
Dear Parents, 

 At last! God’s people returned to Jerusalem, the home of 

their ancestors. God had given them another opportunity to live as His 

special people. They got to work right away, completing the foundation 

of the Lord’s temple. 

 Many of God’s people had been born in Babylon, but they 

had likely heard the stories of their parents and grandparents, stories of 

a life in the land God had given them. They probably heard of their 

families’ mistakes: ignoring God, worshiping idols, and mistreating the 

poor. But the Lord had been gracious! He kept His promise to bring His 

people back to Judah. 

 Life in Judah wasn’t exactly what they had imagined. It was 

difficult. Their national wealth was gone. The work of rebuilding the 

temple and the city of Jerusalem was hard. The land was desolate, and 

crops failed. Their neighbors opposed their efforts. (See Ezra 4:6,11-

16.)  

 God’s people were disappointed and discouraged. Rather 

than fight their enemies, God’s people gave up. The temple of the Lord 

sat unfinished for 16 years. The people made excuses. “Maybe it’s not 

time to rebuild the temple,” they reasoned. If that was 

what God wanted, wouldn’t He make it easier for them? (See Hag. 1:2.) 

God’s people moved on to building their own homes. 

 The prophet Haggai stepped onto the scene and rebuked the 

people for their misplaced priorities. (Hag. 1:4) He brought words from 

the Lord, commanding them to finish the work they started. God 

promised to fill the temple with His glory, and comforted His weary 

people with this promise: “I will provide peace in this place” (Hag. 2:7,9). 

 God promised to be with His people and bless them—and 

not only them, but the whole world through them, keeping the promise 

He made to Abraham long ago. (See Gen.12:3.) Through God’s 

servant, Zerubbabel, God would send His Son, Jesus—the greater 

Servant who is God with us. 

 God's people rebuilt the temple so they would have a 

place to worship God. Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be 

with His people. Now God dwells not in the temple, but directly 

with His people. Jesus provided something better than the 

temple; He gives us Himself. 

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES 
cont., 

COGS Roller Skating Party:  We have the Mt. 

Gretna Roller Skating Rink reserved on Sunday, 

March 8th from 4:30-6:30pm.  Sign up to come 

on out and enjoy a late 

afternoon skating with your 

COGS family!  The only cost 

will be skate rentals or bring 

your own!  Concession stand will be open as well.   

 

COGS CFM 2020 Devotions: If you are 

interested in participating in devotions alongside of 

many others here at COGS, please download the 

Bible app and find these plans:   

2/6-2/12:  Union With Christ 

2/13-2/17: I Am 

2/18-2/24: Divine Direction 

2/25–3/2:  Love Does—
Experience A Life Of Love... 

 

EVENTS | MEETINGS | SAVE THE DATES 

Games at Cedar Haven: Come out to Cedar 

Haven as a family to play board games, complete 

puzzles or play cards with the residents of Cedar 

Haven from  2-3pm on Sunday, February 16th. 

A great way to serve and bring joy to the residents 

there!  Sign up on the CFM table or on the sign up 

genius. 

 

Parents Night Out: Would you like an evening to go 

out and enjoy time with your spouse or friends or 

maybe just stay home and 

enjoy the quiet?  On Friday, 

February 28th from 5:30-

8pm, we will be offering 

childcare so you can do 

just that! We will be starting 

with a pizza dinner and then crafts and games.  Abbie 

and Connor will be leading it along with the Youth who 

will be holding this evening as a fundraiser for their new 

Youth Room.  The event will be by donation.  Sign ups 

will be out on the CFM table next weekend.  

(Depending on how many youth we get to help—we 

may need to limit the amount of children participating—

stay tuned!) 

 

Children’s Clothing Swap: We will be hosting our 

first Children’s Clothing Swap on Saturday, March 14th 

from 1-4pm. See the  flyer on the Fun, Fellowship 

and Service Table for more information.  We need 

people to join our Swap Team to help sort/set up; 

please contact Stephanie Boyer at 

teachingkidsalways@gmail.com.  

CHILDREN & FAMILY Ministries 

February 2, 2020 

In Sunday School Today: The Temple Was Rebuilt (Ezra 4-6) 

Memory Verse:  For I know the plans I have for you”—this is the Lord’s decla-

ration—“plans for your well-being, not for disaster, to give you a future and a 

hope. Jeremiah 29:11 

Family Discussion Questions:  

 • Why was the temple so important for God’s people? 

• Why don’t we have a temple we must worship in today? 

Big Picture Question: 

• How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? 

Jesus perfectly reveals God the Father and fulfills what the prophets spoke. 

. 

Memory Verse: 
For I know the plans I have for you”—this is the Lord’s declaration—“plans for 

your well-being, not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. Jeremiah 29:11 

Easter Festival (SAVE THE DATE):   

Eggstra Special Egg Hunt:  Sat. 4/4  11-1pm 

COGS Family Egg Hunt:  Sat. 4/4  1:30-3:30pm 

VBS 2020 (SAVE THE DATE): 3-day 

Sunday, June 28th—Tuesday, June 30th  

*If you’d like to be a part of the planning committee, be 

on the lookout for an initial meeting for 2020 VBS. 


