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From Pastor Al: 

“Pray for the United Methodist Church.”  Some say those words with a bit of cynicism.  Filling in some 

blanks they mean: “Pray for the United Methodist Church.  It’s in bad shape and is headed toward a cliff.  

Pray for something good to come out of an impending train wreck at General Conference 2019”    Some 

say those words hopefully.  To them it means: “Pray for the United Methodist Church.  It is under attack 

and needs God’s protection, power, and blessing to remain strong.”  

  The invitation to pray for the UMC, however, as I share it, is a simply request to not attempt to tell God 

what to do but to ask for God’s leading, God’s direction, God’s revelation of what God desires for the fu-

ture. Then pray for the delegates to have strength and courage to act on God’s leading.  February 23-25 

marks the date of a special General Conference which has been projected as a showdown between people 

of various positions concerning homosexuality and persons in the LGBTQA… community’s ability to be 

married in a United Methodist Church or to serve as ordained leaders in the UMC.   

   You are being asked to “pray for the United Methodist Church” as a primal invitation for God to speak to 

and lead the church that has impacted millions of lives around the world across its present, past, and now 

into its future.   You are encouraged to pray for God to speak His heart to the delegates from around the 

world representing United Methodists from various cultures and histories.   

   Personally, I don’t think God needs my wisdom or desires to receive my help to know what to do.  Ra-

ther, I seek that God will make clear what the church at large should do, what I as an individual should do 

and need to understand, and what Church of the Good Shepherd must do with any decisions it will face 

following the General Conference.  Watch for the setting of a prayer vigil in February.  Pray on your own 

that God will lead us and that we will follow God’s direction.   

If you would like to be more informed, there is a resource section on our Conference web site at: https://

www.epaumc.org/resources/umc-commission-on-the-way-forward/.  “Pray for the United Methodist 

Church – for God to lead the people, the denomination, the churches, our church into the future.” 

NEW Access Process and Policy to Church of the Good Shepherd facility.  

For a long season, every member of Church of the Good Shepherd was issued a key to the facility.  Our  
society has changed since that policy was implemented.  It has been several years since we have held that 
policy of full and free access. 
   You will see, or may have even seen, that we are moving to an electronic access to our facility.  Persons 
with a need to have access to the church for ministry purposes will be able to request an electronic “key” for 
this purpose.  The policy is currently being developed to be presented at the February Church Council 
meeting.  We will be testing the system through January before the building will be re-keyed. 
  Thank you for your patience as we make these steps to keep Good Shepherd safe at all times for those  
participating in our ministries. 

https://www.epaumc.org/resources/umc-commission-on-the-way-forward/
https://www.epaumc.org/resources/umc-commission-on-the-way-forward/
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EQUIPPING NEWS: PLACE WORKSHOP 

Our Church’s Equipping Team, a team dedicated to promoting the ministry of “equipping the saints for 
service”, is planning an Equipping focus for the month of January. We will have a sermon series inspired by 
“The Grinch”, on the topic on “WHO-ville, not DO-ville” to remind us that our service flows out of our identity 
in Christ. The series kicks off on January 13 — come, and invite a friend! 

   And, of course, we will also be offering another opportunity for you to participate in the PLACE experi-
ence. We will be offering PLACE on Friday, Feb. 1, 6:30-8:30 PM, and Saturday, Feb. 2, 9:00am-12:00pm. 
This is a GREAT opportunity for you to learn more about yourself- HOW God created you, and WHAT God 
created to do in life and ministry. Sign up at the Welcome Desk, or talk with Kathy Zavadak or Pastor Lisa to 
learn more.  

 

LEADERSHIP TRAINING: EQUIPPING CHURCH LEADERS 

Our District is offering a Leadership Training Event on Saturday, January 19, 8:30-11:30, at Faith UMC in 
Lititz. There will be courses on Marketing and Media, Evangelism, Finance and Stewardship, Staff-Parish 
Relations, Trustees. Pastor Al will be leading a class on Church Council, and Pastor Lisa will be co-leading a 
class on Christian Education. This event is free, and open to all! Please contact Pastor Lisa for more  
information, or sign up at the Welcome Desk. We will coordinate rides from the church parking lot.  

More Thanks...to the Brass Ensemble who played carols after the first and second services. 
We want to thank these people for sharing their musical talents with us… 

 Trumpet - Jack Hoffman, Brian Kiss, Mike Stauffer 
 French Horn - Abbie Leibig 
 Trombone - Steve Leibig, Michael Pityk, Peter Pityk, Lee Southall, Eric Stauffer 
 Tuba - Max Liedtka, Trevor Webster 

What a great job they did! 

Thank you! Thank you! 

Many thanks, to Larry Perini and his family, for preparing and setting up all the special  
lighting and “snow” at our Christmas Eve services this year.  It is a “huge” undertaking and 
they do an amazing job making our services extra special. 
   Also, to our band, singers and guests who participated in bringing a wonderful celebration 
of music to our various services through the Christmas Season. 
   Special thank you to our media team, all those who served (and serve each Sunday)  
running power point, lighting and helping with sound.  

   Thank you to our team who serves by putting up the back drop for the different seasons. It is a big task that 
is strategically planned and laid out. 
   And to everyone who helped with sets scenery and props for both the Children’s Pageant and Christmas 
Services, along with each Sunday morning worship. 
   So many give the gift of their time, by serving, planning, preparing and participating in the worship services 
each week.  Thank you for your gift of service! 

Christmas Stocking Project — Thank You! 
Church Women United completed their 2018 stocking project with 1,478 stockings contributed by 18 
churches and going to 18 facilities.   
   Church of the Good Shepherd contributed 135 stockings! Many thanks are due to Mary Smith and her 
helpers who created the stockings and to all of you who filled them. You have added brightness to those 
who must spend their holidays in a health facility. 
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Happy New Year! 
  It’s hard to believe that Advent/Christmas is behind 
us and here we are, beginning 2019!  We have a lot 
coming up in the next few months here at COGS in 
our children’s ministry.  
  Please keep our ministry in your prayers as we embark on some new journeys but also 
maintain others.  Along with some new journeys, we will be looking for some more helpers, 
either to help plan or implement the ideas/activities. 
   We have scheduled Vacation Bible School for the last week in June: Monday, June 24th –  
Friday, June 28th.  Along with VBS, comes many ways for you to serve in many different  
capacities (big and small.)  We will be having a VBS planning meeting in late February so 
that we can begin planning.  If you are interested in helping out, please sign up on the clip-
board on the Children and Family Ministry Table.   

   Lent/Easter is a bit later this year but we will start planning those events in early March. Be 
on the lookout for those signups as well!   

Blessings,  

Abbie Burton 
Director of Children and Family Ministries 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you doesn’t seem like a big enough way to show our gratitude for the multi-
tude of people who supported our Christmas Pageant this year.  We were so blessed 
to have Serena Heffner and Katie Kokan and the kids in this wonderful musical and 
we couldn’t have done it without all of the parents and members of our congregation.  
   We also appreciated all of you that came to watch.  We hope you were thoroughly  
entertained and enjoyed the message that this years pageant brought along with it.  
We hope you were able to find the true meaning of Christmas, even though we didn’t 
have snow and maybe you didn’t get that piece of pound cake or hot chocolate this 
year!  (wink) 

Snow Tubing at Iron Valley  

It’s been a rough winter for the  

Folks at Iron Valley, but we are  

going to try it again.  
  We have a new date set for Sunday, Janu-

ary 13th from 1-3pm.  Please sign up on the 
electronic sign up that was sent in an email 
OR on one of the three clipboards located on 
the CFM or Youth table or the Welcome Cen-
ter.   

   Price will be $22/person over 6 and $8 for 
those 6 and under.  We never want a cost to 
stop anyone from participating, so if you need 
some help, please let either Connor or Abbie 
know (call the church office: 717-272-7741). 

COGS Family Roller Skating Party 

When:  Sunday, January 27th 

 4:30-6:30pm 

Where:  Mt. Gretna Roller Rink 

Cost:  Just the cost of your skates  ($3 for 

skates) 

They will have the snack bar open if you’d like 
to buy some food during that time.  We have the 
rink reserved for that time, so it will just be our 
COGS family who will  be there.  Please sign up 
via the online sign up or at one of our 3 loca-
tions so we can have an idea of how may are  
attending.  We hope to see you there for an 
evening of family fun! 
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REMIND APP 

If you would like to get reminders for events or 
sign-ups for Children and Family Ministries, 

please text @cogsk to 81010 to join.   

If you have trouble with 81010, try texting 
@cogsk to 915-881-3993. 

We are continuing on with Volume 2 of The Gospel  
Project. We continue on with Unit 4: “God’s People in 
Egypt” for the remainder of January.   

“God used Joseph to provide for the people of Israel and 
bring them into Egypt, which set the stage for the glorious 
demonstration of God’s power to deliver.  God raised up 
Moses to rescue His people from bondage in Egypt. God 
saved His people from physical captivity in Egypt like He 
would one day save His  people from spiritual captivity by 

sending Jesus, a Deliverer greater than Moses.”  (The Gospel Project Leader Guide) 

Unit 4:  God’s People in Egypt 

Jan 6:  Moses Was Born and Called 

Jan 13: The Plagues and the Passover 

Jan 20: The Red Sea Crossing 

Unit 5: Toward the Promised Land 

Jan 27:  Bread from Heaven 

   Our adult Sunday School classes (9:45 and 11:00) cover these exact same topics.  Please consid-
er joining a group and learning alongside of our children and several adults who are taking and really 
enjoying this curriculum.  We are praying that our Adult Sunday School classes are helping to  
encounter the gospel of Jesus Christ on every page of Scripture, turning each group into a gospel  
culture and motivating them to mission. We have several small groups who are also using this for the 
curriculum if Sunday mornings don’t work out for you. Please look at the Small Group board in the 
gathering area and find a small group that works for you.  If you have any questions about the 9:45 or 
11:00 Sunday morning classes, please feel free to reach out to Connor, Pastor Lisa or Abbie. 

 We are launching another Conquer Series 
for men who struggle with pornography or 
want to be in ministry with those who do.  
    The series will be held off-site in a home 
on Thursday evenings at 7PM.  If you 
would like more information on location or 
to let us know you plan on participating, 
please contact Pastor Al at 
asmith@umcogs.org or Jack at 717-618-
2227 

about:invalid
mailto:asmith@umcogs.org
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Communities In The Know 
Creating a Culture of Safety by Becoming a 
Courageously Compassionate Community 

A 5-session program to help caring adults build, practice 
and strengthen skill to prevent child sexual abuse and 
become allies of healing 

Sessions include 

1. The impact of Abuse— 
Helping and Healing Strategies 

2. Upholding Boundaries 

3. Active Bystanders 

4. 4. Healthy Relationships and Media’s  
impact 

5. Healthy Sexuality 

Sundays at 11AM—12:30pm 
  OR 
Sundays at 6:00—7:30pm 

January 13, 20, 17, February 3, 10 

Here at Church of the Good Shepherd 
Register online: www.umcogs.org  
 or call: 717-272-7741 

CEU’s available for Clergy Sexual Ethics 

 

HELP IS NEEDED… 

 Need one person for Nursery duty on Wednes-
day from 6:15-9:30  (paid  
position) 

 Looking for one more person for  
Sunday mornings 8am-12 (paid  
position) 

 Contact Edie Lingle at   
 elingle@mtb.com 

 

Along with nursery attendants we need help with 
Snow Removal...for early morning church and the 
day care area. 

United Methodist Women  
 Saturday, January 19th  

8:30 - 10:30 am  
at the Dining Room at Cornwall Manor   

 
Our speaker for the morning will be Dr. Arthur 
Abrom, Ed. D.  Dr. Abrom will be speaking about 
the Community Schools initiative.  Dr. Abrom is a 
very dynamic speaker and has implemented 
Community Schools in his prior role in Lancaster.  
    A buffet breakfast will be served. Cost is $6.00 
per person.   All church members are invited - 
male or female.  Please sign up at the welcome 
center by Sunday, January 13th.  Please note - 
seating is limited so sign up early. 

 

The church has a team that is painting a number of Sunday School Rooms and we 
would welcome additional folks to join our team!!! Interested folks should send an 
email to Hosea Latshaw at whlatshaw@gmail.com. We have a very dedicated 
painting team, but the team welcomes new painters!!!! 
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TO WEST VIRGINIA WE GO!!! 

The Appalachia Service Project (ASP) Youth and Adult Mission Trip will take place July 7-
13

th
 2019.  We will be traveling to West Virginia to work on houses with the goal to make 

them warmer, safer, and drier. 
  The over arching goal is to set aside a week’s time to be in Mission for West Virginia folks in 
need.  Youth who have completed 8th grade are very welcome to attend, as well as women 
and men mentors. 

  Friends of youth, friends of adults, and friends of the church are also welcome to attend.  Set aside the 
week now!!!!  Make a commitment to for a week-long mission journey!!!  We guarantee the week will 
be a memorable and life changing experience! 

 

 

Look for the ASP Super Soup Sale to begin early in January and will run for about 6 
weeks.  We are looking for folks to BUY THE SOUP, folks to make the soup, and 
youth and adults to assist at the sales table on Sunday mornings between church  
services.  Soup Maker signups and containers are now available! 

FRESH START Emergency Shelter Drivers, Staying Overnight, and Check-In Personal for 
January 28 to February 11, 2019 

 

We are in need of Emergency Shelter Drivers January 28 (in the evening) thru February 11 in the morning 
to/from Church of the Good Shepherd, 1500 Quentin Rd, Lebanon, Pa 17042 to/from the new Emergency 
Shelter site - Fresh Start Resource Center at LCCM main site - at 250 South 7th St, Lebanon, PA 17042.   
Please sign-up for when you are able.  There will be a hard-copy in the gathering area at church or on the 
web link below:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d44aea72da6fd0-drivers2 

 

Also we are hosting the Emergency Shelter for Lebanon County Christian Ministry's from January 28 to Feb-
ruary 10, 2019.  We need one man, one woman and either a man or woman to stay overnight at the Church 
of the Good Shepherd.  Please sign up for when you are able.  There will be a hard-copy in the gathering 
area at church or sign-up online at the web link below: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d44aea72da6fd0-fresh 

 

Also we are in of Sign-In opportunity's for anyone, and for one male and on female Security Personal Check-
Ins from January 28 to February 10, 2019.  There will be a hard-copy in the gathering area at church  
or sign-up online at the web link below: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d44aea72da6fd0-830 

If anyone needs training please contact me! 
We look forward to you all helping out! 

 
Blessings,   Rich Canull    Carolyn Haskell 
        RLCanull@gmail.com    cahaskell@gmail.com 
  845-635-1522    717-507-8967 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d44aea72da6fd0-drivers2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d44aea72da6fd0-fresh
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d44aea72da6fd0-830
mailto:RLCanull@gmail.com
cahaskell@gmail.com
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CELEBRATE RECOVERY AT 

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

JOIN US EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT 7-9 pm 
Contact  celebraterecovery@umcogs.org or the church office 717-272-7741 

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ Centered Recovery Program 

for all of life’s hurts, habits, and hang up 

 

 

 

The Landing is a confidential and Christ-centered recovery program for students in grades 6-12. If you 
struggle with hurts, habits and hang-ups that make your day emotionally and physically demanding, the 
Landing is for you. 
   Step up—bring a friend and join a community of caring adults. Meet with peers who also struggle with 
their own hurts, habits and hang-ups. Develop and strengthen your relationship with Jesus who can 
make us whole. 
   Join us every Wednesday evening from 6:30-9:00 pm at Church of the Good Shepherd, 1500 Quentin 
Road, Lebanon www.umcogs.org or 717-272-7741. 

 01/02/19  Testimony of a Life Changed by Christ      

 01/09/19 A Life Lesson on “Yes” 

 01/16/19 Testimony of a life changed by Christ! 

 01/23/19 A Life Lesson on “Reasons We Get Stuck” 

01/30/19 Testimony of a life changed by Christ! 


