OUR CHURCH FAMILY AT WORSHIP
4th Sunday after the Epiphany
January 31, 2021

11:00 A.M.

TIME OF GATHERING: Read through Announcements, Pray over Concerns, Meditate
on Celebrations and the wonder and grace of God, and Thanksgiving to God….

PRELUDE

Air

George Frideric Handel

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Liturgist: Let us worship God, whose love builds us up.
People: We celebrate being the body of Christ.
Liturgist: We are of greater use to God as we work together in community.
People: We build up one another for servant ministry.
All:
Thanks be to God for placing us in His community.
*SPOKEN HYMN

O Church of God, United

MESSAGE

No. 547

*OPENING PRAYER
Loving God: We feel full of knowledge and risk being “puffed up”, but we often
lack understanding. Help us to build up rather than tearing down. Let us
encourage one another and work together in the service our Lord. Thus we will
help each other grow in faith and relationship with You. We thank you for Your
great love and pray that we may spread that love to all. Amen.
SCRIPTURE LESSON
1 Corinthians 8:1-3; Ephesians 4: 11-32
Liturgist: The Word of God for God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God.
*SPOKEN DOXOLOGY
Holy, Holy, Holy (vs. 4)
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name, in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
This I Believe
I believe in an innovative God,
who does not wait for us to find ourselves
but comes seeking the lost and calling us into a new way.
I believe in Jesus of Nazareth as God’s crucial initiative,
that when he calls us to follow, Christ also gives us the power
to become, both in creed and deed, the children of the living God.
I believe in the Spirit by whom Jesus still comes to us,
calling us to follow him into an obedience which is true liberty
and to a humble service which is the fruit of holy friendship.
I believe in the church as the fellowship of Christ’s people,
called to respect and support one another through joys and tribulations
as we travel the road towards the “promised land” of God’s future.
Because Christ has called me, in this I truly believe. Amen

No. 64

“Build Up One Another”

SPOKEN HYMN
I Would Be True
1. I would be true, for there are those who trust me;
I would be pure, for there are those who care;
I would be strong, for there is much to suffer;
I would be brave, for there is much to dare.
2. I would be friend of all—the foe, the friendless;
I would be giving, and forget the gift;
I would be humble, for I know my weakness;
I would look up, and laugh, and love, and lift.
3. I would be faithful through each passing moment;
I would be constantly in touch with God;
I would be strong to follow where He leads me;
I would have faith to keep the path Christ trod.

Pastor Alan Smith

Reverend Alan Smith, Sr. Pastor
asmith@umcogs.org
Reverend Lisa Flory, Equipping Pastor
lflory@umcogs.org

AN INVITATION TO PRAY
+Prayer of Confession (unison)
Holy God, we confess that we are an arrogant people—so full of “knowledge”
that we hardly have any room for love. We confess that we too often judge when
we really need to listen. We confess that we push people away when you call us to
welcome them into our communities. We confess that we think only about
protecting ourselves when we are challenged to risk everything for others. Lord,
forgive us for being more concerned with “being right” than we are with
“showing love.” Forgive us for demanding uniformity when you call us to
celebrate diversity. Guide us, Great God, to live according to your unconditional
love. Teach us to see one another as sisters and brothers, that we may learn to
live as one family…
+Morning Prayer
+Lord’s Prayer (trespasses)
+ORGAN RESPONSE
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

*SPOKEN HYMN

No. 664

*BENEDICTION
Liturgist: Go now, strengthened by the testimony of Christ.
Keep alert and wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Continue to do right and remember God in your ways.
And may God enrich you in speech and knowledge of every kind;
May Christ Jesus strengthen you to the end;
And may the Holy Spirit guide you in faithful living until he comes.
People: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, In the name of Christ our
Lord. Amen.
*ORGAN RESPONSE
*POSTLUDE

The Ash Grove
*All stand if possible +All kneel or sit to pray

Wilbur Held

We express appreciation..- liturgist; Mark Olson -PowerPoint; Phyllis Conrad - Organist;
and all those who helped with this service.

BUILDING ONE ANOTHER UP
January 31 2021

4th Sunday after the Epiphany
1500 Quentin Road / Lebanon, PA 17042
church: 717-272-7741 • home phone: 717-273-9685

11:00 A.M.

Sermon Outline: “Build Up One Another”
Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 8:1-3 and Ephesians 4: 11-32

Pastor Alan Smith

The development of the Body of Christ and the people of God = participation in what
God is doing in the world.
“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.”
Some things need to be torn down… other things need to be built up, strengthened.
What needs redefinition, redemption, or transformation…?
What is broken and needs to be abandoned, deliverance from, and/or healing.
The alternatives to building up one another:
1. Tearing down; diminishing; de-valuing; taking the breath of the Spirit of God out of a
person.
2. Ignoring someone… not being mindful/loving them real time
3. Create a dependency on us rather than connection with God…
4. Carelessly dismiss others as if they didn't matter…
WE BUILD ONE ANOTHER UP BY ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER
WE SEEK PEACE
WE REMAIN CONSISTENT IN OUR MINISTRY TO AND WITH ONE ANOTHER.
WE BUILD UP ONE ANOTHER BY PARTICIPATING IN WHAT GOD IS DOING IN
EACH OTHER'S LIVES
WE BUILD UP ONE ANOTHER FOR SERVANT MINISTRY
WE SPEAK HONEST TRUTH TO AND WITH ONE ANOTHER IN WAYS THAT
HELP THEM GROW IN FAITH AND LIFE.
WE WATCH OUR TONGUE, OUR TALK.

Mission Statement for the Church of the Good Shepherd
We are committed to:
<Connecting persons to Jesus Christ
<Connecting with broken and hurting people
<Challenging persons to grow and celebrate their relationship with Jesus Christ
<Equipping persons and partnering with them to serve in God-powered ministry

Calendar for Week of 1/31/21
SUNDAY
8:30 - Drive In Worship [Parking Lot]
9:45 - Contemporary in Worship Center
9:45 - Sunday School
11:00 - Traditional Worship in Sanctuary
6-8 - Youth Night
MONDAY
7:00—Mission Team Meeting [Zoom]
TUESDAY—Groundhog Day!
11:00—Free noon meal @ LCCM
WEDNESDAY
7:00 am - Prayer & Sacrament
THURSDAY
12:30 Prayer Ministry
5:00 Contemporary Design Team
5:30 Traditional Design Team
7:00 pm—Celebrate Recovery
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
7:00—Men’s sm grp
9:00 - Contemporary Worship Rehearsal
6:00 - Drive In Worship [Parking Lot]
SUNDAY
8:30 - Drive In Worship [Parking Lot]
9:45 - Contemporary [Worship Center]
9:30 - Sunday School [in house]
11:00 - Traditional Worship in Sanctuary
6-8 - Youth Night

The envelope enclosed in your
Worship Bulletin this morning is for
“Human Relations Day,” January 17, 2021.

