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Blue Christmas/Longest Night Service 

 
The words of the Christmas song, “I’ll have a blue Christmas without 
you”, might echo in your head when you hear this.  The truth of the 
matter is, that for many of us Christmas might bring with it sadness 
and despair. Have you lost a job, finances, or suffered a death? If so 
Christmas can be difficult. 
   In the midst of this struggle, HOPE still lives. It lives in the baby 

who was born that night in the manger, and in the Lord who still today shines in the dark-
ness.  
   Join with us as we celebrate in a way that combines our deepest feelings with the true 
meaning of the season. Be a part of our Blue Christmas Service.  Come because this  
service will be most meaningful for you, and/or bring a friend that you believe is having a dif-
ficult time approaching Christmas.  Or, simply come to worship with others as we celebrate 
the birth of the Christ who shines His light into even the darkest corners of our lives. 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.” (John 1:5) 

Monday, Christmas Eve services 

December 24, 2018 

5:00* pm — Family Service, in the Worship Center 

6:00 pm & 6:50—Brass Ensemble  

7:30* & 9:15 pm — Contemporary Christmas Eve service 
 in the Worship Center 

10:30 pm — Christmas Eve with Holy Communion 
 in the traditional Sanctuary 

*child care (5:00 & 7:30) 

 

All services will have candle lighting.  
Only the 10:30 PM service has Holy Communion included in the service. 
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In keeping with a Christmas Eve tradition for many 
years, the Church of the Good Shepherd  
Christmas Eve Brass Ensemble plans to offer 
some sounds of the season again this year. 
   We plan to play after the 5:00 service (beginning at 
approximately 6:00), and before the 7:30 service 
(beginning at approximately 6:50).  We will get orga-
nized and tune at about 5:15 on Christmas Eve. 
   If you play a brass instrument and would like to join 
us on December 24, please contact Mike Stauffer 
at Stauf230@aol.com or 717-273-7207. 

Christmas Eve Parking  

 For the 7:30PM service, please consider dropping 
your family off at the front doors and then parking at 
the strip mall below the church and walking up the 
hill.   Having some of our people parking at the 
greater distance this will provide place for guests, 
visitors, and those who may need parking closer to 
the entrance.   Thank you for your help! 

Christmas Message from Pastor Al 
In a place “far away in a distant time” some ladies of the church made it a project to create a ceramic nativity 
set that would be placed on the communion table at the front of that church’s sanctuary. They worked meticu-
lously to create each of the pieces to inspire people throughout the advent season. 
   A mother stopped me to ask if she could take her daughter up close to look at it.  She wanted to see Jesus.  
She was about three years old.  Sure.  We began our walk toward the display, down the aisle, up the steps, 
across the chancel and there we stood. 
   Others were curious about what was happening and stopped to watch. 

   Then it happened… I should have anticipated it…  the little girl reached up and took 
the little ceramic Baby Jesus out of the manger.  There was a gasp from mom and me, 
with back-up gasping from others who were watching.  This was a “look – not touch” 
moment gone bad. 
   What made it all memorable was what came next – she simply cuddled the cold, 
hard, ceramic Jesus at her neck and gently rocked with closed eyes as she did what 
comes natural when holding a baby. 
   The wonder of Christmas is the realization that we are not mere spectators of a  
folk-tale.  There was a Mary and Joseph who I am sure cuddled with the baby Jesus 

and we are still invited to welcome a real Jesus into our lives, our world, our hearts.  
  Jesus is indeed far more than a cold-hard-ceramic icon to pick up and look “at”.  He came in the flesh to live 
“with” us in our day to day triumphs and challenges.  Just as we are more than mere spectators in the birth-
life-death-and resurrection of Jesus, Jesus does not desire to be a mere spectator in our lives as well. 
   May this season be the time that you spiritually reach out for Christ as Christ continually reaches out for us. 

Bell Ringers for 
Salvation Army!  
   We have once 

again been asked 
by the  

Salvation Army to 
participate in the 

bell ringing  
campaign on Saturday, December 15th   

outside of Hobby Lobby from noon to 8:00.   
Sign-up is at the Welcome Center. 

mailto:Stauf230@aol.com
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Adult Advent Study 
 
An adult Sunday School Class will be studying 
James Moore's "What Can We Learn from the 
Christ Child" at 9:45 in the lounge, starting  
December 2nd. Please join us. If you want a copy 
of the book call Joan Sowers (717-272-4279) or  
e-mail (gsowers@ mbcomp.com). We'd love to 
have you join us! 

Equipping Focus Month 

Our Church’s Equipping Team, a team dedicat-
ed to promoting the ministry of “equipping the 
saints for service”, is planning an 
Equipping focus for the month of 
January. 
   We will have a sermon series  
inspired by “The Grinch”, on the 
topic  “WHO-ville, not DO-ville” to 
remind us that our service flows 
out of our identity in Christ. 

   And, of course, we will also be offering anoth-
er opportunity for you to participate in the 
PLACE experience. We will be offering PLACE 
on Friday, Feb. 1, 6:30-9:00 PM, and Saturday, 
Feb. 2, 9:00-12:00 AM. 
  This is a GREAT opportunity for you to learn 
more about yourself- HOW God created you, 
and WHAT God created to do in life and minis-
try. Be on the look-out for more information and 
sign-up sheets in January, or talk with Kathy 
Zavadak or Pastor Lisa to learn more. 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITY 

Have you ever observed a traveler who has luggage crammed so 
full with things they do not need that they can barely move for-
ward due to being impeded by the weight of the what they pull 
along? We can have that happen to us spiritually as well as phys-
ically. Sometimes the weight of what we carry in our heart and 
spirit is so heavy it keeps us from moving forward in the plans 
that God has for us.  
   Now is the time when we reflect back on the past year and think 
about the ways in which we want or need to change and grow in 
2019. Before the new year is a good time to leave those things 
behind that we are not meant to carry. 
  Through the Prayer Ministry, there is opportunity to be guided 
through leaving whatever it is you were not meant to carry. By 

laying these burdens down at the foot of the cross, you may find that it is possible to prayerfully walk more 
closely with God in 2019 and live more fully into the best version of you: the one He created you to be! For 
more information, contact the Prayer Team via email at prayerteam@umcogs.org  or leave a message for us 
with Alice in the church office- 717-272-7741. 

The 2019 Appalachia Service 
Project  Mission Journey will 
be July 7-13

th
. 

   We are expecting to travel to West Virginia 
with a team of 49.  Youth who have completed 
8

th
 grade and older are very welcome to attend 

as are men and women mentors.  
  Fund raising activities will be beginning soon.   

mailto:prayerteam@umcogs.org
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CARD SHOWER FOR THE WEBSTER FAMILY 
As many of you are aware, Trevor Webster has recently been diagnosed 
with cancer.  Trevor, Kat, and family are members of Church of the Good 
Shepherd.  For those who may not know Trevor, he can often be found on 
stage during soul.com worship services.  Trevor has blessed us with his 
voice and his presence; now it is our turn to return a portion of what he has 
given us.  We would like to “shower” Trevor and family with our thoughts and 
prayers.  Cards can be sent to: Trevor and Kat Webster, 101 Reigerts Lane, 
Annville, PA 17003 

   Many of you have asked what you can do for the family during this difficult time; the most important thing 
you can do is pray.  Pray for strength and courage as the family faces a battle they never expected to fight.  
As the sole breadwinner for the family, Trevor has exhausted the majority of his paid time off through his em-
ployer.  As a result, finances will be tight as Trevor receives the treatment he needs to fight his disease.  If 
you feel you would like to make a financial contribution, the family as agreed to accept your gift.  Please feel 
free to contact Donna Worcester at 717.273.1700 or d_worcester@comcast.net or Pam Boyer at 
717.270.6449 or pamela_boyer@comcast.net for additional information.  

Prayer at Good Shepherd 
Did you know that Good Shepherd has several different Ministries available to help with all types of prayer 
concerns? 

 

Prayer Chain Ministry-  The Prayer Chain Ministry is comprised of a team of dedicated individuals who faith-
fully intercede on behalf of the prayer requests of the people of Good Shepherd. Prayer requests can be  
submitted to Karen Rank in one of three ways: by phone at 717-272-1205, by email to mkrank@comcast.net, 
or by placing the request in the Prayer Chain Request Box at the Welcome Center. Requests may be submit-
ted anonymously. All prayer requests placed on the Prayer Chain are confidential. Requests and names will 
be kept on the prayer chain list for one month, but can be resubmitted as needed. 

 

Worship Center Prayer-  Located in the partitioned off area in the back of the Worship Center, several peo-
ple from our church are available every Sunday after the first and second contemporary service to pray with 
you. Please be aware that prayer in this setting may be limited by available time; however, no request is too 
big or too small. All information shared during the course of this prayer time is kept strictly confidential. Feel 
free to come with whatever is on your heart. Should there be something personal that may require more  
dedicated time, feel free to schedule an appointment with the Prayer Ministry Team as described below.  

 

Prayer Ministry-  Galatians 5:1 tells us: “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.” The Prayer Ministry, 
which is conducted by members of the Prayer Team, provides the tools and opportunity to help each person 
press into Freedom in Christ and grow into the person God created them to be. This is accomplished during 
an individual appointment in which two or three trained members of the Prayer Team will assist in praying 
through anything which might stand in the way of moving forward with life and walking in one’s destiny. 
Whether it is needing to forgive, laying a burden at the foot of the Cross, or something that has become a 
sticking point, the Prayer Ministry is here to help. All information shared in these sessions is confidential. 
You can contact the prayer team for more information or to request an appointment by email at prayer-
team@umcogs.org, or by calling the church office at 717-272-7741 and leaving a message.  

 
Of note: the above Ministries do NOT share information with each other.  

mailto:d_worcester@comcast.net
mailto:pamela_boyer@comcast.net
mailto:mkrank@comcast.net
mailto:prayerteam@umcogs.org
mailto:prayerteam@umcogs.org
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December 2018 

December is upon us in a few short days.  Decorations 

will go up, presents will be bought and family traditions 
will be followed. 
   However, I pray that you all remember the reason for 
the season and have daily discussions about it with your 
children.  Read the Bible passages that tell the story of the Birth of Christ.  Do good things.   
Make December a Random Acts of Kindness Month and come up with some fun ideas and do 
them as a family! I will have some ideas on the Children and Family Ministry table beginning No-
vember 25th. 
   Come together as a family and serve.  Serve by ringing the Salvation Army bell on December 
15th from 12-8pm (a sign up is at the Welcome Center) or serve by helping to make some baked 
goods or by going together to deliver presents to the kids that will be receiving presents from our 
congregation. Find ways to bring the story of Christmas and the love that comes from it real.   
   Don’t forget, our Advent Fair will be a part of the Living Gift Market this year and we will have 
several kids crafts and the materials to make an Advent wreath.  Hope to see you there! 

Blessings,  
Abbie Burton 
Director of Children and Family Ministries 

 REMIND APP 

If you would like to get  
reminders for events or 

sign-ups for 
Children and Family Ministries, 

please text  
@cogsk to 81010 to join.   

If you have trouble with 81010, 
try texting @cogsk to  

(915)881-3993. 

Visitation Team /AKA  
Adopt a Grandparent 

Church of the Good Shepherd has many people that 
are shut-in or unable to  
attend church.  Every person is assigned to a visita-
tion team member who goes to their residence or 
nursing home facility 1x a month to visit.   
   We encourage families to contact  
Pastor Lisa to get involved and become a part of our 
visitation team. 
  It’s a great way to serve together as a family and 
bring some joy to those who need it!   

Christmas Eve Family Service  
 Monday, December 24th at 5pm 

The 5pm service will be our Family Service and we will be incorporating our 
children/youth in as many ways as we can.   We will be looking for families 
to be greeters and ushers (we will need 8 people) as well as others to  
possibly play in an ensemble at the beginning or during the service. 
   If you are interested in helping by being a greeter/usher, please email  
Abbie at aburton@umcogs.org. 
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT—Jingle Bell Beach 
1st show:  Open to Public and Congregation  12/15 at 3:30pm 

2nd show:  Open to Families and Congregation  *12/16 at 6:00pm 

*our preschoolers will be opening up Jingle Bell Beach with their very own, “Tell 
the Good News, Jesus is Born” performance on Sunday, December 16th only.   

   

Jingle Bell Beach 
A Christmas Singing Competition of Pitch Perfect Proportions 

From the award-winning team of Christy and Daniel Semsen comes JINGLE BELL BEACH, a remarkably fun and fresh 
new Christmas musical for kids!  
 
   Once again it's that time of year, when aspiring young vocal groups from all around the country 
make their way to JINGLE BELL BEACH for the famous Jingle Sing competition. Hosts Sandy 
and Sunny Pepperminter welcome the final contestants for this year's competition: the Snowflakes, 
the Starfish, and the Electrons!  
 
   When a storm ruins the contestants' plans for getting home in time for Christmas, things heat up 
to tidal wave proportions! The result? The announcement of a rare "Reindeer Rumble"...a  
spontaneous, on-the-spot song competition to determine the winner of this year's event. In their  
eagerness to win the contest, it becomes clear that one of the contestants is struggling with her  
understanding of the meaning of Christmas. As the others share the story of Jesus, the spirit of 
competition quickly transforms into the wonderful spirit of Christmas! We are reminded that  
Christmas is about Emmanuel - God with us - and the Good News that Jesus came to be our  
Savior.. 

BIG THANK YOU! 

December 1st is our Christmas Extravaganza/Living Gift Market. I 

am so thankful for all of the generous people who have helped in so 
many ways to make this year a huge success. Whether you were a 
KISS participant, helped put up flyers or signs, manned a table at 

the event, dressed in costume as a greeter, helped stuff goodie bags 
for the kids, donated baked or craft items, worked in the kitchen…. 

THANK YOU. The list goes on and on. I would never be able to pull 

this event together without all of the support from our church family. 

 June Rose, Living Gift Market chairperson 
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Christmas Eve Ministry 

Church of the Good Shepherd will again be undertaking a Christmas Eve Ministry.  This year we will 
be serving meals at the Lebanon Rescue Mission and the American House and new this year – we 
will be serving a meal for the Celebrate Recovery team. 
   Sign-up sheets for the Christmas Eve Ministry will be located in the Gathering Area starting  
Sunday, December 2nd. 
   In addition to providing meals to the community, we will be purchasing and delivering gifts for  
children who have a mother in prison.  Information regarding children for whom gifts are to be  
purchased will be located in the Gathering Area starting on Sunday, December 2nd. 
   This Christmas Eve Ministry has several components based on your availability, talents and  
passion.  This is a great ministry for families to participate in during the Christmas season. 

 

 

 

 

 

   If you have any questions regarding this year’s Christmas Eve Ministry, please contact Janelle 
Worcester (717-222-9011) or Kim Mann (563-508-4732). 

 Purchasing gifts for 100 children of prison inmates Drop off by December 16th 
 Serving Christmas Dinner at Celebrate Recovery on December 19th 
 Delivery of gifts on December 24th 
 Desserts donations Drop off by December 24th 
 Serving over 100 meals at the Lebanon Rescue Mission December 24th 
 Serving meals to 75 residents at the American House December 24th 

USHERS NEEDED 
Ushers are needed for the two  

Contemporary Worship Services; 
 NO experience required!  

 arrive 15 minutes prior to the start of the  
service,  

 greet guests as they arrive,  

 distribute worship folders,  

 assist with the collection of offerings.  

This is an excellent way to meet and connect 
with your church family.  Please contact Ka-
ren Fake at 717.228.1564 or  
dfbrandy@verizon.net with  questions.  
   Thank you for your consideration of this vi-
tal ministry of Church of the Good  
Shepherd. 

Helping Hands … a group of 
people who can help you when 
you need short term assistance 
with...yard work, minor repairs, 
meals, grocery shopping, clean-

ing, transportation, computer assistance, etc. 
Please see the bulletin board inside the main 
entrance or call   
Janelle Worcester at (717) 222-9011.  

Church E-mail Blasts:   

   Did you know that our church has an e-mail 
blast group where we send out information 
about upcoming 
needs/events/emergencies/etc. when need-
ed?   
   For instance, we send out on the e-mail 
blast when we need volunteers for funeral 
luncheons or the emergency shelter, or other 
upcoming events that may have not made the 
bulletin/newsletter.  If you are not on the e-
mail blast group list and would like to be, just 
sent Pastor Al an e-mail asking to be put on 
the list. asmith@umcogs.org. 

mailto:dfbrandy@verizon.net
mailto:asmith@umcogs.org
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CELEBRATE RECOVERY AT 

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

JOIN US EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT 7-9 pm 

Contact the church office 717-272-7741 or 

 celebraterecovery@umcogs.org 

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ Centered Recovery  

Program for all of life’s hurts, habits and hang up          

DECEMBER SCHEDULE 

12/05/18  Testimony of a Life Changed by Christ 

12/12/18  A Life Lesson on “Gratitude” 

12/19/18  Dinner and Special Christmas Testimony! 

12/26/18   A Life Lesson on “Give ” 

Thank You for all the love and support extended to us as we “tied the knot” last 

month! We re so grateful to be a part of such a caring church family. 

Pastor Lisa and David Flory 

Celebrate Recovery for students Grades 6-12  
   The Landing is a safe, healing place where teenagers can live a freer, healthier and a more God- cen-
tered life.  The Landing is a community of peers and caring adults who also struggle with their own hurts, 
habits, and hang-ups. The Landing…is based on Christ-centered principles designed to promote healing by 
helping you deal with and overcome your hurt... develops and strengthens your relationship with Jesus who 
can mend all of our hurts...  
   Bring a friend and join us as we walk with and invite Jesus into our life. Every Wednesday evening 6:30 
to 9:00 here at  Church of the Good Shepherd, 1500 Quentin Road, Lebanon  Check us out at 
www.umcogs.org  

"connecting to broken and 
hurting people" 

Phone: 717-272-7741   web: www.umcogs.org 
Church office: ASnell@umcogs.org 
Pastor Alan: ASmith@umcogs.org (717-273-9685) 
Pastor Lisa: LStine@umcogs.org 
Mary Smith: MSmith@umcogs.org 
Abbie Burton: ABurton@umcogs.org 
Connor Felty, ConnorYouth@umcogs.org 

Web: www.umcogs.org 


