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A publication of the UMC Good Shepherd 

WORSHIP AT GOOD SHEPHERD: (with masks and social distancing at our indoor services) 

 

Drive-in Worship:  Saturday evenings at 6:00P.M. and Sunday mornings at 8:30A.M. 

Contemporary Worship:  Sunday mornings at 9:45AM 

Traditional Worship: Sunday mornings at 11AM    

Streaming Worship Services: The 9:45AM service is live-streamed on our Facebook page at 9:45AM  

        Sunday mornings. 

Recorded Worship Services:   The 9:45AM service is also recorded and uploaded to our website  

         Sunday afternoon through the following week. 

 

 

ATTENTION TEAM LEADERS:   

   We are currently working at preparing our financial pictures for our teams as we look  

forward to building our budgets for 2021.  You will receive information as it becomes 

available, as limited as it may me.   

   Dates to look forward to:   

 Church Council:  August 10 at 7PM. 

 Annual Charge Conference will be November 23rd at 5PM  

  (that is the latest time I could schedule).   

These meetings are all scheduled to be ZOOM meetings at this time. 

If your team needs assistance in setting up a ZOOM meeting, please contact Pastor Al. (717-272-7741) 

Lebanon County Christian Ministries Fundraiser and More... 

   The last few months have been difficult for all of us. LCCM has been assisting many more families recently 

with food, clothing and shelter due to job losses and safety changes due to COVID challenges. 

   In conjunction with the Hurdles to Housing fundraiser (see page 3) we will also be collecting food and cloth-

ing for LCCM. Below is their wish list but they are happy for any non-perishable food. There will be a large 

box in the gathering area for whenever you are inside the church for services or a meeting. At all other times 

there will be two bins outside the main entrance to the church. Place your donations in the bins and they will 

be added to the box inside the church. Thank you all so much!  

 

WISH LIST  
Canned Soups,  
Beef Stew,  
Spam,  
Sugar,  
Flour,  
Personal Care items,  
Baby Formula  
Baby Food,  
Diapers in sizes 4,5 and 6.  

Sneakers in all sizes, adults and children,  
Sport Bras,  
Men and Boys Boxers 
Infant and Toddler Socks.  
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Many days I find myself groaning, calling out to God like the prophet Habakkuk  - “How long, Lord, must I call 

for help…?”  Some translations begin the passage with “The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received…”  

Some say “The oracle…”   One translation of the word for prophecy or oracle is “burden”.   We get that, don’t 

we.  “The burden received…”…  “How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen?  Or cry out to you, 

“Violence!” but you do not save?  Why do you make me look at injustice?  Why do you tolerate wrongdoing?  

Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds.”   

 

   It is with a humbling sense of admiration that I have heard our congregation groan the “burden”.  The 

breadth of opinion of the people of the Good Shepherd concerning the state of affairs in our land, even the 

world, is considerable, the singleness of faith and longing to serve remains firm.  The hope that looks to an-

other day beckons us forward.   

 

  Though the prophecy to Habakkuk revealed a burden of judgement ahead, the framework God shared is 

noteworthy for an invitation to stand with hopeful trust… “The Lord’s Answer - “Look at the nations and 

watch— and be utterly amazed.  For I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe, 

even if you were told…”  I have seen God doing some amazing things through the people of our congregation 

over these last months… Some almost routinely as part of their regular life and calling, and others stepping 

out past anything comfortable and participating in what God is calling them to accomplish.  Indeed, I am  

utterly amazed..   

 

   As you see in this newsletter, the various leaders across the ministries of the church continue to discover 

ways to provide opportunities for service, discipleship, planning and worship.   

As God spoke to Habakkuk – “Look and watch!” 

       ~Pastor Al. 
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A Book Study and Conversation on Racial Injustice 

 

WHAT: Join Connor and Pastor Lisa for a book study of The Trouble I’ve Seen: 
Changing the Way the Church Views Racism. This book, written by Dr. Drew Hart, 
explores America’s racialized history and the invitation from Jesus to forge a new 
kind of community where every race and ethnicity is first seen, and then  
celebrated! In our current culture, where the world’s brokenness is so clearly seen 
in conversations around race, we invite you to a season of humbly listening to a 
trusted black brother who can help us see a new-old way of following Jesus. 

WHEN: Tuesday, September 8. 7:00 – 8:30 PM.  This is a 9-week Study. 

WHO: This course is available for anyone, teen or older, interested in hearing a 
black perspective on Jesus’ call to discipleship and how we can inhabit our  
racialized world in a godly way! 

 

 

 

Hurdles to Housing (Formerly Box City) 

 

WHAT:  Lebanon County Christian Ministries (LCCM) annual Box City event is going digital, and YOU (yes, 
you) can now be a force for change in our community!  
   This year, the all-new “Hurdles to Housing” fundraising event presents a challenge for you, as an individual 
or as a family, to set aside some of your comfort to raise money to support LCCM’s Fresh Start Shelter and 
Resource Center.  
   To participate, you will receive a BINGO card of challenges that give you just a small taste of what  
homelessness looks and feels like in Lebanon. Your job: Complete as many of the squares on the card as 
you can, and raise funds while doing it! Ask your neighbors, your extended family, and all your social media 
friends to sponsor you as you complete BINGO Squares. LCCM wants each team, family or individual to aim 
for $500, and we believe COGS can be a huge part of helping them reach that goal! 
 

WHEN: Now – August 21, 2020. 
 
WHO: While Box City was always geared toward teens, this new fundraising campaign is available to  
EVERYONE! Whether you’re an adult or a second grader, YOU can be the difference in Lebanon by your 
involvement! 
 
HOW:  

   1.  Click the “Become a Fundraiser” button here: https://bit.ly/3eDPXei 
   2.  Download the “Hurdles to Housing” Bingo Card on the same page. 
   3.  Contact all your friends and family to see if they will sponsor you to complete an activity!   
 For example, “Grandma, will you donate $50 if I complete the Walking Challenge?” 

 

 

Gretna Glen Work/Camp Week 
 

   During the week of July 20-23, a crew of 22 students and 9 adults served in three work teams at Gretna 
Glen! One team painted three and a half cabins; another team installed 30 trail-steps to improve hiking  
safety; and our final team worked to improve the siding and loading dock on Newcomer’s Dining Hall! 

https://bit.ly/3eDPXei
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The Forge Student Ministry Update 

Hey everyone!  It’s been a long season of social distance from one another, and I 
don’t just mean the 6 feet! Nevertheless, our Forge Family has in many ways 
grown closer during this time, focusing more on sharing our stories with one  
another, enjoying one another’s quirks, and learning one another’s silly and  
profound thoughts.  We will continue to gather together in outdoor gatherings for 
the foreseeable future.  Here are a few of the things going on right now, and more 
information about the start of the school year will be coming shortly! 

 

Wednesday Night Ice Cream Visits 

Each Wednesday night, I load up my car with Ice Cream and Ice Pops and come to you!  If you haven’t had a 
visit yet, just you wait, but I’ve loved being able to spend some time with all our families!  Thank you all for 
your hospitality and for letting one crazy youth pastor with melting ice cream in his car be a part of your  
family’s evening! 

 

Sunday Night Picnics 

Every Sunday night, we gather around a campfire (or under the pavilion) for food, games, and faith  
conversation. It’s nothing flashy, but we spend time together sharing what really matters to us. It really is like 
a family picnic every week! 

 

Save the Date: Volunteer Celebration for Doug Kiss on August 9 

Our fearless leader Doug is hanging up the Youth Ministry hat at the end of this summer, and we want to 
show him how much we appreciate him with one final party! 

 

Gretna Glen Work/Camp Week 

Though it’s already completed, we want to highlight the 15+ students and even more leaders who are  
devoting time to service and play at Gretna Glen the week of July 20 – 23!  Thank you all for being a part of 
this exciting new experience that’s part mission trip, part camp week! 

If you know of someone in our church 
who has need for a printed copy of the newsletter, 

please, let Alice at the church office know 
717-272-7741  or asnell@umcogs.org 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY HAPPENINGS 
August 2020 

Even though we haven’t been meeting in person for Sunday School; we 
still have a lot of faithful families who are logging on every Sunday to learn!  
We are into the New Testament and just finished learning about Jesus  
being a Healer and now we are learning about Jesus the Teacher.   
Just this past week, the kids learned about The Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5-7).  We will continue to meet at 9:30 on Sundays through-
out the rest of August via Zoom. 

   Many of the kids have come in on Monday evenings to enjoy a paint  
party lead by Abby Entrekin and have painted some beautiful creations! 
(See the picture to the left)  

Our families also can be a part of the Summer Family Challenge.  
   The Summer Family Challenge is an exciting “choose your own adventure” family activity that provides par-
ents and children with many different options for a memorable, fun and faith-filled summer. 
   The idea is simple: Each family received an 8-page Challenge Guide with various assignments.  Then, they work 
together to complete as many of the challenges as they want. Each chal-
lenge has a point value, ranging between 10 points and 350 points. Our 
families have been helping water neighbor’s flowers, leaving cookies and a 
thank you note for the garbage men and  
postal workers, having some epic water gun/balloon fights with the family, 
spending time together as a family having a movie night, picking up litter 
from their neighborhood and calling grandparents asking them for prayer 
requests.   
   It’s been neat to see their pictures as they are completing the challenges.  
Each week, we have a drawing to pick 2 families who are participating.  The 
first week, our winners won a $15 gift certificate to Fox Meadows, which 
were generously donated by them.  And this past week, two families won a 
$15 gift certificate to Patches.      
    

Abbie and Nate left cookies for their garbage man. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 

Given the uncertainties on the projection of the virus and its effect on gatherings of our community, we 
will be re-visiting our plans for the fall on August 10

th
 with our Children’s Ministry Leadership Team.   

We will be following what our local school districts do as far as in-person gathering suggestions.   

Tentatively our “Moving Up/Fall Kick Off” would look like: 

 

Saturday, August 29
th

:   

 7pm: Drive in Back Pack Blessing (all students bring their back pack to be blessed for the new year) 

 You can come to the 6pm Drive-in or just come for the 7pm Back Pack blessing  

 Blessing of a Back Pack (bring a back pack and supplies to donate to kids in need in our local school districts) 

September 6
th

:   

 Nursery Open 

 Move-Up Sunday: Move up to your new grade level Sunday School classroom 

September 13
th

:   

 *We will not be starting in the Sanctuary.  Children will sign in and then get dropped off right in their classrooms.   

**We will decide what protocols we will need at our meeting on 8/10 to begin our Children’s Ministry safely.   
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Blessing of a Backpack for Those in Need 

Last year, our congregation donated close to 100 bookbags to be given to 
local school districts for children/youth in need.  I received several thank you 
letters from administrators and social workers who work for the districts letting 
us know what a blessing that was for so many kids. 
   With the uncertainty of the school year and with the possibility of reduced 
income for many students’ families, let’s help bless them again with a book-
bag and supplies to help make their school year successful! 

    If you can purchase a bookbag and supplies, great!  If you can only  
purchase a bookbag, great!  The school districts are so appreciative of any 
help we can give their students.  Please have the bookbags/supplies to the 
box in the gathering area by Sunday, August 30th.  (We will have a box available for drive in services as well.) 

  This year, more than ever, students are going to be required to have their own supplies so they will be in 
great need. 

Suggested supplies: 

Elementary:  Pencils, colored pencils, crayons (16ct), glue stick, pencil box, dry erase marker 

MS/HS: notebooks (single subject), pens/pencils, scissors, tissues, crayons, colored pencils, hand sanitizer, 

 

 New this year!  Children’s Choir! 

 Join us at the kick-off of COGS Kids' Virtual Choir on Sunday, September 6th!   
 We will be tuning in via Zoom at 11:45 to preview our Fall Music.   
 All children entering K-6th grade are welcome to take part.   
 Join us to see if this exciting new adventure is for you!   
 For more information, please contact Abbie Burton or Serena Heffner                
 snheffner1@gmail.com).   

 See you there! 

COGS KIDS new vision and new logo are coming soon! 
 

Our KidMin Leadership Team has been working hard these past few months.  We have a 
logo narrowed down to 3 designs—now we want our COGS Kids to pick!  We only have a 
few days to do it, so be sure you checked your email.  When we reconvene in the fall 
(fingers crossed), we will have some fun new items to share with the kids and parents!   

"connecting to broken and 
hurting people" 
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