
Dear Parents, 

 After many years living as prisoners in Babylon, God’s 

people had returned to Judah. They had worked hard and overcome 

opposition to rebuild the temple and the walls around Jerusalem. 

Surely God would restore them … finally! But nothing happened. As 

they waited, they faced drought and economic uncertainty. God’s 

people probably didn’t feel like God had blessed them at all. 

 “It is useless to serve God,” they said. “What have we 

gained by keeping his requirements?” (Mal. 3:14). Did God still 

care? It wasn’t long until God’s people fell back into the same 

patterns of sin that led to their exile in the first place: idolatry, 

covetousness, hypocrisy, arrogance, and abuse of the poor. 

 But God did still love His people. He had been working 

out His divine plan of redemption, and He never gave up on them. 

God sent a message to His people through the prophet Malachi. 

Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets. He spoke to 

God’s people approximately 100 years after the end of the 

Babylonian captivity. Malachi’s message from God was a wake-up 

call. 

 God communicated through Malachi that the people’s 

lack of blessing didn’t mean that God didn’t care. God exposed His 

people’s sin and made clear that their actions merited a curse. 

God’s people needed to repent and turn back to God. “But for you 

who fear my name,” God said, “the sun of righteousness will rise 

with healing in its wings” (Mal. 4:2). 

 Explain to your kids that 400 years of silence followed 

Malachi’s prophecy; God did not communicate to His people. This 

period brings us to the New Testament, when the silence would be 

broken by the last prophet before Jesus, John the Baptist. His words 

about Jesus in John 1:29 offered hope to all who heard: “Here is the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

 Malachi was a messenger—a prophet—who told 

God's people to repent. Malachi also told about another 

messenger God would send. This messenger, John the Baptist, 

would call people to repent and get them ready for a final 

Messenger, Jesus Christ. Jesus would bring good news of 

salvation. 

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES 
cont., 

COGS CFM 2020 Devotions: If you are 

interested in participating in 

devotions alongside of many 

others here at COGS, please 

download the Bible app and find 

these plans:   

2/25–3/1:  The Fruit of the Spirit 

3/1– 4/7: The Habit of Happiness 

4/8-4/14:  On Calvary’s Hill 

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES 

COGS Roller Skating Party:  We have the Mt. Gretna 

Roller Skating Rink reserved on 

Sunday, March 8th from 4:30-

6:30pm.  Sign up to come on out 

and enjoy a late afternoon skating 

with your COGS family!  The only 

cost will be skate rentals or bring your own!  

Concession stand will be open as well.   

Children’s Clothing Swap: We will be hosting our 

first Children’s Clothing Swap on Saturday, March 14th 

from 1-4pm. See the  flyer on the Fun, Fellowship 

and Service Table for more information.  We need 

people to join our Swap Team to help collect on 

Sundays from (11:00-1:00pm) and then sort/set up on 

March 13th.  Please contact Stephanie Boyer at 

teachingkidsalways@gmail.com if you’d like to be a part 

of this great service project.  Donations are being 

accepted Sundays 11-1pm and Mondays 6:00-

7:30pm.  Clothes must be washed in hot water 

before donating. 

Safe Sanctuary Trainings:  For anyone working with 

children, young or vulnerable adults here at Church of 

the Good Shepherd; you must have Safe Sanctuary 

Training as well as your Child Abuse, Criminal 

Background Check and FBI * clearance to serve.  Safe 

Sanctuary Trainings are about 40-minutes in length and 

will be held, TODAY AT 8:45AM in Larry Berger Hall 

and then again on Sunday, March 22nd at 11am. 

Please sign up on the Welcome Center to attend.  

Fun, Fellowship & Service Committee will be 

meeting Mon, March 2nd at 6:30pm in Room 23 to plan 

out our spring/summer fun and service projects.   

CHILDREN & FAMILY Ministries 

March 1, 2020 

In Sunday School Today: Malachi the Prophet (Malachi) 

Memory Verse:  Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal 
glory in Christ Jesus, will personally restore, establish, strengthen, and 

support you after you have suffered a little. 1 Peter 5:10  

Family Discussion Questions:  

• Why do we offer our best to God?   • How did God offer His best to us?  

• Who was the messenger Malachi said would come before Jesus?  

Big Picture Question: 

 Who is in control of everything? 

God is in control of everything in heaven and on earth.  

. 

Memory Verse: 

Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ 

Jesus, will personally restore, establish, strengthen, and support you 
after you have suffered a little. 1 Peter 5:10  

Easter Festival (SAVE THE DATE):   

Eggstra Special Egg Hunt:  Sat. 4/4  11-1pm 

COGS Family Egg Hunt:  Sat. 4/4  1:30-3:30pm 

VBS 2020 (SAVE THE DATE): 3-day 

Sunday, June 28th—Tuesday, June 30th  

*If you’d like to be a part of the planning committee, we 

will be meeting on TODAY AT 11am (Lounge) 

 

GRETNA GLEN DAY CAMP WEEK—July 20-24th  

“Wet & Wacky” 

COGS will contribute $50 towards any 

member/regular attendee Day Camp fee 

and $100 towards any Overnight Camp.  

One contribution/child/summer.       

Announcements are now on the website.  Visit 

www.umcogs.org to see all of the latest an-

nouncements/KidMin Newsletter.  

 Even if you miss a week, you can still be in-

formed of What’s Happening! 


