spread to places like Judea and Samaria. More and more 

people believed, and new churches began as both Jews and Gentiles 

began to follow Jesus. 

 Barnabas went to Antioch—a city about 300 miles north of 

Jerusalem—where he brought Paul to help teach the believers. The 

church in Antioch grew. 

 The Holy Spirit told the believers at the church in Antioch to 

send out Paul and Barnabas to preach the gospel. The church obeyed, 

and Paul and Barnabas traveled to several cities and all over the island 

of Cyprus, telling both Jews and Gentiles about Jesus. 

 Consider Paul—once a devoted persecutor of Christians—

now a Christian missionary, devoted to obeying God’s call to go and 

tell others the good news about Jesus. This was Paul’s first missionary 

journey, and it wasn’t easy. Paul and Barnabas faced rejection in every 

place that they traveled. Some of the people believed, but some of 

them were angry. Many people rejected the truth about Jesus. In some 

places, the Jews made plans to kill Paul. 

 Paul and Barnabas never softened their message or 

abandoned their mission. In Lystra, Paul healed a man, and when the 

witnesses to this miracle began to worship Paul and Barnabas, the two 

men emphatically gave credit to the one true God. When Paul’s 

enemies attacked him and left him for dead, Paul continued on. Paul 

and Barnabas shared the gospel in Derbe (DUHR bih), and many 

people believed. 

 The Holy Spirit sent Paul and Barnabas to tell Jews and 

Gentiles about Jesus. If Paul had not taken the gospel to the Gentiles, 

many of us would probably not be believers today. God uses people to 

tell others about Jesus so that people all over the world can be saved. 

 Many people rejected the good news about Jesus, but 

God had a plan for Paul to share the gospel with Gentiles, no 

matter what troubles Paul faced. Many believed in Jesus. The 

church grew and the gospel spread so that people all over the 

world could be saved from their sin by trusting in Jesus. 
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In Sunday School Today: Paul’s First Journey (Acts 13-14) 

Memory Verse: 
 
Go, therefore, and make disciples of[ all na-

tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have com-
manded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age” Matthew 28:19-20 

Family Discussion Questions:  

• Name someone you can tell about Jesus. Pray for that person. 

SUMMER GAMES VBS 2021 
Tuesday, July 6th—Friday, July 9th 

6-8PM 

Train, Compete, Reach the Goal  

 

We are super excited about 
offering Summer Games VBS 
to our COGS Kids this sum-
mer!  The planning has start-
ed and it’s going to be a fun 
4-nights.  

 

We still need more people to 
help plan this event and to make this a safe 
but yet fun and memorable experience for 
our COGS Kids and community.  We will 
even have an Olympian visit and share 
about her experience in the Olympics!   

 

Registration is open via the Eventbrite link.   

https://cogssummergamesvbs.eventbrite.com 

It will be a fun week with lots of games/
competitions and some fun opening/closing 
ceremonies! 
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Gretna Glen Summer Camp  

Registration is Open! 
Summer Camp Brochure is out and regis-

tration is open!  Please know that COGS 

will contribute $50 towards any member/

regular attendee Day Camp fee and $100 

towards any Overnight Camp.  GG summer camp booklets 

are on the KidMin Table.  Please take one! 

One contribution/child/summer.       

 

 

 
Spring Clean Up at COGS Coming Soon 

May 8-May 29th 

Is your family looking for a  way to serve?  A sign up 

genius is out with many little jobs around the church 

grounds that need completed.  If you and your family 

would love to serve, please sign up for one of the 

“clean up” jobs. All of the jobs must be completed by 

May 29th, so you have some time to complete them as 

it works for you! It will be a great way to serve all while 

sprucing up our grounds!  The sign up is on the church 

website at www.umcogs.org. 

 

Pastor Al’s retirement  

As you know, Pastor Al will be retiring at the end of 

June.  How has his time at Church of the Good Shep-

herd impacted you and your faith? Put it in writing: it 

can be a letter, a poem a few pictures but please use 

only ONE 8-1/2 x 11” page.  We will then compile 

those pages into a book to give him at his retirement.  

Please email Abbie Burton your finished product or 

mail to church making it to my attention.  Must be 

submitted by May 30, 2021! 


