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It has been an eventful several months for Church of the Good Shepherd, the United Methodist Church 
at large, and many of our lives.    Whether individually, as a church, or as a worldwide body of believers, I  
believe the one thing that holds us together and gives us strength both individually and corporately is a firm 
conviction that: 

 God is GOD! (and that’s not going to change!) 

 I (we) am (are) NOT God!... and 

 God always has a plan. 

   As the disciples came through the horrors of the mockery of a trial, the cruelty of the crucifixion, the dark-
ness of the tomb, and the glory of the resurrection, the restoration of the Gospel mission, it was clear that 
God was still God, the disciples were not, and they were being invited to participated in God’s plan for the 
future. 
   Sure, they could develop a reactionary plan focused on the challenges of the recent past.  God, however, 
had a plan that was still unfolding and there was still something more to come.  As we shared on Easter – 
Jesus passed the word on through Mary Magdalene that he would meet them in Galilee.  He would further 
tell them to wait for a fresh outpouring of God’s own Spirit to empower them for their part in the awesome 
plans of God. 
   Is your faith a historic faith that rehearses what God has done in your past?  Is God a part of your  
Galilee, your present everyday life?  Are you anticipating the “next” that God has for your life?  Are you 
stuck or are you in position and engaged in the adventure God is setting before you?    So often people 
speak of Easter as destination.  The glorious news is that, even as Jesus spoke to His followers – there 
were exciting plans yet to unfold – Pentecost is coming!     ~Pastor Al 

THANK YOU… 

Mary and I cannot begin to wrap our heads around the way you all have wrapped your-
selves around our hearts with your love, prayers, cards, meals, willingness to help.  
The way you stood by not only us, but our family as they supported Mary through the 
surgery and recovery was a tremendous witness to them as well as others who saw 
what being a part of the family of God can mean.  One of the nurses commented at my 
basket of cards – “Wow! You got more cards than I get at Christmas!”  We are so very 
grateful to God for all of you. 
   As you pray with and for one another, support one another in acts of kindness and 
love, are mindful of the opportunities to be the Body of Christ together, you bear won-
derful testimony that our Lord lives!    
 Grateful beyond words, 
 Pastor Al and Mary.   
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EASTER FESTIVAL UPDATE 

   I am so proud to say that I am a member of the Church of the Good Shepherd. 
When there is a need, our church has always come through with the help needed to 
make a great event. Our Annual Easter Festival was no exception.  

   We had 150 children who were able to enjoy, crafts, face painting, a balloon artist, 
petting zoo and of course an egg hunt. Then we had 65 children and young adults 
with Special Needs who were able to enjoy the same fun activities and their own 
egg hunt based on their needs.  

   Through our craft tables and Heifer International tables we brought in $948 to be 
sent directly to Heifer  
International. This gift will help continue their work at Passing on the Gift to families that are struggling and 
hungry in an underserved and often overlooked part of the world.  

   Many families who attended were not COGS members, and we were able to share the good news about 
Easter with them as we all fellowshipped together at this great event.  

   Again, a HUGE THANK YOU to all who gave up their Saturday morning to help out as needed, and make 
this year’s event a huge success.  

   All for HIS Glory, June Rose ; Easter Festival Chair 

Drivers for the Fresh Start Emergency Shelter  

Here are the dates we Drive for the Fresh Start Emergency Shelter: 

May 6 to May 20 — Hebron Church 

June 3 to June 17— Kochenderfer UMC 

August 12 to August 26 — Annville COB 

Sept 23 to October 7—Church of the Good Shepherd  

October 21 to Nov 4—Friedens Lutheran 

Nov 18 to Dec 2—Kochenderfer UMC 

Dec 16 to Dec 30—St Paul's  

Mark there dates down on your calendar!   

 

The Landing is a confidential Christ centered program for youth who are try-
ing to deal with everything this world throws at them. We welcome all youth 
from 6th grade through 12th grade to join us for a fun evening of food, fellow-
ship, music, a lesson taught by one of our volunteers and a small group ex-
perience. Small groups allow students to share their life struggles and un-
derstand that God loves them through it all. 

   Bring a friend and come check out the Landing where we all realize we 
have hurts, habits and hang-ups that we want to change…. and we are do-
ing it TOGETHER!  

   Hope to see you Wednesday nights at 6:30 for a light dinner. Our program 
starts at 7:00 and ends at 9:00. We meet in Larry Berger Hall at Church of 
the Good Shepherd, 1500 Quentin Road, Lebanon PA 17042. 



GRETNA GRITTY @ Gretna Glen Camp & Retreat  

The 2019 edition of the Gretna Gritty will be held on Saturday, May 11th at the 
Gretna Glen Camp and Retreat site.  This is our local United Methodist Camp, 
located near Mt. Gretna.   

This is a 5K mud run and personal challenge event with a timed event for  
competition and an untimed event for folks who wish to run/walk at your own 
pace event.  A Nitty Gritty 1K mud run for youth under 12 is also provided.   

Adult volunteers are also needed for registration, parking, serving lunch or 
monitoring the obstacles. 

 

For information:  https://www.adventuresignup.com/Race/PA/Lebanon/GretnaGritty 

Local Volunteer Need:  

  The Lebanon Free Clinic welcomes new volunteer providers and nurses with a desire to 
help patients in need of routine medical care without access to attaining it.  Practicing or  
retired physician, physician assistants, or nurse practitioners are encouraged to contact 
Margaret Brandt (717-273-2715 or mbrandt@lebanonrescuesmission.org) for a tour of 
the clinic and application materials.  

Lebanon Free Clinic Fast Facts: 

• The Lebanon Free Clinic is a Christian outreach providing ambulatory medical care to 
the homeless, uninsured, low-income individuals and families who reside in the Lebanon County.  

• The clinic is a ministry of the Lebanon Rescue Mission.  Our goal is not only to provide quality health care 
but also to share the love of God to others by meeting their basic health needs.  

• The Lebanon Free Clinic was opened in March 2009 after the community needs assessment of Lebanon 
County showed that serving this patient population was a deficit in our county.   

• We currently provide primary health care services, behavioral health care services, medications, referral 
services, some lab and diagnostic testing, and patient education/prevention.   

• We have 12 physicians who actively volunteer with this growing ministry.   

• In 2018, we served a patient population of about 350.  

Grief Series  

We will be offering a Grief Series starting on Tuesday, May 21, from 6:30-8:00 
PM. The Series will run for 6 weeks, ending on June 25. This series is de-
signed to help people who have experienced the death of a loved one. It is led 
by trained facilitators, who will help participants work through the stages of 
grief in a healthy way. If you, or someone you know, could use support in their 
grief journeys, this is an opportunity to move towards healing in a caring and 
Christ-centered setting.  
   Please contact Pastor Lisa [Lflory@umcogs.org or 717-272-7741] for more 
information, or sign up at the Welcome Desk.  
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It’s hard to believe we are already in May!  As summer is quickly approach-
ing, please be keeping our Children and Family Ministry in your prayers.  Our 
ministry is continuing to grow and it’s such a blessing to be able to serve so 
many children each week.  As we look to our Sunday School ministry, we will 
need some additional help this summer as some of our faithful volunteers 
take some time off to vacation or just recharge.  If you are interested, please 
sign up at the CFM table! 

   The #1 goal of Children’s Ministry is relationship building.  Kids will learn 
about the love of God best through the relationship they build with you.  What 
you model and how you care is often much more important than the words 
you say or lessons you teach in winning a child for Christ. That is the ultimate 
goal; teaching kids who fall so deeply in love with Jesus that their whole life if forever changed! 

   If you would like to get involved with our Children and Family ministry, summer is the perfect time to test 
the waters to find out if Children’s Ministry is right for you!   There will be several different opportunities to 
serve.  Vacation Bible School,  Sunday School, Planned family activities.   Would love to have you as a part 
of the team! 

Abbie Burton 

Director of Children and Family Ministries 

aburton@umcogs.org 

 

Children and Family Ministry          May 2019 
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RENEWAL OF OUR MINDS—ONE BOOK/ONE CHURCH 

Let’s come together this summer and do a “one church/one book” kind of 
idea. I will have a list of 3 titles that you all can vote on and whatever one is 
chosen, we’ll read though it and grow together.  I am still working on the  
details but I love the thought of us all reading the same book and coming 
together (somehow) to discuss it and learn from one another.  In Romans, 
Paul writes: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be  
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect”  
(Romans 12:1–2).  

Summer is a time where we can often take a break from the hustle and bustle.  Let’s use the extra time 
wisely and read a book  where we grow in our faith, grow as parents and disciples of Christ.   More details 
will be coming soon. 

SAFE SANCTUARY AND  

MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING 
 

If you would like to serve in a ministry 
that involves children/youth or just want a refresher,  please 
attend this 30-minute training.  We will have a lawyer at the 
training in order to help clarify or answer any questions you 
may have. 

When:  Sunday, May 19th at 11am 

Where:  LBHall 

*Please sign up on the Welcome Center or  
CFM table if you plan on attending. 

VBS 2019  (LEGO theme) 

will be June 23-28, 2019 

           6:00-8:00pm 

  *note we will not meet 
Wednesday* 

Register online or pick up a 
form from CFM table 

FRIDAY WILL BE A FAMILY 
MOVIE NIGHT 6-8PM 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1%E2%80%932
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For the third consecutive year, Church of the Good Shepherd is proud to serve as a Host Site for the 
Global Leadership Summit.  The Summit will be held Thursday, August 8th and Friday, August 9th.  
   This 2-day event offers the opportunity to experience leadership training from of some of the 
world’s best leaders.  A partial list of speakers include: Craig Groeschel, Danielle Strickland, Patrick 
Lencioni, Jo Saxton, and others.   

A registration rate of $89.00 is available for students, faculty, and military members and spouses.  
A special registration rate is available for church members and regular attendees. 
Please email Global_Leadership_Summit@umcogs.org for the registration code and additional  
information. 

 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY AT 

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

JOIN US EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT 7-9 pm 

Contact  celebraterecovery@umcogs.org 

or the church office 717-272-7741 

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ Centered Recovery Program 

for all of life’s hurts, habits, and hang up 

 05/01/19 A life lesson on “Sponsor” 

 05/08/19 Testimony of a life changed by Christ!   

 05/15/19 A life lesson on “Moral” 

 05/22/19 Testimony of a life changed by Christ! 

 05/29/19 A Life lesson on “Inventory” 

Spring Flowers 

Painting Class 

June 8th 

1:00-3:30 pm in LB Hall 

Instructed by Abby Entriken 
Hosted by Sally Garloff 

Cost is  
$40/person 

This is an ASP fund raiser 

mailto:Global_Leadership_Summit@umcogs.org
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FAMILY SERVICE PROJECT 

Here is a wonderful opportunity to serve together as a family and it’s coming soon!  
   On Saturday, May 18th, from 8am-12pm, we will have our Spring Clean Up day here at COGS.  What 
better way to give back to our church then to spruce up its grounds for the summer months!     

What things need done? 

• Trash pick up 

• Rake leaves/mulch 

• Trim tree branches 

• Clean pavilion 

• Re-border new trees/mulch 

• Top cut hedges 

• Fill holes in front lawn 

Could you give us the morning or maybe only an hour or 2 to help serve?  Even small children can help 

with many of these tasks.  Come on out as a family!  

With many hands, these jobs will be completed in no time. 

Sign up on the CFM table or the Welcome Center if you or your family is able to serve. 

Pizza will be served for lunch for those who are able to help. 

UPCOMING EVENTS for 2019 

 

Sunday, June 9th:   

End of Year Celebration at 
9:45am 

June 23-28th:  

VBS (Lego theme) 6-8pm 

June 30th: 

Family Worship 

Friday, August  9th:  

Family Movie Night: Mary Poppins Returns 

Sunday, August 25th:   

Move Up Sunday—Back Pack Blessing 

Saturday, September 28th (evening) 

Parenting Workshop by guest speaker 

Sunday, September 29th: 

Family Worship 9:45am 
 

**Sunday, December 29th 

80-seats reserved for “The Snow Queen” 
at Dutch Apple Dinner Theater 
11:45 lunch, 12:45 show time. 
Sign ups will be out this summer. 

**Great gift of presence for Christmas 

United Methodist Women Meeting 

Call to Prayer & Self Denial 

Saturday, May 18th from 9:00-11:00 

In the church Lounge 

“Building a Thriving Generation of Children” 

by Joan Sowers 

Continental Breakfast will be provided 

Sign up at the Welcome Center 

 


