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What an exciting time we are in at Church of the Good Shepherd! 

  There are great ministries that continue to minister to the spiritual and personal needs of people in 
our congregation. 
  There are some new or renewed ministry opportunities that are constantly opening up. 
  You will notice in this newsletter that we are trying to stay current with God’s plans and activities as 
we pray, study the community in which we are called to serve, listen to what God is speaking to 
each of you, and actively participate in the opportunities that God invites us to participate in. 
   As you read this newsletter, ask yourself – is this something God is calling me to participate in, to 
be a part of the leadership in, and/or to be in prayer support of? 
  We look forward to being faithful to all that God engages us in.  Let us know ways that we can be 
in prayer for you, your life concerns, and your ministries.    ~Pastor Al. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Reserve the date and make your reservation.  If you are a member or attender at Church of the Good  
Shepherd there is a special rate for you since we are a host site.  Registration forms are in the gathering area 
along with a host site code to use to get the host site rate. 
   Also, if you are an active military member or spouse, or a student, teacher, or a leader involved in a student 
ministry, you also are able to receive special pricing for the Summit. 
   Please see Lindsay Baum-Dreese, Kathy Zavadak, or Pastor Al if you have any questions.  We are excited 
to be hosting this ministry for our second year of this world class event.  Pray for the ministry as well as share 
about it with your friends.  There are information pieces at the Summit table. 
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Children and Family Ministry            April 2018 

Our Children and Family Ministry is growing!  We average around 120 kids 
(nursery-grade 6) every Sunday and we have amazing and faithful volunteers 
who commit to teaching them about God’s Word and Love each and every 
week.  On Palm Sunday, we had 155 students total from nursery-12th grade!  
Praise God! 

As summer is quickly approaching, please be keeping this ministry in your 
prayers.  We will need some additional help this summer as some of our faithful 

volunteers take some time off to vacation or just recharge.  We are also looking at taking a break from our 
current curriculum and offering our children a fun, laid back Sunday School experience for the summer.  
One other prayer request is that we will add an additional class this summer or fall, Tots and Twos, so that 
our little toddlers can begin to learn about God’s love in a fun, and safe environment.   

The #1 goal of Children’s Ministry is relationship building.  Kids will learn about the love of God best 
through the relationship they build with you.  What you model and how you care is often much more im-
portant than the words you say or lessons you teach in winning a child for Christ.  That is the ultimate goal; 
teaching kids who fall so deeply in love with Jesus that their whole life if forever changed! 

If you would like to get involved with our Children and Family ministry, summer is the perfect time to test 
the waters to find out if Children’s Ministry is right for you!    Would love to have you as a part of the team! 

Abbie Burton 

Director of Children and Family Ministries 

aburton@umcogs.org 

 

Children and Family Ministry Calendar: 

  April 8:  The Road to Emmaus  (Start in Traditional) 

April 14:  AREA 56 Italian Dinner for COGS 5-6:30pm 

April 15:  The Holy Spirit (Start in Traditional) 
                 Parenting Workshop at 9:45 in LBH 

April 22:  Early Believers (Start in Traditional)   

                 Volunteer meeting at 11am  
April 29:  Family Worship/Camp Sunday 

       (No Sunday School classes today) 
 

ITALIAN DINNER on April 14th from 5-6:30pm 
AREA 56 (grades 5 & 6) will also be holding an Italian dinner on Saturday, April 14th be-
tween 5-6:30 in the Larry Berger Hall.  Please come out to support this great class by 
enjoying dinner, which in turn will support their end of the year trip to Sight and Sound. 
Information will be available in the gathering area today and next weekend. Any questions, 
please see Pat Roberts or email her at encoreboutique@verizon.net. 

Cost:  Donation only 

No tickets, just come on out for a good home cooked meal! 



April, 2018 Page 3 



Page 4 The Shepherd 

SAVE THE DATE! 

      TEAM COGS is looking for Walkers! 

 

EVENT:   Lebanon Relay for Life  

LOCATION:  Cedar Crest High School Stadium  

DATE:   May 18-19 2018, 4pm-12pm  

CONTACT: Rob and Pamela Okonak  717-273-6677  
      pmokonak@gmail.com  

What is RELAY FOR LIFE? “Relay is a team fundraising event where team members take turns walking 
around a track or designated path. Each event is 6-24 hours in length and each team is asked to have a 
member on the track at all times to signify that cancer never sleeps. Cancer patients don't stop because 
they're tired, and for one night, neither do we.” 

Doug Wile was a faithful member of the Saturday morning Men’s Small Group 
for some years and a faithful attender of worship at Good Shepherd. He has 
been in nursing care for the last several years and passed away on  
Good Friday. 

 

Tony Lescisko became a member of Good Shepherd in February of 2012 and 
was often seen as a friendly face in the church. Tony died in Manor Care this 
April.  

Please keep Doug and Tony’s families in your prayers  
as we mourn their loss but know they are in a greater place. 

20th Annual Women’s Retreat 

May 4th- 6th 2018 
Pocono Plateau Camping Retreat Center 

“We All Have a Story to Tell”  

   We will be hearing the stories and  
testimonies from several women. We all have 
different life stories but at the heart of our 
story is how God has blessed us and has 

walked with us through the joyful,  
the challenging and sometimes  

traumatic life situations.  

Come join us and let this weekend be a  
refreshing reminder of how God is  

continuously at the heart of our life stories. 

For more information pick up a brochure at 

the welcome center or contact Mary Smith 

Phone: 717-273-9685 

 

 

JOIN US FOR PRAYER   
 
 
 

Prayer times for direction and wisdom for the future  
directions for the ministry of Christ at Good  
Shepherd will be held in the Pastor’s office on 
Thursday mornings at 8AM for any desiring to 
join him. 
   We will be praying about our various present and 
future worship services, existing and upcoming 
ministries, our various teams and their leadership, 
our impact on the community with the love and 
grace of Jesus Christ as it faces challenges of a 
wide variety. 
   Prayer times will begin April 19th.  Come once, 
come every week, pray with us or pray from home 
or breathe a prayer while you work.    
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Saturday, May 12 
1:00 pm -3:30 pm. 
In LB Hall 

 

A Fun and Fellowship PAINTING event, where 
each participant produces a unique creation to 
take home,  is scheduled for Saturday, May 12, 
from 1-3:30. The cost for the event is 40.00 per 
person, and the proceeds will benefit our  
Appalachia Services Project mission trips. 

   Abby Entrekin will provide step-by-step  
instruction and light snacks will be provided.  

   The final products could make a great Mother’s 
Day gift! Sign up at the Opportunity Desk. See 
Sally Garloff for more information. 

 

It takes many hands to make Sunday mornings run smoothly, with some 
tasks being accomplished behind the scene while others involve direct 
contact with our members and guests. 
   If you like to work behind the scenes, we are in need of people to help 
with set-up and clean-up for communion at the Traditional service.  
Communion falls on the first Sunday of each month, and you would only 
need to sign up for one or two Sundays a year. You would come in ahead 
of time to prepare for communion, and you would clean up after the 11:00 
service. 
  YOU DO NOT NEED TO ATTEND THE TRADITIONAL SERVICE. 

Please contact Pastor Lisa at lstine@umcogs.org if you would like to serve in this way. 

 

If you are a “people person”, we are looking for volunteers to “man” the Welcome Desk. The Welcome 
Desk Team is responsible to greet members and guests, and to answer questions. Volunteers serve on a 
rotating schedule, each taking one Sunday a month. You would choose the Sunday of the month and the 
time slot that fits your schedule. Please contact Pastor Lisa at lstine@umcogs.org to learn more about this 
ministry and to find out how you can get involved. 

 
Our Guest Follow-Up Team is also seeking new members. If you enjoy contacting people by phone, this 
could be a great opportunity for you. We need people to call first time visitors as well as those who have 
missed several Sundays in a row. Please contact Pastor Lisa or Donna Worcester to learn about this minis-
try and to find out how you can get involved. 

There are two showcases in the entry way 
just outside of LB Hall we would like  

to have taken away! 
If you wish to have one or two of these  
showcases, please plan to have them  

out by the end of April.  
After that we will just trash them. 

Contact the church office if you have ??. 
These showcases are FREE 

mailto:lstine@umcogs.org
mailto:lstine@umcogs.org
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It is hard to believe, but we are a few short months from graduation! 

   Here at Church of the Good Shepherd, we take great pride in the hard work our students 
put into their studies as they grow into God’s purpose for their lives, and we want to cele-
brate this milestone with you! 
  If you know of a graduating senior in college or high school that should be recognized for 

this accomplishment, please contact Connor Felty at connoryouth@umcogs.org with their name, their 
graduating school, and what they are doing next.  We will recognize graduates with a gift in each of our three 
services on May 20. 

Gretna Gritty 5K Mud Run and the associated Nitty Gritty 

This event will be held at Gretna Glen Camp and Retreat Center on Saturday, May 12th.  
Adults and children are invited to run in either the competitive or the non-competitive 
events. Information and signups are all located on the Gretna Gritty website.  Volunteers 
are also needed to assist with registration, serving lunch and monitoring the race course 
and with the many obstacles.  Obstacles  include climbing, mud, balancing, crawling, 
mud, scrambling over rocks, traversing streams/creeks, leaping over fire, mud, walking 
on water, plunging into the water, mud, negotiating tires and pipes, and more mud.  The 
race course explores some of the most scenic and secluded areas of the Gretna Glen  

          Camp property.   Additional race information can be found at  
   http://www.gretnaglen.org/about-us/get-involved/gretna-gritty-mud-run.  

-We have spots still open for Youth and also Adults to be a part of this trip, July 8-14th 

……to work in eastern Kentucky to make homes warmer, safer and drier.   

-ASP Organizational meeting will be held on Sunday April 22nd from 11:30 until 
1:00.  Light pizza lunch will be served.  All participants are asked to attend.  We will meet 
in the Worship Center. 

-ASP Chicken Barbeque…Sunday, April 29th…pickup, takeout, for your lunch at home 
….details to follow! 

-ASP Lasagna Takeout lunch…Sunday, May 20th. 

Summer Worship 
 

Keep a watchful eye for Summer Worship this year.  Please keep the services in prayer 

as we determine the timing of the services.  Last year we held them every other week on  
Saturday evenings at 6PM.  We are prayerfully considering every week and then  
continuing onward in September and onward indoors. 

mailto:connoryouth@umcogs.org
http://www.gretnaglen.org/about-us/get-involved/gretna-gritty-mud-run
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   Saturday, April 28: Conference Spiritual Life Retreat at Schuylkill Haven First UMC 9-12:30. Theme: Holy 
Listening with Body, Breath and Spirit led by Dr. Lili Mansi and Rev. Laurie Rookard. Let Joan Sowers know 
if you will attend. 
 
     Saturday, April 14: District UMW Gathering at Grandview UMC, Lancaster. 9-12. The program will be 
presented by RMO (Reentry Management Organization), a collaborative prisoner re-entry initiative founded 
in 2005. Let Joan Sowers know if you will attend. 
 

Calendar of Events: 
  UMW Assembly - Columbus, OH.  May 18-20 
  Mission U - Inn at Reading  July 20-21 
  UMW District Meeting - Church of Good Shepherd - September 29   9am to noon.  
 (Please note - we will combine our September meeting with this event)  

  October 20 - 44th Annual Celebration - 9:00 - 3:00 - TBA 
  ThankOffering Breakfast - Cornwall Manor - 9-11am 

Spring is here - time for some great reading through the UMW Reading Program! Five new books await you 
on the Reading Program shelf to the right of the cafe.  
   They are: 
        Adventure of Ascent - A lifetime of reflections on nature, love, death, suffering, loss, faith. 
 
 America's Original Sin - Racism, White Privilege and the Bridge to a New America. Spirit-led Truthtelling                                             
 
 A House in the Sky - A female television reporter held for 460 days in Somalia. 
 
 Detained and Deported - Stories of Immigrant Families Under Fire. 
 
 Hollow Faith - How Andy Griffith, Facebook, and the American Dream Diluted the Gospel. 
 
Pick your copy up to learn and enjoy. 

* 
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CELEBRATE RECOVERY AT 

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

JOIN US EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT 7-9 pm 

Contact Jason Gillhoolley for more info! 

PH: 717-228-9825 OR celebraterecovery@umcogs.org 

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ Centered Recovery Program 

for all of life’s hurts, habits, and hang up 

      04/04/18          Lesson on “Turn”  

                    04/11/18         Testimony, a life changed by Christ! 

 04/18/18     Lesson on “Action”   

                              04/25/18   Testimony, a life changed by Christ! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Small groups, K-groups (short for Koinonia [i.e. Spiritual fellowship] Groups), womens’ groups, a men’s 
group, couples, mixed groups, at church, in homes groups, various times and days, long term, short term, 
groups focused on Bible Study and others on Christian living and ministries are a great opportunity to share 
with and encourage other believers or people interested in learning more about a life of faith. 
   Check out the Small Groups board in the gathering area to be sure yours is listed and keep it up to date.  
Please let Pastor Lisa or Pastor Al know if anything needs updating and we will be glad to make the  
additions/corrections. 
   We would also like to highlight when your group is beginning a new study or season.  These transition times 
are great times for new people to become a part of your group since some people would rather join at a new 
starting point rather than in the middle of a study.   


