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I had a colleague in one of the towns I served in that balked every year to the 
community Easter Sunrise Service.  He would say, "I am not a sun  
worshipper!"  He obviously was not a morning person.   
 
Easter is not only my favorite day of the year, the sunrise is probably my fa-
vorite service.  No, not because I worship the sun, but because I am remind-
ed as I hear of the resurrection of the Son that I have a new day with new life 
because of Him. 
 
As Paul spoke of the new life: 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!  When we have given our lives over 
to Him, we have not only been to the cross to be free from the things that have been destroying our lives 
and our faith, we emerge from the tomb with Him as well.  We declare with Paul:  Galatians 2: 20 I have 
been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  
 
If I am blessed to be able to preach Easter Sunday, I hope to reflect upon the thoughts that emerge with us 
through Christ out of the tomb: 
 Can you imagine if we were truly trusting that each day we arise is a resurrection day? 
 Imagine if we found the ills of yesterday as not only a piece of memory, but that it is gone, its sins 
are buried, crucified, done...  (Ephesians 1:18-23) 
 Imagine if we believed the power to live today is the same power that raised Christ up, that "woke" 
Him up from the dead. 
 Imagine that if in the midst of our lamenting we would be able to proclaim with worship and delight:  
Lamentations 3:22-23  -  The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.   
 Imagine if… 
 
Pastor Alan Smith 
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Holy Week 

Saturday, April 13th through Sunday, April 21st  

Saturday, April 13: Easter Festival & Eggstra Special Egg Hunt 

 (Please see Page 4-Children & Family Ministries) 

 

Sunday, April 14: Palm/Passion Sunday 

   8:30—Contemporary Worship 

   9:45—Contemporary Worship AND 11:00—Traditional Worship 
          Both with a Palm Parade by the children of the church. 

 

 

Thursday, April 18: Holy Thursday. 7:00 pm Tenebrae service here at Good Shepherd  
 Good Shepherd will share in Holy Communion and a Tenebrae Service in the sanctuary. 
    One of the special worship services of Holy Week. The word tenebrae is Latin for darkness. The distinguishing  
features of Tenebrae is the gradual extinguishing of candles and lights following the reading of Scripture passages until 
the Sanctuary is in darkness. The service focuses on the passion and death of Jesus. 

 

Friday, April 19: 12:00 noon, service at Bethany UMC, 510 N. Hanover St., Lebanon 

 6:00-8:00 pm, Good Friday Walk with Jesus here at Good Shepherd.  
    See Page 4 for information. 

 

Sunday, April 21. Easter Sunday 

6:15 a.m. Sunrise Service with our local churches at Coleman’s Park. Everyone is invited. 

7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service here at Good Shepherd with the Youth leading the service. 

8:30 and 9:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 

 

 

Sunday, April 21, Easter Breakfast 

7:30 – 9 am in LB Hall here at Good Shepherd. 

 

 

 

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for 
youth and will be available in the  
gathering area on April 7th & 14th.   
Proceeds benefit the Appalachia  
Service Project  mission trip to West 
Virginia, July 7th – 13th. 
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CELEBRATE RECOVERY AT 

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

JOIN US EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

7-9 pm 
Contact  celebraterecovery@umcogs.org or the 

church office 717-272-7741 

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ 

Centered Recovery Program 

for all of life’s hurts, habits, and hang up 

  4/03/19—A life lesson on “Turn” 

 4/10/19—Testimony of a life changed by 
       Christ  

 4/17/19—A life lesson on “Action” 

 4/24/19—Testimony of a life changed by 
       Christ! 

 

 

 

 

The Landing is a confidential and Christ-
centered recovery program for students in 
grades 6-12. If you struggle with hurts, habits 
and hang-ups that make your day emotionally 
and physically demanding, the Landing is for 
you. 
   Step up—bring a friend and join a communi-
ty of caring adults. Meet with peers who also 
struggle with their own hurts, habits and hang-
ups. Develop and strengthen your relationship 
with Jesus who can make us whole. 
   Join us every Wednesday evening from 
6:30-9:00 pm at Church of the Good Shep-
herd, 1500 Quentin Road, Lebanon 

This is a letter from Marilyn Nolte, LCCF Chaplain Manager to Janelle Worcester about the gifts our church  
delivers to the children of the incarcerated mothers... 

 
Dear Janelle, 

   Thank you for once again coordinating the Christmas Gift Project for the children of the moth-
ers at LCCF. Your organizational skills are admirable! 

   “Please express our gratitude to your congregation for faithfully supporting this ministry for so 
many years. Your generosity is greatly appreciated by the mothers and by me. As always, we 
pray that the mom’s will see this as a reflection of the love of God and the freedom they can 
enjoy in Jesus. 

   God bless you as you continue to reach out in His name in Love! 
 

In Christ, 
Rev. Marilyn A. Nolte 
LCCF Chaplain Manager 
Assoc. Pastor of Prison Ministry, Mt. Gretna UMC 
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April 2019 

Easter Events our COGS Families 

Easter Festival     Eggstra Special Egg Hunt 

Saturday, April 13th  Saturday, April 13th  

9am-12pm   12pm-2:00pm 

Egg Hunt:  10am   Egg Hunt:  1pm 

     Want to serve at this egg hunt?   Sign up on the CFM table. 
 

We are holding both egg hunts in the same day this year!  Work smarter, 
not harder...right?!  Our Easter Festival is quite the event! We will have 
kids crafts, Heifer International Tables, crafts to fill Easter Baskets, Face Paint-
ing, a Balloon Artist and Snacks. For our COGS families, this will all be availa-
ble from 9am-12pm with the egg hunt beginning promptly at 10am. 
   Then, we will be holding our Eggstra Special Egg Hunt for kids/young adults 
with special needs from 12-2pm.  These kiddos need smaller groups, less  
stimulation, and certain accommodations but still love all of the things we are 
offering in the morning!  So, all of our crafts, face painting, Heifer Tables/crafts, 
Balloon artist will be available to them too from 12-1pm.  (Crafts/face painting will stay out until 2pm)   But 
our afternoon (12-2pm) will be for those with special needs only (and siblings).  

    If you have any questions or would like to get involved in some way, please contact either June Rose at 
momjcrose@gmail.com or Abbie Burton at aburton@umcogs.org.  

 

**See page 5 on ways you can help by donating candy/treats for the Egg Hunt.** 

Walk with Jesus: An Easter Event for Families 
Join us for an unforgettable family experience this Easter!  Come on out 
to COGS on Good Friday; Friday, April 19th in the evening.  6:00-8:00pm 

Walk with Jesus is a powerfully moving  event that guides your family 
through Jesus’ last days on earth. They will travel to: 

• Jerusalem for Palm Sunday 

• Sit down for the Last Supper 

• Discover the sacrifice of Good Friday 

• And...celebrate freedom from their sins at the  empty tomb that first  

       Easter morning. 

Our Lenten season is upon us and there are so many wonderful things going on here at 
COGS.  Along with having lots of activities, comes along a lot of wonderful ways to serve.  
We are looking for individuals to help with our Eggstra Special Disability Egg Hunt from 
12-2pm on 4/13 as well as some individuals to help with the Walk with Jesus Event on 
Good Friday from 6-8pm.  If any of you are interested, please see Abbie Burton or email 
at aburton@umcogs.org. 



SAVE THE DATE 
VBS 2019  

LEGO Theme 

 June 23, 24, 25, 27 & 28th   

      6:00-8:00pm 
 

If you are interested in helping, please sign up on the  

Children and Family Ministry Table or  at the Welcome Center. In 
order to offer VBS for both Preschool ages and Elementary Ages 
we will need many volunteers.  Next VBS planning meeting will be 
Sunday, April 28th at 11am.  If you have any questions, please talk 

to Abbie Burton. (aburton@umcogs.org) 

Easter Egg Hunt Donations 

This year, just like last year, we are just asking for donations of candy and treats that are 
individually wrapped.  In order to fill all of those bags, we need your help!   Would you 
be willing to donated the candy/snacks?  As you are at the store these next few weeks, 
please consider purchasing some of the following items.   

• Candy (all individually wrapped) 

• Fruit snacks/roll ups 

• Pretzel bags (snack sized bags) 

• Cracker bags (snack sized bags) 

• Cookie bags (snack sized bags) 

• Food items to include in allergy-free bags (no nuts, red dyes, gluten, milk or eggs)  
(Please mark donations for the allergy-free bags) 

• Tootsie Pops, Tootsie Rolls, Dubble Bubble, Junior Mints, DOTS (Free of peanuts, tree nuts and gluten-free.  

• We already have all of the coloring books, erasers, stickers and non-edible items.  We are now looking for the yummy edible 

things!  There will be a box labeled in the gathering area for your donations to deliver before 11am on Sunday, April 
7th! 

 

 

We will also need donations for during the Easter Festival to be set up in the café.  These items can be marked with 
Easter Festival and delivered to the café area Friday, 4/12 from 6-8pm or Saturday 4/13 by 8:30am.  We will be sending 
out a sign up genius to help keep track of what’s being donated.   

These donations include: 

*Cut up fruit *Veggies      *Hard Boiled Eggs      *Cookies/cupcakes   *Water bottles (4oz bottles) 

* Crackers *Juice Boxes (100% juice)  *Donut holes *Small bagels 

 

Unit 8:  Conquering the Land 

 

April 7: Crossing the Jordan 

April 14th:  Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection 

April 21st:  Easter Sunday (No Sunday School) 

April 28th:  The Battle of Jericho 

Unit 9: The Cycle of Judges 

May 5: Israel’s Unfaithfulness  

    Mother’s Day Pictures!  

BYOC (Bring Your Own Camera) 

Saturday, April 27th  9-12 and 3-5pm  
*weather permitting 

Would you love to get some pictures of your family for Mother’s Day?  Or maybe take pictures to give as a gift?  
   Our Family Fun and Service Committee is bringing you the opportunity!  We will have 
the background and props and a person here to take your family photos outdoors at 
COGS.  You can sign up for a 10-minute session on Saturday, April 27th from 9-12pm 
and then 3-5pm.  Cost is $20 and you can take as many pictures as you would like in that 
10-minutes.  The only requirement is to bring your own camera and family and come on 
time. We will have someone here to give you ideas for poses and to take your picture. 
You are welcome to bring a photographer/friend to take them too!  There will be a link to 
sign up posted soon! 

All proceeds will go towards a mission or a ministry here at COGS! 
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United Methodist Women Dates... 
 
Come away...for information...and inspiration.  Two new UMW dates for your calendar: 
 
Saturday, April 27 at 8:30 a.m. the West District will hold its Annual Ingathering at St. Paul's UMC in Eliza-
bethtown. The program will be presented by Peace Promise, an organization that assists in recovering 
hope and strengthening the lives of those impacted by sexual exploitation. 
 
Saturday, May 18 at 9 a.m. in the lounge at COGS our annual Call-to- Prayer-and-Self-Denial program 
entitled "Building a Thriving Generation of Children and Youth Worldwide". There will be a limited Conti-
nental breakfast before the meeting. 
 
If you plan to attend either (or better) both of these meetings, contact Joan Sowers (717-272-4279 or  
gsowers@mbcomp.com) 

Reading to children 

   Do you like to work with children? 
   Do you love  books? 

     A new opportunity is opening up to read to kindergartners and 
grade 1 & 2 students in the Lebanon School District.  We will be  
helping children learn to love books and reading. We will also be  
helping the older children to read for themselves. 
    This program will require a clearance, but we have been promised 
help by the United Way representative, and the process will take only 
a little more than a week.  
    Look for the sign-up table in the gathering area to show your  
Interest. For questions contact Bob Stevenson or Joan Sowers. 

GRETNA GRITTY 

The 2019 edition of the Gretna Gritty will be held on Saturday May 11th at the Gretna Glen Camp and Retreat 
site. This is our local United Methodist Camp, located near Mt. Gretna.   

   This is a 5K mud run and personal challenge event with a timed event for competition and an untimed 
event for folks who wish to run/walk at your own pace.  A Nitty Gritty 1 mile mud run for kids 5 to 11 is also 
provided.   

   Adult volunteers are also needed for registration, parking, serving lunch or monitoring the obstacles. 

 

For information: 
     https://www.adventuresignup.com/Race/PA/Lebanon/GretnaGritty 

mailto:gsowers@mbcomp.com
https://www.adventuresignup.com/Race/PA/Lebanon/GretnaGritty

