
Dear Parents, 

 Nehemiah was a Jew living in Persia. He served as the 

king’s cupbearer. When the Persian Empire conquered the 

Babylonians, King Cyrus allowed God’s people to return 

to Judah. Two or three million Jews had originally been deported, 

but only a remnant—50,000 people—returned. They set up their 

homes and rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem. 

 But when God’s people faced opposition in rebuilding the 

rest of Jerusalem, they stopped. Some 70 years passed, and the 

walls and gates around the city were still ruined. 

 City walls and gates were very important in Bible times. 

Thick walls protected a city from its enemies and provided a sense 

of safety and security. Gates were the center of city life, the meeting 

place for commercial and social transactions. Without these 

structures, the surviving remnant of God’s people struggled and was 

vulnerable to attack. 

 Nehemiah traveled from Persia to Jerusalem to lead the 

effort in rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls. His leadership was effective. 

Nehemiah 3 describes all the people working together to rebuild the 

gates and walls. But it wasn’t long before Nehemiah met opposition 

from local governors. God’s people armed themselves and kept 

working. 

 They completed the wall in just 52 days. Note how their 

enemies reacted: “All the surrounding nations were intimidated and 

lost their confidence, for they realized that this task had been 

accomplished by our God” (Neh. 6:16).  

 Now God’s people were protected from their enemies. 

Help your kids see that God provided the way for us to be protected 

from our enemies, sin and death: He sent His Son, Jesus, to die on 

the cross for our sins. When we repent and trust in Jesus, He frees 

us from sin and death. We still sin, but we are no longer slaves to 

sin. (See Rom.6:17-18.) We may die a physical death as a result of 

sin, but we have eternal life. (See John 11:25-26; Rom. 6:23.) 

 Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the walls around 

Jerusalem to protect them from their enemies. Jesus came to 

protect us from our greatest enemy, sin and death.  

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES 
cont., 

 

COGS CFM 2020 Devotions: If you are 

interested in participating in devotions alongside of 

many others here at COGS, please download the 

Bible app and find these plans:   

2/6-2/12:  Union With Christ 

2/13-2/17: I Am 

2/18-2/24: Love Does 

2/25–3/6:  The Fruit of the Spirit  

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES 

Games at Cedar Haven: Come out to Cedar 

Haven as a family to play board games, complete 

puzzles or play cards with the residents of Cedar 

Haven from  2-3pm TODAY. A great way to 

serve and bring joy to the residents there!   

COGS Roller Skating Party:  We have the Mt. 

Gretna Roller Skating Rink reserved on Sunday, 

March 8th from 4:30-6:30pm.  Sign up to come 

on out and enjoy a late afternoon skating with 

your COGS family!  The 

only cost will be skate 

rentals or bring your own!  

Concession stand will be 

open as well.   

Children’s Clothing Swap: We will be hosting our 

first Children’s Clothing Swap on Saturday, March 14th 

from 1-4pm. See the  flyer on the Fun, Fellowship 

and Service Table for more information.  We need 

people to join our Swap Team to help collect on 

Sundays from (11:00-1:00pm) and then sort/set up on 

March 13th.  Please contact Stephanie Boyer at 

teachingkidsalways@gmail.com if you’d like to be a part 

of this great service project.  Donations are being 

accepted Sundays 11-1pm and Mondays 6:00-7:30pm.  

Clothes must be washed in hot water before donating.  

Washington D.C. Bus Trip:  We already have one 

bus full and are well on our way to filling the 2nd one to 

head to Washington D.C. on Saturday, 3/28!  Deadline 

for signing up for is Sunday, February 23rd.  $30/pp 

and all are welcome! 

CHILDREN & FAMILY Ministries 

February 16, 2020 

In Sunday School Today: The  Walls Rebuilt 

Memory Verse:  Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal 
glory in Christ Jesus, will personally restore, establish, strengthen, and 

support you after you have suffered a little. 1 Peter 5:10  

Family Discussion Questions:  

 Why were walls so important in Bible times? 

• How is Jesus similar to the walls Nehemiah built? 

 

Big Picture Question: 

 Who is in control of everything? 

God is in control of everything in heaven and on earth.  

. 

Memory Verse: 

Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ 

Jesus, will personally restore, establish, strengthen, and support you 
after you have suffered a little. 1 Peter 5:10  

Easter Festival (SAVE THE DATE):   

Eggstra Special Egg Hunt:  Sat. 4/4  11-1pm 

COGS Family Egg Hunt:  Sat. 4/4  1:30-3:30pm 

VBS 2020 (SAVE THE DATE): 3-day 

Sunday, June 28th—Tuesday, June 30th  

*If you’d like to be a part of the planning committee, we 

will be meeting on Sunday, March 1st at 11am 

 

GRETNA GLEN DAY CAMP WEEK—July 20-24th  

“Wet & Wacky” 

COGS will contribute $50 towards any 

member/regular attendee Day Camp fee 

and $100 towards any Overnight Camp.  

One contribution/child/summer.       

Announcements are now on the website.  Visit 

www.umcogs.org to see all of the latest an-

nouncements/KidMin Newsletter.  

 Even if you miss a week, you can still be in-

formed of What’s Happening! 


