
Dear Parents, 

 The Babylonian captivity ended when Cyrus, the king of 

Persia, took over Babylon and let God’s people go home. Some of 

God’s people—now called Jews (people from Judah)—traveled 

back to Judah to rebuild the temple, the city, and their lives. Others, 

however, stayed in Persia where life among the pagans was 

relatively comfortable. 

 The king of Persia was now Ahasuerus (uh haz yoo EHR 

uhs), also known by his Greek name, Xerxes (ZUHRK seez). Esther 

was a young Jewish girl who became queen of Persia. The former 

queen had defied the king and was promptly replaced. 

 Esther had been an orphan, so her cousin Mordecai 

adopted her. Mordecai kept in touch with Esther while she lived in 

the palace. One day, the king gave Haman the Agagite a very 

important position in the kingdom. The king even commanded the 

people to bow down to Haman. But Mordecai refused. 

 Haman was a descendant of Agag, king of the 

Amalekites. The nations of Israel and Amalek did not get along. 

Haman was angry, but instead of just punishing Mordecai, he 

planned to kill all the Jews in the kingdom. 

 In this week’s Bible story, Mordecai turned to Esther for 

help. After all, she was in a position of power, and the Jews were 

her people. The stakes were high, but Esther approached the king 

and explained her people’s plight. Review the details in Esther 7.  

 Note how Esther described Haman: “The adversary and 

enemy is this evil Haman” (Esth. 7:6). We too have an adversary—

the Devil. He prowls around like a lion, seeking people to devour. (1 

Pet. 5:8) He loves nothing more than to destroy believers and hinder 

the work of God. Satan thought he had succeeded when Jesus died 

on the cross, but God—working frequently behind the scenes—

raised Jesus from the dead and defeated Satan once and for all. 

(See Heb. 2:14-15.) 

 God was in control over Haman’s evil plan to destroy the 

Jews. Like Haman, Satan wants to ruin God’s plan and destroy 

believers. Satan thought he had won when Jesus died on the 

cross, but God raised Jesus from the dead and defeated Satan 

once and for all. All who believe in Jesus are rescued from sin and 

death. 

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES 
cont., 

COGS Roller Skating Party:  We have the Mt. 

Gretna Roller Skating Rink reserved on Sunday, 

March 8th from 4:30-6:30pm.  Sign up to come 

on out and enjoy a late 

afternoon skating with your 

COGS family!  The only cost 

will be skate rentals or bring 

your own!  Concession stand 

will be open as well.   

 

COGS CFM 2020 Devotions: If you are 

interested in participating in devotions alongside of 

many others here at COGS, please download the 

Bible app and find these plans:   

2/6-2/12:  Union With Christ 

2/13-2/17: I Am 

2/18-2/24: Divine Direction 

2/25–3/2:  Love Does—Experience A Life Of 
Love... 

 

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES 

Games at Cedar Haven: Come out to Cedar 

Haven as a family to play board games, complete 

puzzles or play cards with the residents of Cedar 

Haven from  2-3pm on Sunday, February 16th. 

A great way to serve and bring joy to the residents 

there!  Sign up on the CFM table or on the sign up 

genius. 

Parents Night Out: Would you like an evening to go 

out and enjoy time with your spouse or friends or 

maybe just stay home and enjoy the quiet?  On Friday, 

February 28th from 5:30-8pm, we will be offering 

childcare so you can do 

just that! We will be starting 

with a pizza dinner and 

then crafts and games.  

Abbie and Connor will be 

leading it along with the 

Youth who will be holding this evening as a fundraiser 

for their new Youth Room.  The event will be by 

donation.  Sign ups are out today on the CFM table.  

(Depending on how many youth we get to help—we 

may need to limit the amount of children participating—

stay tuned!) 

 

Children’s Clothing Swap: We will be hosting our 

first Children’s Clothing Swap on Saturday, March 14th 

from 1-4pm. See the  flyer on the Fun, Fellowship 

and Service Table for more information.  We need 

people to join our Swap Team to help collect on 

Sundays from (11:00-1:00pm) and then sort/set up on 

March 13th.  Please contact Stephanie Boyer at 

teachingkidsalways@gmail.com if you’d like to be a part 

of this great service project.  We need more help! 

CHILDREN & FAMILY Ministries 

February 9, 2020 

In Sunday School Today: Esther Saved Her People (Esther) 

Memory Verse:  Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal 
glory in Christ Jesus, will personally restore, establish, strengthen, and 

support you after you have suffered a little. 1 Peter 5:10 

Family Discussion Questions:  

 • How do you feel knowing God is in control of all things?   

• Have you ever felt like God is not in control of your life? 

Big Picture Question: 

 Who is in control of everything? 

God is in control of everything in heaven and on earth. 

. 

Memory Verse: 

Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ 

Jesus, will personally restore, establish, strengthen, and support you 
after you have suffered a little. 1 Peter 5:10 

Easter Festival (SAVE THE DATE):   

Eggstra Special Egg Hunt:  Sat. 4/4  11-1pm 

COGS Family Egg Hunt:  Sat. 4/4  1:30-3:30pm 

VBS 2020 (SAVE THE DATE): 3-day 

Sunday, June 28th—Tuesday, June 30th  

*If you’d like to be a part of the planning committee, be 

on the lookout for an initial meeting for 2020 VBS. 

GRETNA GLEN DAY CAMP WEEK—July 20-24th  


