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The United Methodist Church is on track for a special session of General Conference in February 2019.  

Some of you may be aware that in 2016 General Conference formed a special commission to discuss the 

future of the denomination.  The church has painfully debated and dialoged over the church’s position on 

the ordination of persons who are “self-avowed, practicing homosexual” and whether or not clergy of the 

UMC are permitted to perform same-sex marriage ceremonies.  The debate has intensified over the years 

as the related understandings and perspectives on sexuality have expanded.  

   Church of the Good Shepherd is a microcosm of both the society and the church around us with people 

from a wide variety of convictions over many issues including human sexuality, economics, international 

relations and interactions, political persuasions, on down to even such things as preference of Bible  

translations or worship styles, or even school loyalties and sports team preferences.  We have maintained 

a goal of maintaining our unity and identity centered on our basic and central faith in our triune God,  

encouraging people to grow in faith and bear witness of God’s love and grace to all who seek it. 

    The General Conference 2019 will directly face the denomination’s positions on human sexuality and 

their implication on not only ordination and marriage, but also the denomination’s organization or its very 

future existence.  Good Shepherd has attempted to stay focused on what we have set as our Mission 

Statement and Core Values (https://www.umcogs.org/about/mission-core-values/) rather than take up 

sides that separate over our differences.  I would invite you to become informed over the next months 

about the issues facing the church as it looks forward so that you can be informed in your prayers  

concerning General Conference and any decisions and directions concerning the future of the church in 

general and its subsequent effect on our church in particular.  Until we know to what we will be asked to 

respond  by the General Conference, if anything, we are focusing our prayers for General Conference and 

the delegates from around the world as our point of power and impact.  A place to gather a rather  

comprehensive picture of where the church is at and what it faces in the future can be found at:  

https://www.epaumc.org/home-page/inform/2018/09/umc-commission-on-the-way-forward/  

   Thank you for your prayers.  Our Bishop has invited the members of our Conference to be in prayer daily: 

“Pray: Use resources from UMPrays.org.  Pray each day from 2:23 to 2:26PM (or AM if you prefer).   

Engage in a fast from Thursday night to Friday at 3 pm.  Hold prayer vigils.” 

https://www.umcogs.org/about/mission-core-values/
https://www.epaumc.org/home-page/inform/2018/09/umc-commission-on-the-way-forward/
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Hope for the Holidays—Series planned:  

The Grief Team is offering a series on three consecutive Tuesdays in  
November: Nov. 6, 13, & 20, from 6:30-8:00 PM.  

   This series is designed to help those who have experienced the death of a 
loved one and would like support as the holidays approach. Trained  
facilitator Faye Bishop will help participants develop coping skills for  
navigating the journey of grief and loss. 

   Please sign up at the Welcome Desk, or contact Pastor Lisa at 717-679-8681 for more information.  

Share your talents in our Contemporary Worship Service —  

 

We shared last month that we are looking for some extra people who would like to be a 
part of some of the things that go on Sunday morning in our contemporary worship  
services. 

 
   We encourage any of you who play an instrument or enjoy singing to join us. We have rehearsals on  
Saturday mornings and participate in both services at 8:30 AM and 9:45 AM. You don’t need to commit to  
every weekend and have the option to be a part of the team when you are able. Please see Andy Roberts (he 
is our piano player) if you are interested and would like to give it a try. 

   Is your interest in building sets, scenery or setting up a visual each week?  Every Wednesday (unless we 
need to set a different day for whoever is available to help) we take down the set from the previous 
Sunday then reset for the next week.  

   Do you like to prepare Power Point? Would you like to learn? How about run a camera, help 
with sound or lighting? We have many opportunities for anyone to help on a Sunday. You only 
sign up for when you are available. If this is something you may want to explore please see me 
and I will direct you to the right people to talk to.  

   We all know that schedules are busy but the more people who are willing to volunteer the less 
time one or two people need to be filling in all the time.  

   Our Children’s Christmas pageant will be here before we know it. We have some great opportunities for folks 
to help with set building, painting and preparing a few props. Not a long-time commitment and will be a great 
experience as we help our kids present the greatest pageant ever! 

   Please see Mary Smith or email her at msmith@umcogs.org  with any questions you may have or to sign 

up! Thanks! 

Looking for people to drive the COGS van 
on Sundays to transport some of our  
attendees to and from church. 

You would only need to drive four or five 
times during the year. 

If interested, please contact Dean Readler 
at 717-269-3233 or  
deanreadler@hotmail.com. 

mailto:deanreadler@hotmail.com
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Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 

While we are grateful 
for donations of full 
skeins of clean, 
washable yarn, we 
ask that you do not 

drop off partial skeins or old musty yarn.  Our 
shawls and lap robes are frequently gifted to 
those who are ill or recovering, and we don’t 
want to use materials that could be irritating to 
them.  Also, we regretfully cannot accept unfin-
ished projects as we do not have the personnel 
available to finish them.  If you have any ques-
tions about a potential donation, please call the 
church office and ask that one of our group 
give you a call.   Thank you. 

The House Team here at 
Good Shepherd is in 
need of a few more  
people.   

   The House Team’s 
purpose is to Serve as 
greeters, provide valet 
service and assist where 
needed on Sunday 
mornings. 

If you could give a little time on Sunday morn-
ings to help on the House Team, please  
contact Clyde Flickinger at 717-679-2338 or 
Ryan Kauffman @ rKauffman16@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central PA Blood Bank’s blood mobile 
will be here at COGS on October 21st 
from 8:00 AM—12:30 PM.   

   There is no sign up, just come out and 
give life saving blood. 

Emergency Shelter  We are sched-
uled October 8-22 to provide trans-
portation to St. Andrews Presbyteri-
an Church on 12th Street.  The sign-
up sheet is in the gathering area, 
and our Group E-mail Blast list for 
opportunities to sign up. 

  Our coordinator, Rich Canull’s e-mail is 
 RLCanull@gmail.com if you would like to  
volunteer or find out more about various  
opportunities. 

Kitchen Replenishment Event 
Monday, October 22, 2018 - 6:30 pm 

Larry Berger Hall 

 

   If you have ever prepared anything in the Church kitchen you know it is difficult to 
find the right tool and that it will do the job.  This event will assist in obtaining new 
items for the kitchen.  You may purchase items from the wish list, get something for 
yourself, or start your Christmas shopping.  All proceeds from all purchases will go 
towards items for the kitchen.  Liz Galbraith will be sharing recipes with us as well 
as the product line from Pampered Chef. 

   Watch the bulletin for a link to the wish list and catalog.  Please sign up at the 
Welcome Desk as registration is required.  If you have any questions, please  
contact Janelle Worcester at 717.222.9011. 

   We hope you will join us for food and fun as we restock our Church kitchen. 
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Children and Family Ministry          October 2018 

The Gospel Project (Volume I)  

 September 2-November 25th 

Here’s a sneak peek at the lessons the 
kids will be learning this coming fall.  If 
you’d like to learn about any of these 
Bible Stories, please consider attending 
The Gospel Project for Adults Sunday 
School at 9:45 or 11am. 

9/2:  God Created the World 

9/9:  God Created People 

9/16: Sin Entered the World 

9/23: Noah and the Ark 

9/30:  The Tower of Babel 

10/7: The Suffering of Job 

10/14:  God’s Covenant with Abraham 

10/21:  Abraham and Isaac 

10/28:  Isaac and Rebekah 

11/4:  God’s Promise to Isaac 

11/11: Jacob and Esau 

11/18:  Jacob and Rachel    

11/25:  Jacob’s New Name 

Fall Pictures 

(BYOC) Bring Your Own Camera 

Would you love to get some pictures of your family for Christmas cards?  Or maybe take pictures 
to give as a gift? Our Family Fun and Service Committee is bringing you the opportunity!  We will 
have the background, the props and a person here to take your family photos outdoors at COGS.  
You can sign up for a 15-minute session on Saturday, November 3rd and Sunday, November 4th.  Cost is $20 and you 
can take as many pictures as you would like in that 15-minutes.  The only requirement is to bring your own camera and family 
and arrive on time. We will have someone here to give you ideas for poses and to take your picture. You are welcome to 
bring a photographer/friend to take them too!  There will be a sign up genius available the 1st week of October if you’d like to 
sign up!  All proceeds will go towards a mission or a ministry here at COGS! 

Fall is here and we are heading into the busy time of the year.  School activities, fall fun and  
beginning to think of the holidays.  We have a lot on the calendar here at COGS for the upcoming 
few months.  But among all of that busyness, I truly hope you find time for quiet and reflection and 
of course, some quiet time alone with God.    He is really guiding us here in the Children and  
Family Ministry and I am asking that you keep our ministry in your prayers as we continue to plan 
and serve our children and families here at COGS!  Please see below for many of the upcoming 

events we have offered in October/November.  

Happy Fall! 

Abbie Burton 

Director of Children and Family Ministries 

Hayride/Corn Maze Fall Fun at Risser Marvel 
Farm 

Saturday, October 13th from 5-9pm 

Come on out to Risser Marvel Farm Market for a great time with your church 
family.  Our package includes the corn maze, hayride, pedal karts (both 
kid/adult ones), trike track (both kid/adult ones), rubber ducky races, bouncy 
houses, corn box, corn hole, straw tunnel and a campfire to roast hotdogs 
and s'mores.   

A sign up sheet is on the CFM table to sign up. (We will need an accurate 
count for food supplies.)  We would love to have all of our COGS family at-
tend.  As fall starts getting filled up with lots of fall fun, please be sure to put 
this one on your calendar.  

Everyone from COGS is invited!   

We are asking for a $20 donation from each family attending. 
Church will be covering the rest. 
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Save the Date: Sunday, December 16th at 6pm 

Jingle Bell Beach 

A Christmas Singing Competition of Pitch Perfect Proportions 

 

From the award-winning team of Christy and Daniel Semsen comes JINGLE BELL BEACH,  
a remarkably fun and fresh new Christmas musical for kids!  
 
Once again it's that time of year, when aspiring young vocal groups from all around the country make their way to JINGLE 
BELL BEACH for the famous Jingle Sing competition. Hosts Sandy and Sunny Pepperminter welcome the final contest-
ants for this year's competition: the Snowflakes, the Starfish, and the Electrons!  
 
When a storm ruins the contestants' plans for getting home in time for Christmas, things heat up to tidal wave proportions! 
The result? The announcement of a rare "Reindeer Rumble"...a spontaneous, on-the-spot song competition to determine 
the winner of this year's event. In their eagerness to win the contest, it becomes clear that one of the contestants is strug-
gling with her understanding of the meaning of Christmas. As the others share the story of Jesus, the spirit of competition 
quickly transforms into the wonderful spirit of Christmas! We are reminded that Christmas is about Emmanuel - God with 
us - and the Good News that Jesus came to be our Savior.. 

An Evening of Marriage Encouragement 

Presenter: Dr. Jesse Gill from Psychological Health Affiliates 

Come on out to COGS on Friday, November 9th from 7-8:30 pm to listen to  
Dr. Jesse Gill.  He is a Christian psychologist who is passionate about marriage  
therapy.   

Learn about the ways that God designed you biologically and emotionally to function 
at your best. Build a place of rest for your marriage through The Seven Keys to a 
Secure Marriage. 

Through this evening, you will understand the deeper desires of every hurting 
spouse. Learn about negative patterns that keep you from connecting with your 
spouse. Identify your Attachment style for approaching closeness in marriage, so 
that you can grow or learn more secure approaches for connecting. 

Take the next step to building your Face to Face Marriage. Together we are 
strengthened through the One who promises, “I am with you always.”  

A Family Fun Mission Opportunity 

     Wednesday, October 31 @ 6:00 PM:  Trunk or Treat—This year, 
Church of the Good Shepherd is partnering with Covenant UMC on 
9

th
 Street for a community event where kids in the urban context 

can go from car trunk to trunk getting candy!  If you and your family 
want to decorate a car and be one of the stops for the kids, please 
contact either Connor (connoryouth@umcogs.org) or Pat Roberts 
(encoreboutique@verizon.net) for more information. 
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The Café is greatly in need of people to help with set-up and 
clean-up, especially with clean-up, which occurs after the  
second service. 

  You would be on a rotating schedule, serving about once a 
month. You would be invited to “shadow” one of our volunteers, 
to learn what all is involved, before being added to the rotation. 

 The Café is obviously a focal point of our church life, allowing 
people to connect with members and visitors, and we want to 
make sure this vital ministry continues to thrive.  

Please contact Pastor Lisa at lstine@umcogs.org or Judy 
Schappell  at djschappell@gmail.com or 717-272-4075 to 
learn more about this important ministry of our Hospitality  
Services.  

SAVE THE DATE — 4TH Annual Women’s Retreat! 

Featuring guest speaker Laura Sommons, on the topic 
“Knowing God”. So mark your calanders, get a sitter and get 
ready for an awesome weekends. February 22-24 at Gretna 
Glen. 

   If you have any questions, please contact Tonia Walters at 

Tonia_walters@yahoo.com 

Fall Painting Class 
organized by Sally Garloff 

Here at COGS 
Saturday, October 20 

from 1:00—3:30 

$40.00 

Sign-up at the Welcome Center 

 

Instructors will help us channel our inner  
creativity as we paint a pre-determined 

painting for fall. (Really...no artistic background 
or skill level is necessary) 

 
All supplies are included in the class price and  

part of the proceeds go towards the  
Appalachia Service Project Mission Fund.  
Please sign up at the Welcome Desk or see  

Sally Garloff for more information. 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY AT 

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

JOIN US EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT 7-9 pm 

Contact Jason Gillhoolley for more info! 

PH: 717-228-9825 OR celebraterecovery@umcogs.org 

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ Centered Recovery  

Program for all of life’s hurts, habits, and hang up 

10/03/18  Testimony of a Life Changed by Christ 

10/10/18   A Life Lesson on “Grace ”                                  

10/17/18   Testimony of a Life Changed by Christ! 

10/24/18   A Life Lesson on “Crossroad ” 

10/31/18   Celebrate Recovery Fall Cookout @  

  COGS Pavilion 6:30—9:00 PM 

mailto:lstine@umcogs.org
mailto:djschappell@gmail.com


United Methodist Women 
Thank Offering Breakfast 

 
Saturday, November 17th from 9-11 

At Cornwall Manor Dining room 
Speaker: Ruth Daugherty 

Topic: Women Offering Community 
Cost for breakfast  $6/per person 
Please...come and bring a friend 

 
Sign up at the welcome center from  

October 28-November 11. 
We will need to give final headcount to Cornwall 

Manor by November 12. 

UMCOR Collection—October 7—28 

We will be doing a collection for UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) from October 7—October 
28.  Mission Central has asked us to collect items for Hygiene Kits.  Last time we collected materials for flood 
buckets and over 200 of those flood buckets were used here in Pennsylvania earlier this summer when  
several counties near us experienced significant flooding. 

Please read the items carefully and pay attention to the note re: restrictions.  Any items donated which do not 
comply will not be able to be used.   You can donate multiples of the same item rather that buying everything 
in the kit.  For example - you could donate a box of One gallon size Ziploc bags or packages of wash-
cloths.  Questions regarding this collection can be addressed to Terry Smith, Rich Canull or Doris Evans.   

Hygiene Kit 

One hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27 inches) 
 o No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 
One washcloth 
One comb 
 o Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth 
 o No pocket combs or picks 
 o Rattail and combs without handles are acceptable but must have at least 6 inches of teeth 
One toenail or fingernail clipper 
 o No emery boards or metal nail files 
Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger)  
 o No Ivory or Jergen’s soap 
 o Do not remove from packaging 
One adult toothbrush 
 o Do not remove from packaging 
 o Personal advertising not acceptable 
10 adhesive bandages (3⁄4 by 3 inches) 
 o Common household bandages acceptable 
One one-gallon size re-sealable bag  

NOTE: 
All items must be new. 
Do not wash any of the items, as they will no longer be considered new. 
Do not include any personal notes, money or additional materials in the kits. 
Contents of kits or the containers of kits should not be imprinted with cartoon characters,  
     advertisements, religious, patriotic, military or camouflage symbols 

Lebanon County Christian Ministries 
Benefit Dinner 

Thursday, November 15 

5:30 Auction & 6:30 Dinner 

Lebanon Area Evangelical Free Church 
600 Shepherd St., Jonestown 

Music by Brothers in Grace Gospel Quartet 

Cost $25 
Contact LCCM 717-272-4400 ext. 211 

Deadline: 11/10/18 
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"connecting to broken and 
hurting people" 

Phone: 717-272-7741   web: www.umcogs.org 
Church office: ASnell@umcogs.org 
Pastor Alan: ASmith@umcogs.org (717-273-9685) 
Pastor Lisa: LStine@umcogs.org 
Mary Smith: MSmith@umcogs.org 
Abbie Burton: ABurton@umcogs.org 
Connor Felty, ConnorYouth@umcogs.org 

Web: www.umcogs.org 
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