
 

 

 

 

        
       December 13th     

 The Holy Spirit Came 

      December 20th  

       Jesus Is Born 

 
*As our Children’s Ministry is taking a few weeks 

break from in person gathering, we will be 

having all lessons via Zoom WITH breakout 

groups at 9:45.   

Please email Abbie at aburton@umcogs.org if 

you are not receiving emails from her.  Since the 

emails come from Mailchimp now, some of your 

email settings may be taking them to spam or to 

a newsletter folder in your email. 

 

Reverse Advent Calendar 
 

As a church, we are asking that you participate 
in a Reverse Advent Calendar this year. Rather 
than receiving a piece of chocolate each day of 
Advent, this special 
calendar has you 
place one item for 
donation into a 
household box, 
which you will then 
bring to our Christmas Week worship nights as 
an offering of worship and service to Jesus! 
Clothing items can be a gently used item; but all 

underwear needs to be brand new.       

COGS Kids Children’s Choir… 
 
recorded their 
Christmas pieces this 
weekend!  We are 
excited to share the 
recordings with our COGS Family.  As soon as it 
is finished—we will be sure to share it out.  A 
huge thank you to Serena Heffner, our COGS 
Kids Choir Director, Katie Kokan for 
choreographing the dance to Immanuel and to 
Peter Lee for helping with the recording & 
production of the video.   

 
 

 
Because of Bethlehem 

 
Christmas Eve wasn't going to be the same this 
year, so we are going way outside the box to 
share a drive-through worship experience this 
Christmas week!  This unique and meaningful 
experience will include classic Christmas 
activities like caroling, candle-lighting, and a 
Christmas message; it will also include a live 
nativity with animals and actors!   

Please sign up to get your slot now.  Spaces are 
filling up and we don’t want you to miss it! Every 
family who comes through will receive a special 
gift from COGS Children’s Ministry.  (Parents—
don’t buy a cake/icing to make a birthday cake 
for Jesus—you will be getting one the evening 
you drive through.) 

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, He 

appeared to His disciples over a 40-day 

period. At one point, He appeared to more 

than 500 people. During that time, Jesus 

taught about the kingdom of God. Some of 

them wondered if Jesus was finally going to 

overthrow the Roman government and set 

up His kingdom on earth. 

Jesus had a different plan for the disciples. 

He directed the Eleven to go to a mountain, 

where He appeared to them again. They 

worshiped Him, but some still doubted. 

(Matt. 28:17) On the mountain, Jesus gave 

His disciples the Great Commission. He 

commanded His disciples to go into the 

world and preach the gospel, the good news 

about Him.  

The Great Commission is not just for 

missionaries far from home. All believers are 

called to share the gospel with others, teach 

them to obey God’s commands, and baptize 

them in the name of the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. Jesus finished His commission 

with a profound promise: “And remember, I 

am with you always, to the end of the age” 

(Matt. 28:20). 

Jesus told the disciples to remain in 

Jerusalem until they received the Father’s 

promise—the Holy Spirit. Those who 

repented of their sins and trusted in Jesus’ 

death and resurrection would be baptized by 

the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit would give 

them power to live holy lives and take the 

gospel to the ends of the earth. After Jesus 

told the disciples these things, Jesus was 

taken up into the sky—right in front of their 

eyes! 

Jesus left earth and returned to heaven, 
but He did not leave us alone. Jesus 
promised to send the Holy Spirit to be 
with us and help us do God’s work—to 
teach people everywhere about Jesus so 
they will trust in Him as their Lord and 
Savior. One day, Jesus will return to 
make all things new and to rule as Lord 
overall. 
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