OUR CHURCH FAMILY AT WORSHIP
5th Sunday after the Epiphany
February 7, 2021

11:00 A.M.

TIME OF GATHERING: Read through Announcements, Pray over Concerns, Meditate
on Celebrations and the wonder and grace of God, and Thanksgiving to God….

PRELUDE

Praise to the Lord

Robert Lau

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Liturgist: We come to worship and to hear your word.
People: We come to renew our strength.
Leader: Too long have we listened to the bad news that surrounds us.
All:
Be with us as we worship, Lord, and teach us how to fly, soaring on the
wind of Your Spirit.
*SPOKEN HYMN

Praise to the Lord the Almighty

No. 139

*OPENING PRAYER
O God, we are gathered here under the shelter of your wings, nurtured by your
boundless love, and encouraged, then, to fly by faith on the wind of your Spirit.
You have spoken to us, saying "They that wait upon the Lord, shall renew their
strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles." Teach us how to wait, then,
that we may learn how to fly. May this nest we call "family" be built with sturdy
materials. Don't let us forget, though, that this nest was not created as a fortress
behind which to hide, but as a perch from which to take off. Strengthen us with
the assurance that we do not fly alone. This we pray, in Jesus' name. Amen.
SCRIPTURE LESSON
Liturgist: Isaiah 40:21-31
Liturgist: The Word of God for God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God.

*DOXOLOGY
Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart
Praise God who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore,
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God forever more.
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing.

No. 160

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Walk and Faint Not
This we have come to know, this is what we have heard:
the Eternal is an everlasting God, creator of heaven and earth, who does not
grow weary or faint; whose wisdom is unsearchable, giving energy to the meek
and strength to those who have none. Even youths shall faint and grow weary,
young athletes shall fall exhausted; but those who love the Lord Jesus and
patiently put their trust in God, shall renew their strength; they shall soar with
wings like eagles, they shall run and not weary, they shall walk and not faint.
MESSAGE

“Answer me this...”

SPOKEN HYMN

Pastor Alan Smith
see yellow insert

AN INVITATION TO PRAY
+Prayer of Confession
Everlasting God, we know how easy it is to forget your presence and power in
our lives. Focused on our daily planners, we do not pay attention to the night
sky and the stars that glitter. Surrounded by the sounds of anger, violence and
hate, we have trouble listening to your whispers of hope and grace. Thinking
that Scripture is filled only with stories, we cannot understand your truth which
can change lives. Forgive us. There is no one who can hold a candle to you when
it comes to mercy and hope. Lift us to our feet so we may walk with you; fill us
with your strength so we may serve your people; touch us with your healing so
we may proclaim to everyone the Good News that has come in Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Savior.
+Assurance of Pardon
Pastor: Haven’t you been listening? The Good News is this:
God never tires out, God is always with us,
God heals us with mercy, God strengthens us for service.
God never tires out, God is always with us,
God heals us with mercy, God strengthens us for service.

Reverend Alan Smith, Sr. Pastor
asmith@umcogs.org
Reverend Lisa Flory, Equipping Pastor
lflory@umcogs.org

People: The One who numbers the stars knows each of us by name.
Thanks be to God, we are forgiven. Amen.
+Pastoral Prayer
+Lord’s Prayer
THE LITURGY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
*SPOKEN HYMN

see insert

How Firm A Foundation

No. 529

*SENDING FORTH
Pastor: When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,
Our Father's full giving is only begun.
His love has no limits, His grace has no measure,
His power no boundary known unto men;
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus
He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again.
People: Having shared the bread and the fruit of the vine, we go out with
confidence, hearing Jesus say: “I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”
Amen
*Postlude

Voluntary in D Minor

William Boyce

*All stand if possible +All kneel or sit to pray

We express appreciation.. Rev. Glenn Esler -liturgist; Mark Olson -PowerPoint;
Phyllis Conrad - Organist; and all those who helped with this service.
Mission Statement for the Church of the Good Shepherd
We are committed to:
<Connecting persons to Jesus Christ
<Connecting with broken and hurting people
<Challenging persons to grow and celebrate their relationship with Jesus Christ
<Equipping persons and partnering with them to serve in God-powered ministry
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THE LITURGY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, our Alpha and our Omega, whose strong and loving arms encompass the
universe, for with your eternal Word and Holy Spirit you are forever one God…
…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is Jesus Christ, who called you Abba, Father…
… And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union w ith
Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts, that in the breaking of this
bread and the drinking of this wine we may know the presence of the living Christ and be
renewed as the body of Christ for the world, redeemed by Christ's blood. …
…Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory
is yours, almighty God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Sermon Outline: CHANGE YOUR NEWS FEED
Isaiah 40: 21-31

Pastor Alan Smith

We are developing “information fatigue.”
Remember that God is still the almighty God of creation, the God of redemption, the God of
hope….
Isaiah is focused on the Babylonian exile which began in 586 B.C. when Nebuchadnezzar II of
Babylon destroyed Jerusalem and the temple and enslaved the Jewish people.
The people were worn down.
They have lived with feelings of powerlessness.
The prophet challenges them - assures them – God is not powerless.
The greatest distance that held their lives hostage, however, was not the length of the road home,
it was not the physical distancing that crushed them much as the spiritual separation.
The “news fatigue” has drugged them, sedating them to inaction and shut their eyes and hearts to
any vision for the day.
We are called to abandon our perch of observation and begin to soar again.
God engages us to life empowered by His presence and purpose.
“Waiting on the Lord” : we actively engage our lives to seek have our priorities, perspective,
purpose and plans shaped God Himself.

The narrative of our day, of our lives CANNOT be shaped by the fears, accusations,
despair.
Annie Johnson Flint:
He giveth more grace as our burdens grow great er,
He sendeth more strength as our labors increase,
To added afflictions He addeth His mercy,
To multiplied trials He multiplies peace.
When we have exhausted our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed ere the day is half-done,
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources
Our Father's full giving is only begun.
His love has no limits, His grace has no measure,
His power no boundary known unto men;
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus
He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again.

Calendar for Week of 2/7/21
SUNDAY
8:30 - Drive In Worship [Parking Lot]
9:45 - Contemporary in Worship Center
9:45 - Sunday School
11:00 - Traditional Worship in Sanctuary
6-8 - Youth Night
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
7:00 am - Prayer & Sacrament
2:00 - Small Group [Lounge]
7:00 pm—Celebrate Recovery
THURSDAY
12:30—Prayer Ministry
5::00—Design Team
5:30—T Design Team
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
7:00—Men’s sm grp
9:00 - Contemporary Worship Rehearsal
6:00 - Drive In Worship [Parking Lot]
SUNDAY
8:30 - Drive In Worship [Parking Lot]
9:45 - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:30 - Sunday School [in house]
11:00 - Traditional Worship in Sanctuary
6-8 - Youth Night

