
Dear Parents, 

 Ezra was a priest in Babylon at the end of the exile. More 

than 50 years after the first group of exiles returned to Jerusalem 

and completed and dedicated the temple, Ezra led 

a second group back to Jerusalem. 

 Just as God had been with Nehemiah, He was with 

Ezra—granting him favor with the Persian king. The king gave Ezra 

permission to go to Jerusalem. He provided Ezra with 

a letter and access to resources to ensure safe travel. (See Ezra 

7:11-26.) 

 Ezra traveled to Jerusalem with a purpose. God’s people 

had spent 70 years in exile, and they needed to be reminded how to 

live. As a scribe, Ezra was an expert on the law 

of Moses, and he had “determined in his heart to study the law of 

the LORD, obey it, and teach its statutes and ordinances in 

Israel” (Ezra 7:10). 

 Under Nehemiah’s leadership, the people had rebuilt 

Jerusalem’s walls. They gathered together at the Water Gate to 

hear the law of Moses. Men, women, and children—anyone who 

could understand—came to listen to the reading of God’s Word. 

 From early morning until midday, Ezra read from the book 

of the law of Moses. He stood on a high wooden platform where 

everyone could see and hear him. Ezra opened the 

book of the law, and everyone stood up. The Levites helped the 

listeners understand the words of the law. The people reacted 

strongly to hearing and understanding the law of Moses. Verse 9 

says the people wept. The law revealed their sin, and they repented. 

 The law reveals our sin and how short we fall of meeting 

God’s standard. As you share with your kids, help them recognize 

that we cannot meet God’s requirements. We need a Savior. God 

sent Jesus to obey the law perfectly and die for our sins. We can 

trust in Him for salvation.  

 God's Word is powerful. When Ezra read God's Word, 

the people loved God more and changed their ways. The Bible 

says that Jesus is "the Word." Jesus is God who came to live 

with people on earth. Jesus has the power to change our 

hearts. 

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES 
cont., 

COGS CFM 2020 Devotions: If you are 

interested in participating in 

devotions alongside of many 

others here at COGS, please 

download the Bible app and find 

these plans:   

2/18-2/24: Love Does 

2/25–3/1:  The Fruit of the Spirit 

3/1– 4/7: The Habit of Happiness 

4/8-4/14:  On Calvary’s Hill 

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES 

Parents Night Out is a go!  Sign up on the CFM 

Table if you would like a night out or a quiet night at 

home on Friday, February 28th from 

5:30-8pm.   We will be starting with a 

pizza dinner and then they will have 

crafts and game time.  Abbie and 

Connor will be leading it along with 

the Youth who will be holding this evening as a 

fundraiser for their new Youth Room.  The event will be 

by donation.  We will have a separate room for children 

ages 0-2.  

COGS Roller Skating Party:  We have the Mt. Gretna 

Roller Skating Rink reserved on 

Sunday, March 8th from 4:30-

6:30pm.  Sign up to come on 

out and enjoy a late afternoon 

skating with your COGS family!  

The only cost will be skate rentals or bring your own!  

Concession stand will be open as well.   

Children’s Clothing Swap: We will be hosting our 

first Children’s Clothing Swap on Saturday, March 14th 

from 1-4pm. See the  flyer on the Fun, Fellowship 

and Service Table for more information.  We need 

people to join our Swap Team to help collect on 

Sundays from (11:00-1:00pm) and then sort/set up on 

March 13th.  Please contact Stephanie Boyer at 

teachingkidsalways@gmail.com if you’d like to be a part 

of this great service project.  Donations are being 

accepted Sundays 11-1pm and Mondays 6:00-

7:30pm.  Clothes must be washed in hot water 

before donating. 

Washington D.C. Bus Trip:  Deadline to sign up is 

TODAY (2/23) to  head to Washington D.C. on 

Saturday, 3/28!  $30/pp and all are welcome! 

CHILDREN & FAMILY Ministries 

February 23 2020 

In Sunday School Today: God’s People Redeemed 

Memory Verse:  Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal 
glory in Christ Jesus, will personally restore, establish, strengthen, and 

support you after you have suffered a little. 1 Peter 5:10  

Family Discussion Questions:  

Why might we feel sad because of our sin? 

• Why can we celebrate despite our sin? 

 

Big Picture Question: 

 Who is in control of everything? 

God is in control of everything in heaven and on earth.  

. 

Memory Verse: 

Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ 

Jesus, will personally restore, establish, strengthen, and support you 
after you have suffered a little. 1 Peter 5:10  

Easter Festival (SAVE THE DATE):   

Eggstra Special Egg Hunt:  Sat. 4/4  11-1pm 

COGS Family Egg Hunt:  Sat. 4/4  1:30-3:30pm 

VBS 2020 (SAVE THE DATE): 3-day 

Sunday, June 28th—Tuesday, June 30th  

*If you’d like to be a part of the planning committee, we 

will be meeting on Sunday, March 1st at 11am 

 

GRETNA GLEN DAY CAMP WEEK—July 20-24th  

“Wet & Wacky” 

COGS will contribute $50 towards any 

member/regular attendee Day Camp fee 

and $100 towards any Overnight Camp.  

One contribution/child/summer.       

Announcements are now on the website.  Visit 

www.umcogs.org to see all of the latest an-

nouncements/KidMin Newsletter.  

 Even if you miss a week, you can still be in-

formed of What’s Happening! 


