
Dear Parents, 

 The early church was made up mostly of Jewish believers 

who had grown up believing they needed to fully obey God to be 

accepted. Grace was a new concept for them, and many struggled with 

understanding how grace and obedience fit together. Some made the 

mistake of thinking that once they had acceptance in Jesus, obedience 

didn’t matter after all. 

 This greatly concerned James—Jesus’ half-brother and a 

leader in the church at Jerusalem— so he wrote a letter to the Jewish 

Christians scattered throughout the Roman Empire. James wanted 

these Christians to understand that grace and obedience do not work 

against each other; they work with each other. 

James wrote, “Be doers of the word. If you hear the word but don’t do 

it, you fool yourselves. Anyone who is a hearer but not a doer is like 

someone who looks at himself in a mirror, goes away and forgets right 

away what he looked like.” James wanted Christians to realize that true 

faith in Jesus—a faith that comes by grace—will always lead to action. 

True faith is an active faith. 

 James gave an example: When we look into a mirror and 

see something is not right—our hair is out of place or food is stuck in 

our teeth—we don’t just walk away; we fix it. The gospel is like that 

mirror. It shows us what is true about ourselves, and when we see we 

are not living out our true identity, we should want to address it. 

 Help your kids understand that true faith in Jesus always 

leads to living differently. When we trust in Jesus, God changes our 

hearts so that we will want to live a life pleasing to Him. We aren’t 

accepted by God because of our obedience; we obey God out of 

gratitude because we are accepted by Him through Jesus. 

Jesus said, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my word” (John 14:23). 

James reminded believers to be doers of the word. Jesus rescues us 

from sin and frees us to live a life that honors God. By doing what is 

good and right, people who trust Jesus can show that they really 

believe in Him. 

      Because God created everything, He is in charge of 
everything. Everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin separates us 
from God. The good news of the gospel is that God sent His Son, 
Jesus, to take the punishment we deserve. Everyone who trusts 
in Jesus will be saved. 

Easter in a Box 
Are here!  Please make sure you stop by 

and pick them up if you ordered one, so 

you have them to begin the activities on 

Wednesday, February 17th, Ash 

Wednesday.  I look forward to you 

growing closer to Jesus as a family by 

completing the activities together. 

 

Looking forward to seeing pictures of your 

children participating!  

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES 
cont., 

Lent Begins:  Wednesday, February 17th 

Palm Sunday:  Sunday, March 28th 

Good Friday: Friday, April 2nd 

Easter Sunday: Sunday, April 4th 

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES 

COGS Kids T-shirts Are here!  They are in ABC order on a table 

in the gathering area under the coat racks.  Please stop in and 

pick them up when you can.  We have extras if you didn’t order 

them.  If you would like to donate towards the cost, please put the 

money in the envelope at Check-In.  Thanks so much! 

COGS Kids Choir: Will be held next week at 

11:45am via Zoom with Serena.  If your son/

daughter are participating, please log on at 

this time using the Meeting ID/Passcode 

below. 

Meeting ID: 889 5110 3452  
Passcode: 550711  
 
Speaking roles:  Those that have speaking roles, please log on 

today to practice the script at 11:45am with Serena using the 

Meeting ID above.   

 
 

 
 

CHILDREN & FAMILY Ministries 

February 14, 2021 

In Sunday School Today: Doers of the World (James 1-2) 

Memory Verse: We who are many are one body in Christ and 

individually members of one another. (Romans 12:5) 

Family Discussion Questions:  

• Why is Jesus worth any suffering we may face? 

• How can we love people who don’t believe the gospel? 

SUMMER GAMES VBS 2021 

Tuesday, July 6th—Friday, July 9th, 2021  

Train, Compete, Reach the Goal  

 

We will be having a VBS meeting via Zoom 
on Monday, February 22nd at 6:30pm.   

 

We will be in need of a lot of people helping this summer 
to make this a safe but yet fun and memorable experience 
for our COGS Kids and community.  We will even have an 
Olympian visit and share about her experience in the 
Olympics!   

 

Let Abbie know if you are interested in being on the VBS 
committee for this summer.  Both behind the scene and 
week of opportunities to serve! 

 

Memory Verse:   

We who are many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another. (Romans 12:5) 

Special Music for  

Easter Sunday 

 
As we begin to plan our East-

er Sunday services, we will be looking for a  few 

children/youth to share their gifts by playing 

during the services.  If your son/daughter would 

be interested, please email Abbie at abur-

ton@umcogs.org.   
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