
Dear Parents, 

 Peter’s story of faith began when Jesus said, “Follow 

Me.” (Matt. 4:18) Peter and his brother Andrew—two fishermen from 

Galilee—left their nets and followed Jesus. As one of Jesus’ twelve 

disciples, Peter witnessed firsthand Jesus’ miracles and teachings. 

 Peter believed that Jesus is the Messiah (Matt. 16:16), and 

he was understandably upset when Jesus predicted that Peter would 

deny Him (Matt. 26:34-35). Peter fell asleep as Jesus prayed in the 

garden, and he drew his sword to defend Jesus when He was 

arrested. (Matt. 26:40; John 18:10) Peter denied Jesus three times, but 

after the resurrection Jesus appeared to Peter and the other disciples. 

Then Jesus restored Peter to ministry at the sea of Galilee. (John 

21:15-19) 

 The first 12 chapters in the Book of Acts record the Holy 

Spirit’s work through Peter after Pentecost. God revealed to Peter that 

the gospel is for everyone—Jews and Gentiles. Peter was arrested 

and imprisoned for sharing the gospel, but an angel of the Lord 

rescued him. (Acts 12:1-8) 

 Peter wrote his first letter sometime between AD 62 and 64 

to believers who had experienced persecution and suffering. He 

encouraged them and reminded them how to live holy lives as 

followers of Christ, looking forward to an eternal reward in their true 

home—heaven. 

 Peter’s letter was written nearly two thousand years ago to 

believers who were not far removed from Jesus’ life on earth. We still 

wait eagerly for Jesus’ return, but God calls us to faithfulness in hard 

times—using our time on earth to better know and love Him, and to tell 

others about Him. As believers, we are all called to live a life of love 

and to glorify God by what we do and say, even in the midst of trials 

and troubles. 

 The Bible says Christians will suffer for following 

Jesus. Peter encouraged believers who faced persecution for 

their faith. Through suffering, God can make us more like His 

Son. Jesus gives us hope and true life so we can live joyfully for 

Him, even in hard times. 

New Year Devotions: Would you like some 

accountability in completing a devotional this 

New Year?  The Bible App has some amazing 

plans that you can do on your own!  You can 

even set a reminder on your phone that if you 

didn’t do them by a certain time, it will send 

you a notification!  Download the YouVersion 

Bible App and start today!  Send an invite to 

your friends and family, and do them together! 

 

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES cont., 

Lent Begins:  Wednesday, February 17th 

Palm Sunday:  March 28th 

Good Friday: April 4th 

Easter Sunday: April 4th 

 

• We will be praying about the possibility of having 
some sort of an Easter Festival/Egg Hunt.  Stay 
tuned for information on these events. 

 

VBS 2021 (DATES TBD):   

• Summer Games   

Train, Compete, Reach the Goal  

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES 

COGS Kids T-shirts Are here!  They are in ABC order 

on a table in the gathering area under the coat racks.  

Please stop in and pick them up when you can.   

COGS Kids Choir: Will be held today, January 10th at 

11:45am via Zoom with Serena.  If your son/daughter 

would like to participate, please log on at this time using 

the Meeting ID/Passcode below. 

Meeting ID: 889 5110 3452  
Passcode: 550711  
 

 

 

 

 

God & Your Goals  
Have you taken some time to think about your 
goals for 2021?  I have a bit but haven ’t prayed 
about it nor written anything down.   

 

Having goals is good. God wants you to live a life with 
purpose. Within the Bible, there is no checklist or 
formula for how to setting God-given goals. 

 

The fact that you’re asking and seeking His will for your 
life means that you are already on the right path. Take 
some time and pray about it, reflect and write it down.   

 

Check out the goal setting sheet I emailed out this past 
Tuesday.  Sit down with your family and set some 
goals! 

    Happy 2021, 

         Abbie 

 

 

CHILDREN & FAMILY Ministries 

January 10, 2021 

In Sunday School Today: Faithful in Hard Times (1 Peter 1-2) 

Memory Verse: His[a] divine power has given us everything 

required for life and godliness through the knowledge of him 

who called us by[b] his own glory and goodness. (2 Peter 1:3) 

Family Discussion Questions:  

• What is the hardest situation you ever faced? 

• How has God helped you in hard or sad times? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%201%3A3&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30465a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%201%3A3&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30465b

