
 

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

The last three months of life as individuals, families, local communities, and of course even the larg-
est communities that reach across the globe as states, nations, and indeed the world itself, have tried the 
very fiber of our existence and our relationships.  The Church, as the people of God, has sought ways to 
speak hope and healing while facing the challenges of how to actively engage in providing stability during 
such times through these unfamiliar challenges with.  As well, we have been seeking visionary direction to 
move us and our communities into a new and different tomorrow. 

Over these months, we have learned to worship using new tools and styles while staying connected 
to the constant of our relationship with the living God. Our children and family ministries have engaged in 
meaningful and developmental opportunities for both faith and life.  Our youth and young adult ministries 
have engaged in new avenues for growth, support, discipleship and mission that, like these other minis-
tries, have established tools and networks that will long endure past the crises we have been facing.  In-
deed, we will come through these times stronger servants of God.  Our sights have been set on faithfulness 
and ministry and not mere survival.   

Knowing this is a time for steadfast faithfulness, we have determined to walk carefully and deliber-
ately through decisions about movements toward a ministry that will feel more familiar to us all, while con-
tinuing a forward movement to where God is leading us for the future.  The decisions about how to contin-
ue to move forward are founded on our desire to protect and support those most vulnerable rather than 
simply appealing to the majority.    Following the Good Shepherd who would leave the 99 to go for the one 
that became lost along the way, we ask the important question – what is the direction that will best ex-
press the love, kindness, and healing of Jesus?   We did this when we stopped holding normal public gath-
ered worship services, groups, teams, and ministries.   The day came when we began drive-in worship and 
campfire youth groups, for example.  Our Sunday School entered times of breakout groups where children 
could meet and grow with their friends over the internet.  Small groups have met over the internet and 
have kept in touch via phone.  Our ministry teams have learned to creatively meet using the tool of 
“Zoom”.  I could go on.   

The main purpose of this letter is to inform you that our “next” step regarding worship and larger 
gatherings will begin this Sunday, June 21, with a new environment for worship.  We will continue to offer 
“Drive-in Church” on Saturday evenings at 6PM and also offer the service online.  We are nearing the possi-
bility of live-streaming worship as well during one of the worship Services on Sunday mornings.  Since it will 
be quite different from our historic styles of worship, we are careful to not refer to these steps as 
“returning”.   The main common thread will be simply that we will worship God.  We will have the oppor-
tunity to pray in the same space, to have our attention focused on God together as we are led in cele-
brating and trusting God in His greatness and goodness in praise.  But, it will be different.  

 
As we approach the main entrance, we will be greeted by a team of welcoming and caring volunteers who 
will ask the questions we have become familiar with:  
 



a. Do we have a fever? 
b. Do we have a new or worsening cough? 
c. Do we have a new or worsening shortness of breath? 
If we must answer yes to any of the questions, the welcome team will give us a sheet to guide us how to seek 
medical attention instead of attending worship that day, asking us to first care for the needs that the church 
cannot care for and limiting the exposure of the potential virus to others and potential spread.  If we have 
none of these common symptoms, we will then enter the building wearing our masks and stay distanced by 
about six feet from the household in front of us and proceed to the worship center or sanctuary.  We will be 
seated by the ushers from the front to the back and households will be separated by about 6’ from the next 
individual or group.  During worship we will be asked to not sing outwardly, but instead hum or set our atten-
tion on God, singing and praying the songs in our own hearts, minds, and spirit rather than projecting 
through our voices, an activity that has been identified as possibly contributing to the spread of the virus.   
Like silent retreats, this has the wonderful possibility of becoming a powerful spiritual discipline that can be 
practiced anytime and anywhere to focus our attention on God and open our minds and hearts to hear from 
Him.  There will be offering baskets/plates at the doors of the worship center/sanctuary to make their offer-
ings at worship since no plates or baskets will be passed.   

Following the services we will be excused from the worship services by the ushers a row at a time to 
maintain the continuity of the social distancing as we gracefully return to our cars and continue home.  We 
anticipate with hope another day to come when we will loudly sing God’s praises, when we will warmly greet 
one another personally, when everyone will feel safe and protected as we come to grow, worship, or serve at 
Church of the Good Shepherd.  People who are uncomfortable with the guidance, boundaries, and opportu-
nities of our transitional worship services are encouraged to participate in any of the other styles of worship 
being offered.  They may find the privacy or freedom of their own home or car more acceptable during this 
time.   A helpful video will be posted on the church website to walk you through a simulation of the process 
in a light-hearted way.    

A special section in the gathering area is being prepared for those unable to wear a mask for health 
reasons.  We are very concerned for their wellbeing and want to have a safe place for them.  There will be no 
café during this phase of our “next steps” of worship at Good Shepherd.   Small groups are continuing to de-
termine how best to meet during this season of cautious transitions.  The Celebrate Recovery Ministry team 
is continuing to guide the various ministries under its umbrella safely through this season while also creative-
ly facing the challenges to meet the needs to provide support as well as navigate the challenges of the pan-
demic.  

We are very aware that the various opportunities for worship, study, fellowship, and service are quite 
different from what we have been familiar.  At the same time, we have heard many stories of how some of 
the many changes, differences, creative opportunities have reached to and blessed people and families in 
surprising and exciting new ways we will want to continue.  We do not anticipate that all things we are doing 
now will be how we will be doing things forever.  We do, however, find it exciting to know that some of the 
new directions we are exploring will open new doors for ministry in the future.  We believe there are some 
caring actions we find necessary to take now that will not be necessary after the pandemic is passed.  We cel-
ebrate the grace, peace, and patience of the people of Good Shepherd during this time. 
 

Most Sincerely, 

 



Children and Family Ministry     Summer 2020 
What will the summer of 2020 look like for our Church of 

Good Shepherd children and families?  It will look a 

little different, for sure.  As of last week, our Chil-

dren’s Ministry Leadership Team has made the decision to hold off on Sunday morning 

Sunday School until late summer (back to school time.) It gives our team the ability to put 

together our procedures to keep our COGS KIDS safe for the new school year. 

We will continue to offer virtual Sunday School throughout the summer and many other 

opportunities for spiritual growth for your kiddos.  The time will be changing, so be on the 

lookout for that information soon!  We will be putting together another packet pick up for 

the summer, which will include a “Grow Like Jesus” packet along with our summer curricu-

lum coloring pages and a few other fun, family activities.  Abbie  sent out an email last 

week, if you are interested in the printed resources.  Please reply to her email so she 

knows how many need printed/put together.   

We are excited to see many of you return to our Worship Services as a family and know that you will all grow through 

attending “Family Worship” every Sunday this summer.  We will have coloring pages/sermon notes for each child that 

attends for the 8:30 and 9:45 services but we are asking that you please bring crayons/markers/pens from home to use. 

(Maybe even a clipboard if you have one!)  We will also be incorporating a Children’s Message each Sunday at the 9:45 

service.   

In order to still meet this summer, we will be doing a grade level a week (Kindergarten—5th grade) on Monday evenings 

from 6:00-7:30pm. I am excited to announce that Abby Entrekin, from For Paint’s Sake, will be coming to lead a paint 

party with each grade level. Our older kids will be painting the image to the upper right!  I’m so excited to offer this great 

opportunity to be together.  We will also do some personal goal setting and prayer time during this Monday night meet-

ing.   I will be emailing more details about the Monday night gathering. If you don’t receive emails from me, Abbie Burton, 

please email me at aburton@umcogs.org and ask to be added to my email list.   

Mondays from 6:00-7:30pm in the Gathering Area (area right outside the Worship Center)  

June 29: 3rd grade* 

July 6: 2nd grade 

July 13: 1st grade 

July 20: Kindergarten 

*Note the skip of 6/22.  No gathering on 6/22. 

Our Children’s Ministry Leadership Team met last week, as I stated above and we are hoping to have some really neat 
things put in place for the start of the 2020-2021 school year,  I won’t give anything away yet but the team is working 
hard!  More details coming later this summer! 

 

Be well and many blessings, 

Abbie Burton 

Director of Children and Family Ministries 

aburton@umcogs.org 

 

Youth Ministry Update 

This summer, the Forge Student Ministry will host on-site small groups each Sunday evening for times of 
fellowship and faith conversation. During the weeks, we will continue our Tuesday-night Bible Study and 
Wednesday Game Night through Zoom (at least to start). Stay tuned to our Student e-mail  
communications, text messages, and social media for new opportunities that arise as we continue to  
navigate our present situation. —Connor Felty, Director of Youth Ministries 


